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Cheering Their Hearts Out

By: Jessica Lillis

After starting off their season
without a coach and no clear plan asto
what was going to happen, the North
Shore High School cheerleaders were
able to maintain a positive mindset
which allowed them to persevere and
have a very successful season. Within
a three week time period when they
transitioned from their Fall to Winter
season, the girls had three different
coaches; this left them questioning
their future as a team.

Fortunately, just in time to
really buckle down for the Winter
season, Coach Jenn Freeman was hired
to be the head coach. And, nothing but
positive things came from this. Coach
Freeman participated in competitive
cheer throughout her entire high
school career, she was a two-year
captain, and a Universal Cheer
Association (UCA) All Star aswell. She
then started coaching cheer at amiddle
school in Maine, but has also been
involved with the North Shore cheer
program for the past five years as she
was the Middle School coach before
coming over to the High School. Coach
Freeman was quite excited to receive
the High School head coach position
and is proud of the work the team has
done so far. She explained that after

going through a period of the “what’s
going to happen to our team?” mindset,
the girls were able to succeed with
“flying colors and were ready to go”.

In addition to the ambiguous
start of the season, the team had to deal
with several injuries, which made it hard
for the team to progress in practice.
Coach Freeman said, “We struggled
with illness and injuries throughout the
season. With such a small team where
every person is structurally needed to
compete and do our routine, we had a
few difficult weeks where everything
was constantly changing. But, the girls
were extremely flexible and able to
overcome everything and do an
amazing job”. Emily White, asenior on
the team added, “ This season definitely
hasn’t been easy. We started with avery
small team, a new coach, and
throughout the season there were many
injuries. But the determination and
dedication that all the girls had, got us
to Nationals.”

As a team that was in the
Section 8 Division, throughout the
winter, it competed in several

competitions across Nassau County.
The squad then went on to the UCA
regional competition which helped it
earn aspot at Nationals. For the second

year in arow, the team was invited to
compete in the UCA National High
School Championships which was held
at Walt Disney World in Florida from
February 10th to 12th. Coach Freeman
explained, “Bringing the best teams
from across the country together, itis
agreat accomplishment for the girls.”
Even through the stress of competing,
she further emphasized the girls’
ability to “focus on why they were
doing it and their love for cheer which
enabled them to put out an amazing
routine”. “They went on to Nationals
and put out one of the best
performances of their season!”. With
all of the obstacles that were thrown
at them thisyear, the determination of
these athletes really enabled them to
succeed. And after the team showed
such strength and passion throughout
the season, Coach Freeman can not
now hide her excitement in regards to
the future of the squad. “Every single
one of them [the remaining
cheerleaders for next year] is an
amazing leader and | amreally looking
forward to what each of them does to
help the program. | think they are going
to bring North Shore Cheer to another
level!”,

With solid leadership in place

The North Shore High School Cheerleading Team: These Ladies Have Spirit. Oh, Yes They Do.

and the hard work and dedication the
girls showed this year, North Shore High
School can anticipate cheering them on
for yearsto comel!

Congratulations to:
Emily White, Nicolette Fradel os,
Deirdre O’ Donoghue, Diane Roper,

FilomenaBarba, GiulianaFerrari, Juliana

Meli, Alexandra Silva, Giuliana
Zaccagnino, Jade Feuerborn, and Rylan
Kerker.

Spring Events:

*Congratulations To
All Of The Cast, Crew and
Faculty/Saff Who Were
Involved In The Superb
Production Of
North Shore High School’s
Soring Musical
Urinetown.*

-3rd Quarter Ends: April 5th
-Spring Break: April 6th-April 17th
-Senior Fashion Show: April 22nd
-AP/IB Exams: April 27th-May 26th

-Memorial Day: May 29th

-Moving Up Day: June 2nd

Last Day Of Classes: June 9th

Final Exams Begin: June 12th

Last Day Of School: June 23rd
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President Joe Biden recently passed
his hdfway point in office, and it is sefe to say,
things haven't been greet. Inflation has spirded
out of control and the US-Mexico border has
completely opened up. As of March 2023, the
Presdent’s approvd rating Sts a about 42%,
while over hdf the country (52%) disapproves
of the job he has done in office thus far
(reuterscom). Over thepadt few years, Joe Biden
has certainly made himsdlf known for his poor
decison-meking skills.

Some people Biden has decided to
work with or gppoint certainly have not helped
his case. Hisvice presdent, KamdaHarris, has
arguably been one of the wordt vice presdents
ever, so much so that members of her own
political party are turning on her. An article
published in The New York Times stated that,
“Even some Democratswhom her own advisers
referred reporters to for supportive quotes
confided privately that they had lost hopeinher.”
Biden's poor gppointment decisons don't end
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New Mexico: Democrat Renaissance

Forget the name of the title of
this article for amoment and ponder the
question of what New Mexico's
electoral resultswerelike. If you don’t
know anything about New Mexico,
that’s fine. But when given the
information that it’s the sixth least
densely populated state, eleventh least
college educated, and almost
completely surrounded by Republican
states, would your answer change? L ow
density rural populations often mean
conservative strongholds, so New
Mexico should be Republican (World
Population Review). Many Democrat
policies around foreign affairs and
social issues are popular among college
educated people and less popular for
those that did not go to college, so New
Mexico should lean Republican (US
Department of Agriculture). Given that
nearly all of the states surrounding New
Mexico are Republican controlled, New
Mexico must also be Republican.

