(Date)

Governor David A Paterson

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson,

While I appreciate your efforts to provide property tax relief, I do not support the cap on property taxes as proposed as such a cap would most definitely harm public education. 
Our children deserve a better solution! I urge you to work to amend the law in ways that will effectively reduce school costs, lower property taxes and not harm the quality of public education in New York State.    Please consider the following:

· Approve the “Circuit Breaker” Proposal  

· Fund current mandates at appropriate levels and ban future unfunded mandates

· Permit  BOCES to offer consolidated services to both school districts and municipalities including shared purchasing, shared technology purchasing/maintenance and shared funded audit functions

· Force New York State to assume pension costs

· Level the collective bargaining playing field by amending the Taylor Law and reforming the Triborough Amendment to eliminate the automatic rollover of incremental salary increases during the collective bargaining process.  

Let’s learn from the mistakes of others and not jeopardize the quality of education that our children deserve.  Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

(Your name)

