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YOUNG ADULT FICTION 
 
 
Beastly  
By Alex Flinn 
A modern retelling of "Beauty and the Beast" from the point of view of the Beast, a vain 
Manhattan private school student who is turned into a monster and must find true love 
before he can return to his human form. 
 
Dairy Queen  
By Catherine Gilbert Murdock 
After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her 
school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, 
not anticipating the reactions of those around her. 
 
Getting the Girl   
By Markus Zusak 
Tired of being the underdog, Cameron Wolfe hungers to become something worthwhile 
and finally finds a girl with whom he can share his words and feelings--his popular 
brother Rube's ex-girlfriend. 
 
Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac  
By Gabrielle Zevin 
After a nasty fall, Naomi realizes that she has no memory of the last four years and 
finds herself reassessing every aspect of her life. 
 
Mexican White Boy 
By Matt de la Pena 
Sixteen-year-old Danny searches for his identity amidst the confusion of being half-
Mexican and half-white while spending a summer with his cousin and new friends on 
the baseball fields and back alleys of San Diego County, California. 
 
A Northern Light 
By Jennifer Donnelly 
In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against 
the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers 
the truth about the death of a guest.  
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The Perfect Shot  
By Elaine Marie Alphin 
Brian uses basketball to block out memories of his girlfriend and her family who were 
murdered; however, the upcoming trial and a high school history assignment forces him 
to face the past. 
 
Rules of the Road 
By Joan Bauer 
Jenna Boller, the star employee at Gladstone's Shoe Store in Chicago, is a very tall 
sixteen-year-old who really stands out in a crowd, but when Madeline Gladstone hires 
Jenna to drive her cross country to save her business, she learns the rules of the road, 
as well as the rules of life. 
 
Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie 
David Lubar 
While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the birth of his new baby 
brother, Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills 
as a writer. 
 
Summer Ball  
By Mike Lupica 
Thirteen-year-old Danny must prove himself all over again for a disapproving coach and 
against new rivals at a summer basketball camp. 
 
The Westing Game 
By Ellen Raskin 
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment 
of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their 
inheritance. 
 
Wintergirls 
By Laurie Halse Anderson 
Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she 
struggles with the same disorder. 
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SCI-FI/FANTASY 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
If you like Twilight, try… 
 
Evernight 
By Claudia Gray 
Sixteen-year-old Bianca, a new girl at the sinister Evernight boarding school, finds 
herself drawn to another outsider, Lucas, but dark forces threaten to tear them apart 
and destroy Bianca's entire world. 
 
Stargazer 
By Claudia Gray 
Teenage vampire Bianca finds herself the target when evil wraiths attack her boarding 
school, Evernight Academy. 
 
Hourglass 
By Claudia Gray 
Star-crossed lovers Lucas and Bianca are on the run, pursued not only by Black Cross 
vampire hunters but also by the powerful vampires of Evernight, when Bianca learns 
that her destiny is tied to that of the wraiths. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Adoration of Jenna Fox 
By Mary Pearson 
In the not-too-distant future, when biotechnological advances have made synthetic 
bodies and brains possible but illegal, a seventeen-year-old girl, recovering from a 
serious accident and suffering from memory lapses, learns a startling secret about her 
existence. 
 
Jinx 
By Meg Cabot 
Sixteen-year-old Jean "Jinx" Honeychurch, the descendant of a witch, must leave Iowa 
to live with relatives in Manhattan after the first spell she casts goes awry, but she will 
have to improve her skills to stop her cousin from practicing black magic that endangers 
them and the boy they both like. 
 
The Maze Runner 
By James Dashner 
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and 
realizes he must work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape. 
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CLASSICS 
 
And Then There Were None 
By Agatha Christie 
When ten people arrive on private Indian Island off England's southwest coast, lured to 
a mansion by invitations from a mysterious host, terror mounts as one guest after 
another is murdered, in a classic whodunit that is an elaboration of the famous 
children's rhyme "Ten Little Indians." 
 
Childhood's End 
By Arthur C. Clarke 
The Overlords appeared suddenly over every city-intellectually, technologically, and 
militarily superior to humankind. Benevolent, they made few demands: unify earth, 
eliminate poverty, and end war. With little rebellion, humankind agreed, and a golden 
age began. With the advent of peace, man ceases to strive for creative greatness, and 
a malaise settles over the human race. 
 
The Hound of the Baskervilles 
By Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
When Sir Charles Baskerville is murdered, Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson investigate 
the eerie howling on the moor. 
 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
By Betty Smith 
A young girl in a shabby neighborhood lives with dreams in an innocent time before the 
war. 
 
ADULT FICTION 
 
All-in  
By Pete Hautman 
Having won thousands of dollars playing high-stakes poker in Las Vegas, seventeen-
year-old Denn Doyle hits a losing streak after falling in love with a young casino card 
dealer named Cattie Hart. 
 
The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks 
By E. Lockhart  
Sophomore Frankie starts dating senior Matthew Livingston, but when he refuses to talk 
about the all-male secret society that he and his friends belong to, Frankie infiltrates the 
society in order to enliven their mediocre pranks. 
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The Foretelling  
By Alice Hoffman 
Rain, the daughter of an Amazon queen who shuns her, rebels against the ways of her 
tribe through her sister-like relationship with Io and her feelings for a boy from a tribe of 
wanderers. 
 
Cell  
By Stephen King 
Maine artist Clayton Riddell, elated after closing the deal for his first comic book, comes 
down to Earth quickly when a brain-zapping energy burst--The Pulse--strikes, reducing 
cell phone users to zombie-like creatures, and leaving Clayton desperate to find a way 
home from Boston to see if his wife and son have survived. 
 
 

NON-FICTION 
 
I Don’t Want to be Crazy  
By Samantha Schutz 
When Samantha Schutz first left home for college, she was excited by the possibilities. 
At first, she reveled in the independence...but as pressures increased, she began to 
suffer anxiety attacks that would leave her mentally shaken and physically 
incapacitated. Thus began a hard road of discovery and coping, powerfully rendered in 
this poetry memoir. 
 
Grief Girl: My True Story  
In 1983, Vincent, then 14, lost both her parents in a road accident. In this poignant 
memoir, she chronicles her rocky journey through adolescence as she, her 17-year-old 
sister, Tracy, and their brother, Trent, learn to cope on their own. 
 
One Day the Soldiers Came: Voices of Children in War  
By Charles London 
Today, in violence-torn regions across the globe, 20 million children have been 
uprooted, orphaned, or injured by war, famine, and poverty. This is their story . . . and 
ours. 
 
Red Scarf Girl 
By Ji-li Jiang 
Provides the story of Ji-li Jiang a twelve-year-old girl growing up in China in 1966, the 
year that Chairman Mao launched the Cultural Revolution, and the changes it brought to 
her and her family. 
 
 
All book descriptions taken from Novelist. 