However, the above could not
be further from the truth. Both houses
of New Mexico’s state legislature are
controlled by Democrats, by a majority
far exceeding 50% of the seats (New
Mexico Legislature). Additionally, its
attorney general, governors, and
secretary of state are also Democrats
(NBC). Democrat electoral success is
not limited to the state’s government;
it extendsto the federal government too.
All  three of its House of
Representatives members are
Democrats, and so are New Mexico’s
two Senate members (United States
Senate). When looking at presidential
elections, Democrats have won by a
comfortable margin with Biden winning
by 11% (NBC). How have the Democrats
achieved such stunning electoral
victories in a seemingly unfavorable
state?

There are two major factors that
have enabled the Democrats to win:
consistent voter outreach and a focus
on the issues that actually impact
constituents. Often, people feel
detached from voting and politics in
general. They seetheir singular vote as
almost meaningless among a sea of

By: RaymondLin

people, even when this is not true as
small portions of voters often end up
determining elections (National
Geographic). New Mexico Democrats
have combated this apathy by
interacting and strengthening ties with
voters. Representative Teresa Leger
Fernandez of New Mexico’s third
Congressional District, who handily
beat her Republican opponent by just
over 16%, attributes her victory to her
communication and partnership with
Hispanic workersthat spread her name
(Acevedo). She was able to show a
genuine connection with her
community and a capacity to
understand what people wanted. This
strategy of connecting with voters
whenever possible is favored by New
Mexico Senator Ben Ray Lujan aswell.
Lujan has said that “you need to go talk
to folks” and “[show] up in places that
Republicans usually don’t have to
worry about showing up” (Caldwell). A
direct, or at least meaningful,
relationship with constituents means
more voters that are actively engaging
in the electoral system, avictory for all.

The second major component
of Democratic victoriesis how the party
has pragmatically approached policy. A
significant portion of people hold
issues like defunding the police or
furthering the status of minoritiesto be
of minor importance (Alberta). A lot of
people, especially as you move away
from urban areas, focus on what impacts
them. New Mexico Democrats have
dealt with this by focusing on common
issues instead of less broad social
issues. Although Senator Lujan has
unwavering support for abortion rights,
he has focused on working with
Republicans to pass bills on
development for national Ilabs,
assistance to communities affected by
wildfires, and tax credits to encourage
combating climate change (Caldwell).
Electoral success means compromising
and resolving pertinent issues.
Focusing on social issuesisimportant,
but they are electorally unpopular in
many regions and would be
unsuccessful if pursued. It would be

Joe Biden: A Problematic Politician
By: Matt Malone

therethough. InJanuary of 2023, aBidenjudicid
nominee named Charndlle Bjelkengren made a
foal of hersdf during a confirmation hearing.
Senator John Kennedy (R-LA) asked
Bjelkengren: “Tedl me what Article V of the
Constitution does.” Bjelkengren could not
answer the question. Then Kennedy asked the
samequestion about Articlell, and Bjelkengren
was ill unable to give an answer. Despite this
showing, President Bidenis“* proudly’ sticking
by his judicid nomineg’ (Fox News). Senator
Patty Murray (D-WA) even applauded
Bjelkengren saying she is an “exceptional
nominee.” Nevertheless, this appears to be
another situation with the Democrats where
diversity isvaued over capability. Thefact that
Bjelkengrenwasnominatedto beaDistrict Court
Judge, but cannot answer basic questions about
the Condtitution is concerning. Moreover, this
continuesto provethe point that Biden and other
liberdswill usefigureslikeHarrisand Bjdkengren,
for politica points.Why? Because, for the

moment, itworks However, if thisploy ever ceasss
towork, politics in the United States will
dramatically change.

In addtion to Biden’s bad
appointments, possibly the worst border
crisis in the history of the United States
continues to damage the country. Illegal
immigrants have poured in at an alarming
rate. Since Biden has taken office, about
4.3 millionillegals have crossed over the
border (cbp.gov). In addition, a “study
by the Federation for American
Immigration Reform calculates that the
illegal immigrants who have entered the
US since January 2021 will add an extra
$20.4 billion burden ayear, in addition to
the $140 billion exisiting illegal immigrants
already cost” (foxnews.com). But, for a
long time, Biden and other liberals were
not always so supportive of illegal
immigration. As former President Bill
Clinton said in his 1995 State of the Union

better to follow the strategy of the New
Mexican Democrats by focusing on
broader issues while putting a smaller,
but still relevant, emphasis on more
significant changes.

The success of these New
Mexico politicians can be easily ignored
given that things could change in the
new election. However, there are
important lessons to learn from New
Mexico that can be utilized across the
nation. New Mexico, a state that based
upon many factors should be Republican
controlled, is Democrat controlled
because its politicians have connected
with their constituents and pushed for
changes that matter to their voters. In a
time when idealized concepts of equality
or opposing “woke” ideas run rampant
in our politics, it is important to
emphasize that politicians should be
focusing on their constituents and the
issues that impact voters.Several
prominent Democrat policies are already
viewed with disfavor by Hispanic
voters, who are the fastest growing
population of eligible voters (Natarajan
and Im). This is apparent in recent
polling as while the Democrats used to
beat the Republicans by 40% when it came
to Hispanic voter preference, they only
recently beat them by 27% (Morin).
Democratsarefacing anincreasingrisk toa
vital voting group, but New Mexico shows
away to maintain thisimportant voter base.
New Mexico is amost 50% Hispanic and
manages to keep many of the votes by
connecting with voters and focusing on
problemsthat constituents care about (\World
Population Review).

