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Welcome to Senior Year! 
● Don’t Stress Out!

● Utilize your school counselor

○ Students should schedule an appointment to meet with your counselor

○ Assembly held 9/15

● Stay Organized

● Meet deadlines!



Types of applications
● The Common Application 

○ Accepted by over 800 schools
○ Six parts + College specific questions
○ Use Common App when given the option

● CUNY
● Nassau Community College
● College Specific Apps (Georgetown)







College Decision Types 
Early Decision 1 - November 1 - Binding contract

Early Decision 2 - January 1, 15 - Binding Contract

Early Action - October 15, November 1 or 15

Restrictive Early Action

Regular Decision -  January 1

Rolling Admission - No Set Deadline 



Early Decision - By the Numbers 

Data reported from ED vs RD Acceptance Rates



How To Apply
● Apply online and pay the application fee
● Waive the FERPA agreement 
● Link Common Application to Naviance
● Complete the North Shore Processing form listing:

○ College Applied to
○ Deadline
○ Date given to counselor

● Please give the counselor 2 weeks to process applications
● Send SAT (Collegeboard) and/or ACT (actstudent.org) scores officially online 
● Invite Teachers on Naviance



North Shore Processing Form



Application Deadlines
College Deadline

● October 15th 
● November 1st
● November 15th
● December 1st
● January 1st

Processing Form Due to Guidance

October 3rd
October 17th 
November 3rd
November 17th
December 17th

**Students must allow 2 weeks prior to the college 
deadline to allow processing time



 Naviance 

College Research

College Match

College Compare

College Search

Scattergrams

Acceptance 
History

College Visits



Factors to consider

● Location - home/away/city/suburb
● Size of the school - class size
● Cost
● Academic programs/philosophy
● FIT!



GPA 
(Recalculated)

Strength of 
Schedule 

AP, IB, 
Dual Enrollment

Improvement 
Year to Year

Community 
Service

Jobs
Extracurricular

Teacher/
Counselor Letters 

of 
Recommendation

Essay

Test
Optional
Policies

Athletics
Music
Art

Theatre



TEST OPTIONAL - What does it really mean?

Test Optional Test Flexible Test Blind

Colleges will consider test 
scores if the student has them, 
but they are not required for 
admission. 

Colleges will consider different 
types of exams.

Colleges will not look at test 
scores even if submitted. 

Test scores can still benefit a 
student in terms of admissions 
and scholarship money. 

Example - NYU will allow you to 
submit AP scores in lieu of 
SAT/ACT scores

Test scores in no way impact 
admissions or scholarships. 

What does this mean for admissions?
● Holistic Review

Should I submit my scores?
 

Fairtest Test Optional List



Letters of recommendation
● Most colleges will require 2 academic teachers and one school counselor
● Unless applying to a specific program (Engineering, Medicine...etc) the letters 

can be from any discipline
● Consider teachers that know the student well both in and out of the classroom
● Does not have to be a class they had the highest grade in
● Will invite the teacher on Naviance
● Additional letters may or may not be considered



The Role of AI in the Application Process
College Research

● Crafting a list of schools based on size, demographics, or geography
● College Major/Program exploration
● Scholarship or financial aid data

Writing Support 
● Organization of ideas 
● Review of an already written draft for grammar and flow
● Be careful not to lose the student’s authentic voice

Additional Support

● Organizing your list of schools based on percent acceptance rates, test optional policies…etc.
● Financial assistance to research tuition prices, loans, scholarships, and budgeting 
● Assistance with the transition process - Tips on independent living, study skills and preparing for college
● Suggestions for writing thank you notes to college representatives and preparing questions for college 

visits



AI Advice from California Institute of Tech
Your essays are where we hear your voice. Relying on AI, specifically large language models such as ChatGPT 
or Bard, to craft your essay will dilute your unique expression and perspective. While we know AI tools have 
become readily accessible over recent months, overuse of AI will diminish your individual, bold, creative identity as 
a prospective Techer.

What are some examples of unethical uses of AI for Caltech admissions essays?

 Copying and pasting directly from an AI generator
 Relying on AI generated content to outline or draft an essay
 Replacing your unique voice and tone with AI generated content
 Translating an essay written in another language

What are some examples of ethical uses of AI for Caltech admissions essays?

 Using AI tools, like Grammarly or Microsoft Editor, to review grammar and spelling of your completed essays
 Generating questions or exercises to help kick start the brainstorming process
 Using AI to research the college application process



What should seniors do now
● Meet with your counselor

○ Hand in processing form 
● Finalize a college list 
● Research Colleges
● Attend the College Visits and Fairs
● Mini College Fair Sept. 16th 1-2:30 and Oct. 6th - 11-12:30
● Finalize testing (if submitting scores)
● Keep your grades up senior year!
● Finish up applications, main essay, supplemental essays
● Complete FAFSA (Oct. 1) 
● Follow up with Teachers to confirm letters of recommendation
● After you hit submit - check your email! 

○ Self Reported Academic Record (SRAR)



Free Application For Student Aid (FAFSA)
● Launch date is Oct. 1 
● Complete the FAFSA at fafsa.gov
● Attend Financial Aid Night on October 14th virtual 
● What has changed for 2024-25 FAFSA
● Visit studentaid.gov with questions



College Rep Visits

Mini College Fair Boston University Penn State



Class of 2026 google classroom



NSHS VikingQuest Scholarship Search



Resources
Georgia Tech Admissions Blog

Financial Aid Night Slides 2024

Fairtest Test Optional List

Common App/Naviance Matching Video

Senior Year Timeline 25-26

Resources Federal Student Aid

Viking Quest Scholarship Website

NS Seniors Road to College 

U of Richmond Insider's Guide to Applying to College




