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Questions Informing Review



Elective

A non-required course in 
areas such as arts, technology, 
computer science, journalism, 
business, and physical 
education.



Why Electives Matter ~ North Shore Journey

Electives are uniquely positioned to foster growth with respect to the skills and 
dispositions of our North Shore Shared Valued Outcomes.



Why Electives Matter ~ Theory

Electives are core learning environments where 
motivation, confidence, and future planning converge.



Why Electives Matter ~ Empirical Research

Electives foster engagement, achievement, and readiness.

● Developmental Role
○ Middle school = exploration; High school = pathways

● Engagement and Attendance
○ Arts and CTE improve climate and reduce absenteeism

● Academic Achievement
○ CTE, music, and arts boost GPA and persistence
○ Technology and computer science build critical thinking 

and STEM interest
● Postsecondary Success

○ Dual Enrollment, AP, IB → higher college outcomes
○ Some electives prepare students for college and career



Electives at North Shore Middle School
Meeting the CTE RequirementSixth Grade ~ 11 Electives Including:

● Creative Writing
● LEGO Robotics
● Organic Gardening
● Project Adventure

Seventh Grade ~ 11 Electives Including:

● American Secrets: Spies, Espionage and Treason
● Math Enrichment
● Public Speaking & Debate
● Renewable Revolution

Eighth Grade ~ 22 Electives Including:

● Advanced Physical Education
● Ceramics
● Science Research
● Viking Explorers



Electives at North Shore High School
Singular Experiences and Pathways

Business
10 Electives Including
Marketing 
College Real Estate

English
5 Electives Including
Intro to Film
Journalism

Family and 
Consumer Science
9 Electives Including
Fashion and Sewing
Culinary Arts

Fine and 
Performing Arts
26 Electives Including
Orchestra
Photography

Mathematics
2 Electives Including
Math Research
AP Statistics

Physical Education
2 Electives Including
Intro to Sports Medicine 
Sports Medicine 

Science
5 Electives Including
Intro to Science Research
SUPA Forensics

Social Studies
8 Electives Including
AP Psychology
Theory of Knowledge

Technology
10 Electives Including
AP/IB Computer Science 
Advanced Woodworking

World Languages
4 Electives Including
ASL 
Heritage Spanish



Elective Processes

● Collaborative design to 
meet student needs

● Communication of 
information 

● Support in decision 
making

D

● Decision making about 
electives

● Design of master schedule

Design of Electives Selection of Electives Scheduling of Electives



Trends in Enrollment
Growth Areas

● Business
● Music
● Dance
● Photography
● Math and Science Research
● Sports Medicine
● AP Psychology
● ASL



Student Perspectives
Factors Influencing Elective Choices

Middle School High School



Student Perspectives
Skills Developed

Middle School High School



Student Perspectives

Middle School High School



Student Perspectives
Advice

Middle School

● Create more elective options
● Create more hands-on and outdoor 

experiences
● Find more time for electives

High School
● Create more elective options, particularly 

AP courses
● Provide additional access to electives in 

ninth and tenth grades
● Address scheduling and availability 

issues
● Address inability to take electives due to 

support periods



Learning Experiences ~ Journalism



Learning Experiences ~ ASL

Academic Achievement and Growth
● Language Proficiency
● World Language Competitions
● National ASL Honor Society
● Digital Portfolios



Learning Experiences ~ ASL

Real-World Connection and Cultural 
Engagement
● Cultural field trips to see notable Deaf 

comedians, entertainers, and 
storytellers 

● Authentic interaction with Deaf 
individuals in community settings

● Senior Final Projects focused on 
teaching ASL, raising Deaf awareness 
and advocating for inclusion



Learning Experiences ~ ASL

Cultural Visibility and School-Wide Impact

● Monthly hallway displays 
● Seasonal “Signs of the Month” banners 
● Deaf Awareness Month & Deaf History Month
● International Day of Sign Languages 
● ASL Day 
● Teaching our Kindergartners ASL
● Signing of  Pledge of Allegiance at each Board 

of Education meeting



Learning Experiences ~ ASL
Student Voice

● One of the most welcoming and joyful parts 
of their day. 

● The elective not only challenges them 
academically, but also supports their 
personal growth and well-being.

North Shore Journey

● Meaningful learning
● Student well-being
● Cultural inclusivity
● Deeper understanding of communication, 

identity, and empathy



Learning Experiences ~ Dance
The goal of the North Shore Central School 
District's Dance Program is to foster a love 

of movement , creativity , and cultural 
expression . 

The mission of the department is to inspire 
students to use dance as a means of 

self-expression, to develop social and 
emotional well-being, and to foster an 

appreciation for the art form. We believe 
that through meaningful participation in 

dance, students gain the confidence, 
resilience, and creativity needed to fully 

engage with the world around them.



Learning Experiences ~ Dance



Learning Experiences ~ Dance



Strengths and Challenges

● Breadth and depth of offerings
● Student-centered design
● CTE alignment
● Real-world relevance
● Advanced courses provide college-level 

rigor and credit
● Collaborative course design
● Teacher and counselor support
● Careful scheduling

● Limitations imposed by requirements
● Scheduling constraints
● Availability of advanced options
● Upperclassmen engagement
● Systematic review of electives and 

incorporation of student voice



Recommendations
● Refine and communicate pathways
● Develop systematic review process and incorporate student voice
● Expand access to electives
● Increase access to advanced courses
● Address scheduling challenges
● Innovate through electives



Questions?



Link to Report and High School Course Catalog
Report
High School Course Catalog