The aforementioned are not the
only factors that help New Mexico
Democrats, but they are the most easily
replicablefor Democratsin other regions. If
electoral strategieslikethe onesNew Mexico
Democrats follow become more popular,
Democrats may be ableto flip purple states
blue and strengthen their position overall.
This strategy is basic though and could be
followed by Republicansaswell. But even if its
competitiveedgeisdulled by massadoption, what
emerges from the implementation of such ideas
are paliticians that are more beholden to their
voters, abenefitfor all.

speech, “All Americans...are rightly
disturbed by the large numbers of illegal
aliens entering our country. The jobs they
hold might otherwise be held by citizens
or legal immigrants. The public services
they use impose burdens on our
taxpayers’ (c-span.org). Also, after the Fall
of Saigon in 1975, then Senator Joe Biden
of Delaware supported federal legislation
to curb the arrival of the Vietnamese
refugees. He even said “I do not believe
the United States has an obligation, moral
or otherwise, to evacuate foreign
nationals...or 100,001, South
Vietnamese” (yahoo.com). Later on in
2006, Biden, still as a senator, voted yes
for the Secure Fence Act, a bill that
would strengthen border security
(cnn.com). Now jump to 2023, and
Biden’s view on illegal immigration
seems to have completely changed.
(Continued On Page 3)
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Thrifting: A Game Changer In Sustainability Efforts

In recent years, the trend of
thrifting has gained tremendous popul arity,
not only as a budget-friendly option for
shopping, but also as a means of reducing
carbon footprints and having a positive
impact on the environment. The practice of
buying second-hand items has been around
for decades, but with the growing
awareness of environmental issues, it has
become a crucial aspect of sustainability
efforts. There are many benefits of thrifting
and it is making a significant contribution
to environmental conservation.

One of the most significant
environmental benefits of thrifting is the
reduction of waste. The average person
generates over four pounds of waste each
day, and a significant portion of this waste
is from clothing and household items that
are no longer needed or wanted. Thrifting
provides an excellent solution to this
problem, as it allows these items to be
reused, rather than discarded and sent to
landfills. In doing so, it minimizes the
consumption of excess resources for new
products, thus reducing the amount of
waste generated. This is particularly
significant in light of the fast fashion
industry, which is one of the largest

For many internet users, watching a
fifteen second ad before avideo hasbecome so
commonplace that it is often disregarded, or
samply seen as an annoyance. Howevey, this
normdized behavior hidesamuchmoreingdious
problem: the loss of privacy, which has been
reluctantly accepted asanecessary evil. Depite
the 79% of Americansthat say they are“very”
or “somewhat” concerned about how their
persond dataisbeing used by companies (Pew
Ressarch Center), only around 40% of American
internet users reported using an ad blocker
(Insider Intelligence). Given the continued
growth of the online advertising industry, it's
time people take action in regards to how
companiesuse private data (Froehlich).

Advertisementsarenot new. Asearly
as the 17th century there were ads in London
newspapers. As radios and televisions were
introduced, adscameaongwiththem. Yet these
ads did not have the same control over people
as they do today. These antiquated forms of
advertisng had no ability to target ads the way
we see in the modern day. Advertising used to
be as smple as a picture and words in the
newspaper, but online ads are infinitely more
complex. Now, advertiserscan pick and choose
what groups seetheir ad. Why market cat food
to dog owners? At first glance this may seem
likeapositivedeve opment for the consumer, as
heisnolonger pestered about productsthat are
not relevant to him. However, beneath these ad
companiesliesafar morenefariousschemethan
newspaper advertiserscould ever havedreamed
of.

At the heart of most of the tech
giantsisdata collection. Alphabet Inc./
Google and Meta are some of the
biggest players in this game. These
companies have access to everything
you do. Platforms owned by Google
and Meta are among the top ones used
in the world. Facebook, YouTube,
WhatsApp, and Instagram, the most
elite social networks in the world, are
all owned by these corporations

By: KalistaLin

contributors to waste and environmental
degradation. By choosing to purchase
second-hand items, we are keeping them
out of landfills and reducing the strain on
our planet’s resources.

Another key benefit of thrifting
is the conservation of natural resources.
The production of new clothing and other
goods requires vast amounts of resources,
including water, energy, and raw materials.
By purchasing second-hand items, we
lower the demand for these resources, thus
conserving them for future generations.
This has a significant impact on the
environment, asit helpstolessenthestrain
on the planet’s resources, which are
becoming increasingly scarce. Moreover,
the use of energy and water during the
production process releases significant
amounts of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere, further exacerbating the
impact of climate change. Through buying
second-hand items, we are reducing our
carbon footprint and doing our part to
conserve the planet’s resources.

The production of new clothing
and other goods releases significant
amounts of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere, contributing to the effects of

By: SéamusHughes

(Statista). Google's influence extends
even further. At North Shore High
School, all of the devices are managed
by Google. If you use Google search,
like almost 80% of people do
worldwide, then not only can Google
see every curiosity you have, but it
can control the result. These
companies know everything about
everyone. By looking at every little
thing you do, they can create a profile
on you and compare you to similar
people. The scary part however, is
when they use these profiles.

Google makes 80% of its
money through advertising (Graham
and Elias). All of the free services it
operates, such as Google Search, just
act as a front for data collection to
create profiles on its users. Next, it
spits this data right back at you any
time it serves you an ad. It gives you
ads everywhere. Top search results are
often ads and YouTube videos are
cluttered with ads; and through
Google AdSense, money is made
through websites it would otherwise
be unaffiliated with. Go on a Meta
platform such as Instagram or
Facebook and you won’'t have to wait
long before you see an ad. All of these
ads are shown to you because of who
Meta, Google, or some other company
thinks you are. And unfortunately,
these data-driven ads work well. In
fact, a staggering “91% of consumers
are more encouraged to purchase
when a brand personalizes its
communication with them” (Froehlich).
These creepily specific and
annoyingly persistent ads are horrible,
but things are only getting worse.
Despite the pervasive nature of
personalized ads, their unwelcome
presence has made many individuals
turn to alternative solutions, such as

climate change. Thrifting helpsto mitigate this
impact, as it minimizes the demand for new
products, thus reducing the amount of
emissionsreleased into the atmosphere. Using
second-hand items reduces our carbon
footprint and makes a positive contribution to
the environment.

Thrifting hasemerged asacrucial
player in the fight against environmental
degradation. By reducing waste, conserving
resources, reducing emissions, and supporting
local communities, thrifting is having a
significant impact on the planet, and it isan
approach that we should all consider as a
means of reducing our carbon footprint
and doing our part to protect the
environment. Moreover, by supporting
local thrift stores, we are also reducing
the transportation emissions associated
with the production and delivery of new
goods. This further contributes to the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
and helps to combat the effects of climate
change. Thetrend of thrifting is more than
just a fad; it is a game changer in
sustainability efforts, as well as an
opportunity to know we are doing
something great for planet Earth and all
those who inhabit it.

Privacy In TheDigital Era

ad blockers, to avoid the relentless
intrusion of targeted advertising.

Are ad blockers the light at the
end of the tunnel ? For some, yes, but last
year Google made things much worse.
Manifest V3 is an update to the way
extensions for popular browsers like
Chromework. It includes several breaking
changes, such as the removal of the Web
Request API feature, which just so
happens to be an integral part of ad
blockers, and Google just so happens to
be abig proponent of Manifest V3 (Faife).
While there is no way to know if Google
is pushing these changes specifically to
stop ad blockers, it would certainly bein
its favor to root out the dissenters and
maximizeits profits.

The future of the internet may
seem bleak, but there is hope. People are
awakening to the issue of digital privacy
and forcing their governmentsto take ac-
tion. In the European Union, the General
Data Protection Regulation or GDPR helps
to protect people'sdigital rights. Just over
amonth ago, Metawas fined 414 million
USD under the GDPR for illegal ad prac-
tices, and it isbeing forced to restructure
its ad system. Here in the United States,
the California Consumer Privacy Act
helps to protect consumersin California.
At the beginning of thisyear, the Virginia
Consumer Data Protection Act also went
into effect, fulfilling a similar purpose.
Later this year the Colorado Privacy Act
is planned to go into effect. The time has
come for usto reconsider how the internet
functions. While ads may have once
hel ped people find a product they wanted,
wenow livein an agewhere we can find what-
ever we need at the push of abutton. Whether
we move on to donationsor paid plansto fund
theweb, we desperately need to move on from
websitesthat areinfected with banner adsand
pop-up videos, and create a future where the
internet is actually nice to use.

Biden Misses The
M ar k

(Continued From Page 2)
Also, The Wall Street Journal reported

in January 2023 that there are 11 million
undocumented immigrantsin the United
States. Why is thisimportant? Because
historically, illegal immigrants have
tremendously favored the Democratic
Party. In fact, in a 2012 study by Pew
Research, it was stated that 4% of
Latinos, who are likely unauthorized
immigrants, identify as Republicans and
31% identify as Democrats. Clearly,
finding away to allow illegal immigrants
to vote can negatively affect the
Republican Party and its causes.

Finally, President Biden has
poorly handled the economy
throughout his presidency. During his
time in office, inflation has been at a
forty year high, and the national debt
rose to 31 trillion dollars (politico.com).
Inrelation to this, the President created
an energy crisis. Since taking office,
Biden has made effortsto limit American
energy production. Interestingly
enough, his attempts have resulted in
terrible effects on the economy as, “The
cost of heating oil is up by two-thirds,
and electricity is up by more than 20
cents on the dollar” (Fox News). It
doesn’t stop there though. Heritage
Foundation researchers believe that,
“Over the next 18 years, Biden's energy
policieswill result in $7.7 trillion in lost
GDP and 1.2 million fewer jobs.” The
hypocrisy behind the left’'s whole
climate agendaisthat countries greatly
benefit through the use of fossil fuels.
Moreover, big climate activists like
Biden’'s Climate Envoy, John Kerry, and
Biden himself are notorious for using
private jets, the most carbon-intensive
mode of transportation. These gas-
guzzling flying machines emit “10 times
more carbon than commercial planes and
50 times more carbon than trains” (Fox
News). In an article from July 2022, it
states that John Kerry’'s family jet
emitted about 325 metric tons of carbon
since Biden took over the presidency
(Fox News). Joe Biden and other big,
liberal elites want American citizensto
make sacrifices for the environment, and
yet they continue their polluting ways.
Daniel Turner, who is the Executive
Director of Power the Future, a group
that wants to “enrich the national
conversation on energy” says, “They
want to use the power of government
to deny the rest of us the ability to use
those fossil fuels that they take for
granted” (powerthefuture.com).

Given that 70% of Americans
believe the country is headed in the
wrong direction (NBC), it is safeto say
that Joe Biden’s presidency is one to
forget. His poor policies and agenda
have damaged the lives of millions of
US citizens, making him one of the worst

presidents of the 21st century.

=
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Answer With Skepticism

By: Georgia Sefas

Do you receive tons of spam
phone calls and text messages that are
attempting to scam you? If so, | bet you
know how irritating they can be. In
addition to the annoyance that these
spam messages cause, they have also
resulted in many Americans losing
money (CBNC) . In 2022 alone, nearly
70 million Americans lost money due
to phone scams (CNBC). These
scammers walked off with about 40
billion dollarsin total from fraudulent
phone calls and text messages alone
(CNBC).

Phone Scamming is a serious
felony. It is illegal and those who
partake in such an activity may face
charges that result in jail time.
Depending upon one’s criminal history
and the amount of money obtained
illegally, a sentence can be up to 20
years, and in certain cases, even longer
(Helfend).

There are many different types
of phone scams. Usually, the goal of a
scam isto take the victim’s money. The
main ways the caller/texter succeedsin
doing this is by getting an amount
directly from the victim or by gaining
access to one’s personal information
and using it to commit identity theft,
which is another serious crime
(Herbert). In some cases, the scammer
actsinnocently by deceiving hisvictim,
and in others cases, he will threaten the
victim.

Fortunately, there are efficient
ways to stop these calls from
escalating. One way is by simply
hanging up when you realize something
sounds off. Another way to stop these
callsis by going online, searching for
expert reviews on the organi zation, and
considering blocking the number if they

OnJanuary 8th, 2023, the Brazilian
Congress was stormed by supporters of the
defeated former president, Jair Bolsonaro;
this was a result of the election of rival
candidate Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva on
October 31st, 2022. Theviolence was based
upon the false claims of arigged election
that have spread all across Brazil, thanksin
no small part to the ex-President, Jair
Bolsonaro. In a startling parallel to the
attempted insurrection that occurred two
years ago on January 6th at the United
States' Capitol, theattempted coup in Brazil
comes after yearsof Bolsonaro stoking fears
of arigged election and repeatedly refusing
to accept an outcome that was not his own
victory; in September of 2021 he was even
guoted as saying to a crowd of his
supporters. “For al of us, we have three
alternatives especially for me, arrest, death
or victory! Tell those bastards | will never
bearrested!” (Nicas).

On December 30th, 2022, Jair
Bolsonaro fled to the United States,
allegedly to receive treatment for stomach

pain that is related to a stab wound he
Mar ch 2023

seem unreliable. Additionally, people
should be conscious of their Caller ID.
Many people do not realize that
scammers can make any Caller ID name
show up when they call: some have
even used government agencies as
their ID. So, it isimportant to remain
skeptical, even if the Caller ID seems
reliable (Herbert).

Once money is given to a
scammer, it can often be difficult or
even impossible to get back. The
quicker onetriesto get his money back,
the morelikdy heis to haveit returned. If one
paid through a debit or credit card, he should
contact his bank immediately and explain the
Stuation; at that point, the transaction may be
abletobeterminated. Smilarly, if oneused agift
card, money transfer gpp, or cash reload card,
he should contact the company right away and
it may beabletorefund thepersonfor thescam.
Themost important thingistoact quickly when
ascam hastaken place (Herbert).

Sources:

BeingAnuzThapa. “How Phone
ScammersTricked Americansout of Tensof Billions
of Dallarsin2022.” CNBC, CNBC, 5 Nov. 2022.

“Can You Go to Jail for Scamming
SomeoneOnline?” Robert M. Helfend, 30 Sept. 2022

Hebert, Amy, et al. * Phone Scams.”
Consumer Advice, 21 Jan. 2022, https://
consumer.ftc.gov/articles/phone-scams.

The End Of A Pandemic?

By: VeronicaFrank

Since March of 2020, the COVID-19
pandemic has kept the the United States in a
national Public Hedth Emergency. These past
three years have been filled with death, schools
that are falling behind, and months of socia
isolaion. However, thisperiod of wearing masks
and five day quarantines seemsto be coming to
aclose asthe Biden Administration announced
that onMay 11th, 2023, theNationd PublicHedlth
Emergency for COVID-19will officidly beoverin
theUnited States(L uhby). Thismoveby theBiden
Administration has both rea world
consequences and a symbolic meaning, as it
sgnifies ared movement towards being “back
to normd”. As we approach the end of the
COVID-19era, what will change?Andwill there
be consequences?

Throughout thepandemic, millionsof
Americans have had access to free Covid tedts,
trestments and vaccines, but with theend of the
public hedth emergency, that will al change as
one will have start paying out of pocket if he
wishestoreceiveatest or vaccine. Although, the
coronavirusisno longer upending everyday life
totheextentthat it oncedid, thereisdtill anaverage
of morethan 500 peopleintheUnited Statesthat
aredying from Covid-19 each day (LaFraniere).
Despite this, the Biden Administration went
through on the“ Pandemic IsOver Act”. Hereis
whet the Act focuses on:

Overdl, thebiggest changetheAct will
have on the United States is the dimination of
having familiesprotected by Medicaid, aservice
that provides hedlth coverage to millions of
Americans,induding digiblelow-incomeadults,
children, pregnant women, ederly adults and
peoplewith disahilities, asthey were duringthe
pandemic. The Kaiser Family Foundation
edimatesthat anywhereform5-14 millionpeople
could lose Medicaid coverage. However, Covid
vacainesand boogterswill continueto becovered
for peoplewith privateinsurancewhen given by
in-network providersbecause of variousfederd
lawsincluding the Affordable Care Act and the
Inflation Reduction Act set in 2020. But,
uninsured peaplewill nolonger beableto access
freevaccinesthrough state Medicaid programs.
Pfizer and M odernahavedready announced that
thecommercia pricesof their Covid-19vaccine
will likdly bebetween $32 and $130per dose, which

A New Year For Brazil
By: GiulianoWang

received in 2018; speculation hascircul ated
however, that heisinfactinthe United States
toshield himself fromthelegal ramifications
of the storming of the Brazilian Congress
(Olson). Bolsonaro even refused to
participate on January 1st, 2023 in the
ceremonial transfer of power that is
traditionally held upon the el ection of anew
president in Brazil (Savarese). Also, despite
conceding the powers of the president, he
has still not formally acknowledged that he
lost the election, stating that he would only
“comply withthe Congtitution” (Vigna). The
political instability, aswell astheincreasing
violent behavior of thefar right, isespecialy
dangerousin Brazil asfrom 1964 to 1985 the
country was ruled by a far right military
dictatorship; and Bolsonaro, aformer captain
in the post dictatorship military, has
expressed somefondnessfor the regime, as
he reinstated celebrations of the 1964 coup
that lead to the regime’s founding (“ Brazil:
Bolsonaro Celebrates Brutal Dictatorship”)
and even praised a noted and infamous
torturer that served theregimeas*“anationa
hero who prevented Brazil falling into what

theleft wantstoday,” (Reuters Staff)

Bolsonaro’'sclaimsof arigged election
are nothing new. In fact, claims of voter
tampering date back to before hewaselected, as
in 2015, whilehewasstill inthe Brazilian House
of Representatives, he stated of the voting
system: “Just as | have no way of proving that
there was fraud, nobody on the other side can
provethat therewasn't fraud” (Nicas). Heeven
spread false claims of apossible plot to subvert
his2018 election, statinginAugust of 2021, “The
deal with these hackers would be to divert 12
million votesfrom candidate Jair Bolsonaro. To
disappear with 12 million votes. | repeat, | don’t
haveproof and | don’t know if it'strue. But that's
the story we're investigating” (Nicas). More
recently in September of 2022 he stated that, “ If
| have less than 60 percent of the votes,
something abnormal happened in the election
agency” (Nicas).

Bolsnaro’s presidency has also been
fraught with controversy. For instance, once he
waselectedin 2018, regulationson deforestation
were repealed and the deforestation of the
Amazon skyrocketed. Along with loosening
restrictions on gun ownership laws that

is about three to four times what the federal
government has paid. (Luhby).
COVID-19testsaregoingtobetreated
smilarly asinsurersmay continueto cover Covid
tests but only if they aredistributed by anarrower
pool of in-network providers. However, thosewith
privateinsurance could facechargesfor labtests,
evenif they areordered by aprovider. Medicare
beneficiaries will dso haveto start paying for a
portion of any tests. They will faceout-of pocket
costs for a& home testing and al trestment. In
addition, privately insured Americans will
continue to receive coverage for Covid
treastments, whilethosewith M edicare Part D
will be covered for anti-viral treatment
until the federal supply is gone. The
federal supply stopped being
manufactured in the Spring of 2022 and
what isleft israpidly on the decline. On
apositive note however, Teleheal th that
was provided by Medicaid is still going
to be provided after the Public
Emergency has ended and into 2024.
Sadly, according to the
Department of Health and Human
Services, a total of roughly fifteen
million people could be dropped from
Medicaid when the continuous
enrollment requirement ends. Many of those
who are disenrolled from Medicaid, however,
could qudify for other coverage. The
Biden Administration has been working
to boost the monthly benefits of food
stamps so that each family gets a
supplement of at least $95 a month.
Overall, it seemsthat the “ Pan-
demic Is Over Act” resembles the end
of an erafor the United States. For the
past three years, our government has
been working to help those who lost
their jobsand loved onesduring the pandemic.
Now, aswetry to comeback tonormd, thecush-
ion that had been given to many Americansis
being removed. Although, Bidenistryingtomove
dowly with enforcing the Act, therewill il be
consequences. Will theremoval of Medicaid ber+
efits cause further poverty or will it benefit our
country in the long-run? Either way, the
Biden Administration is ready to take

the masks off.

subsequently led to more gun related deaths
(NPR), he is perhaps most infamous for his
mismanagement of the coronavirus. In 2020,
he directly promoted a drug that he clamed
cured COVID-19; Bolsnaro not only ignored
recommendations by the World Health
Organization to contain thevirus, but heaso
actively stopped the Brazilian Congressfrom
attempting toimplement them (Philips). All of
this netted him accusations by a Brazilian
congressional panel and the federal police of
committing “crimes against humanity” and
abetting mass genocide (Nicas).

Inspiteof all of the controversy that
Bolsnaro has helped fuel, Lula da Silvatook
office on January 1st and the transition of
power was asmooth one. In hisinauguration
speech, LuladaSilvapromised to beauniting
forcefor Brazil. With Brazil being divided dong
political lines, da Silvatook thetime to em-
phasizetheamount of trust the peopleshould
place in the power of the vote. “ Despite ev-
erything, the decision in the ballots pre-
vails, thanks to an electoral system in-

ternationdly recognizedfor itsefficacy” (John).
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Remembering Pope Benedict XVI

By: Sarah Bar nett

The death of Pope Benedict XVI
has been a heartbreaking event for many
people around the world. He was known as
areligious symbol, but with over 260 popes
coming and going over the years, he often
got lost in the crowd. Pope Benedict XVI
however, is actually one of the most
interesting popesin our time, if not the most
interesting.

Born as Joseph Alois Ratzinger
on April 16th, 1927 in the German town of
Marktl, Bavaria, Ratzinger wasonly six years
old when the Nazisroseto power. Hisfamily,
especially his father, however, hated the
Nazis (Frassetto) Unfortunately though, at
fourteen years old, he was automatically
enrolled into the Hitler Youth as it was
required of all Aryan fourteen year old boys
in Germany. Despite being forced to be a
part of the Hitler Youth, he used any excuse
he could to not attend meetings; in fact, with
the help of one of histeachers, he got away
withit. In addition, asachild, Ratzinger was
described as a boy who didn’t like sports;
he was sensitive and gentle. In fact, he
preferred to be alone with a book. (Lander
and Bernstein). Ashegrew older, he became
interested in theology, studied it, and became
ordained asapriest in 1951. Ultimately, he
completed his doctorate in Theology in
1953; and in 1957, he started to teach
Theology at multiple universities.

Decades later, at the age of 78,
Ratzinger was sel ected to become the pope,
but in actuality he considered turning down
the offer as he didn't want to hold that
position. However, he stated that he
“couldn’t say no” and that his election felt
to him “like a guillotine” (WYM). His
reasoning for not wanting to accept the role
was his desire to continue his career as a
theologist and his feeling that he didn’t fit
the role as pope. After all, being the pope
requirestravel, constant public appearances,
and an enormous amount of pressure to
please the people. Being someone who
enjoyed analyzing, debating, and
questioning the things around him he stated
that he wasn'’t sure he had the ability “to be
simple with the ssimple people’ (Wooden).
Hewould even have gone back to Germany
to continue hisstudy in theology if he could
have. Thus, after eight years as the pope,
Ratzinger became the first in his role to
resign since Pope Gregory X1 in 1415. In
reference to his resignation, he stated that,
“my hour had passed, and | had given all |
could”; he added that he doesn’t regret
resigning, but feelsguilty in hisresignation
and in the fact that he had let people down
and hurt friends in the process (\Wooden).

Though he only served as the
pope for eight years, Ratzinger was able to
accomplish many things and was one of the
more unique popes due to his distinctive
way of teaching and actions he took to help
the people. One of his most remarkable
qualities was that he was the first pope to
ever meet with victims of clerical sexua
abuse; he felt very strongly about the topic
and was determined to expose the abusers
and work at solving the problem of sexual
assault in the churches (Wooden). In his
sermons, he was known for teaching love
instead of fear; hefelt asthough Christianity
should not be areligion of rules, but instead
areligion of acceptance and forgiveness.

One of Ratzinger’s most
endearing qualities however, is his love of

cats. Even though no pets are allowed at
the Vatican, he has a cat named Chico who
lives at his home in Tubingen, Germany.
Chico is a black-and-white domestic
shorthair and according to housekeeper
AgnesHeindl, thereisalso amulti-colored
tabby cat that hangs around the residence
aswell (Dolak). Another example of hislove
of catswould involve him being seen after
celebrating massat asmall church. Ratzinger
went to visit the church cemetery, which
was full of cats. According to eyewitness
Knight Ridder, all of the cats* ran up to him.
They knew him and loved him” (Dolak). On
top of cats, Ratzinger isjust generally known
to love all animals; in regards to his
childhood home, he stated that he
“experienced the beauty of creation” and
that he would often hike the mountains
around his home and play with the animals
his neighbors had. He stated that he “even
herded cows” which *brought [him] closer
to nature, and it was important for [him] to
have had this first experience with God's
creatures and to bond with animals”
(Dolak). Another interesting fact about
Ratzinger was that he actually held a
helicopter pilot’s license, but never got a
drivers' license. He enjoyed flying the papal
helicopter, but was unable to drive a car.
(Dol&k). He also adored music and he was
able to play the piano; he was known to
play Mozart on the piano before he went to
bed (Lander and Bernstein).

From his active rebellion against
Nazisto hisbeautiful teachingsand love of
cats, Pope Benedict XVI will go down in
history as one of the most special popeswe
have ever had the honor to see in action
and learn about.
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AnAlarming Arming

By: Vincent Giuglianoand Ava Connelly

On January 6th, 2021, students at
Richneck Elementary School inVirginia, strolled
intotheir dlassroomsand wereexcited for theday
ahead of them. Unfortunately, an unnamed sx
year old quickly took the joy out of their daily
school experience and in fact traumatized them
for lifewhen he pulled out a 9mm handgun and
shot his teacher in the stomach as she was
teaching alessonto theclass(Lavoie & Finley).

As the events of that particular day
unfolded, morecametolightinregardstothesix-
year-old shooter. USA Today's Ben Finley and
DeniseLavoiereported that thiswasnot thefirst
concerning and heinous act that thisyoung male
sudent carried out. Prior tothisshooting, hewas
sad to have “Congantly cursed at teachers’ or
“Chased sudents and tried to whip them with
hisbelt”; heeven* Once choked ancther teacher
until she couldn’t breethe’. In the shooting thet
occurred onJanuary 6th, however, thepolicechief,
Steve Drew, stated that there had been an
dtercation between the student and his teacher,
Twenty-five year old, Ms. Zwerner, prior to the
shooting and that atercation, could have been
the student’s motivation to commit this act of
violence. He previoudy had an dtercation with
her where he “Slammed’ Zwerner’s cdll phone
andbrokeit”. “Thenext day hepulledout a9mm
handgun and shot her”.

The fact thet the child shooter may
have had either amental or emotiond disability
makes it even more upsetting that a gun was
within reach of such a child(ABC News). The
teachersand adminigratorsa Richneck alegedly
knew thedanger thet thischild posed and severd
hoursprior totheshoating multiple, someof them
evenwarned the adminigration of theimminent
danger. Ms. Zwerner’'s lawyer stated that
adminigtrators were informed that the boy had
made several threats to other students
throughout the day and till no action wastaken.
Theinability of theadminigtratorsto take action
could have potentidly cost the life of ateacher
anddid ultimately scar many kidsfor life. All of
thisinformation raisesthe question of why asix-
year-old child was within reach of a handgun,
and could thiswholeincident have been avoided
if armed security had been posted at this school.
Theschool hassincere-opened Sncetheincident,
but according to the Richneck Elementary
school’s website, the school found it necessary
to implement a licensed therapist to support
children and their parents who are now scarred
by the traumatic events.

Thefear of smilar Stuationsoccurring
inmoreschoolshasled severd didtrictstoimple-
ment more security measures. EvenonLong s
land, the South Huntington School Didtrict re-
cently had its school board unanimously voted
to have armed security patrol the outside of sev-
erd schoolswithinthedigtrict. “Duringthemeet-
ing, the Board President said he believed 70 per-
cent of parents were in agreement with armed
guards’(ABC 7). The digtrict wants bath chil-
dren and parentsto fed comfortable and safe as
dl schoadls atthispointintime, areat somesort of
risk when it comes to any potentia violent or
aggressive acts happening. The Smithtown
Schoal Didtrict even followed suit in February
2023 and now hasarmed guards patrolling each
of the school’swithin itsdistrict. Superintendent
Mark Secaur said the security is there to
“strengthen our ability to respond during a
crissaswel asto deter those who may seek to
doharm” (nbenewyork.com). Andwithanincress:
ing number of schoal threats and violent acts
occurring, very soonmoredigtrictswill probably
beincreasing their security measuresaswell.

Intense Changes
Are Upon Us

By: MiaPerciballi

The extremely low
temperatures that hit New York on
February 2nd and 3rd of 2023 came asa
shock to all those who livein the area.
Even with this drastic change from a
mild winter to an arctic one, New
Yorkers are glad that it only lasted for
two days. Unlike this instance,
California was subjected to
unprecedented weather conditions that
spanned for a period much longer than
two days. From |late-December to mid-
January, Californians dealt with intense
storms that led to flooding and
landslides.

It is important to note that
Californiaisentering itsfourth year of
an ongoing drought. This has
intensified the wildfires in a state that
is already prone to that type of extreme
weather. Wildfires in California are
lasting longer and causing more
destruction nowadays. These fires
leave wooded areas clear of vegetation
which helps anchor soil and therefore
makes them more susceptible to
landslides. Chris Field, the director of
Stanford University’s Woods Institute
for the Environment, says that “In
general, there's a strong relationship
between areas that are burned in
wildfires and debris flow in the year
following when there’s heavy rain”.
This is exactly what made the recent
storms in California so destructive—
wildfires were the root of the issue.

The National Weather Service
referred to the conditionsin California
as a “relentless parade of atmospheric
rivers” which brought heavy rain,
intense flooding, and mudslides to the
area. These storms, which occurred one
after another, brought down trees,
damaged homes, and | eft thousands of
people without power. Officials had to
issue evacuation orders to high-risk
areas.

The destruction that was
done as a result of this severe weather
in California was monumental.
Communities are now struggling to
repair the damage. The Ventura County
Sheriff's Office reported, “Towering
piles of rock and mud reach over 40 feet
tall in some locations, blocking access
to roadways and leaving residents
isolated to the canyon”. Ongoing
storms made for unsafe conditions,
slowing the cleanup effort. “Public
Works estimates it may take up to three
weeksto clear asingle-lane accessroad into
the community and up to six months to
complete required repairs’. Thankfully,
Californianswerefinally ableto get abreak
from the continuous storms. However, they
will be dealing with the repercussions of
the damage | eft behing for monthsto come.

The December-January stormsin
California were devastating. Atmospheric
storms, intensified by the aftermath of the
wildfires that preceded them, devastated
the western coast of the United States. The
process of repair will certainly be a long
and intense one.
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What does China's rapidly
declining and aging population have
to do with us here in the U.S.? Well,
many of our consumer and commercial
goods, medical suppliesand vital raw
materials that are supplied by China
will be impacted because of China's
rapidly declining and aging
population. In an interconnected
global economy, as John Donne, the
English poet said,” No man isanisland
entire of itself”; no one is self-
sufficient, and no country stands
alone. As China experiences a rapid
decline in its population and thus,
relinquishes its title as the most
populous country in the world, the
many uncertainties and negative
impacts of this seismic shift will be felt
not just within China, but also around
the world.

Why is this happening?
China has the second largest
economy in the world and is
instrumental in driving global growth;
its exponentially shrinking and rapidly
aging population poses problems for
the rest of the world. The United
Nations estimates that if China's birth
rate remains at its super-low level with
no intervention, by the end of this
century, China will lose 700 million
people; that's nearly half of its current
population (Dettmers). This is
alarming because China currently
makes up 28.4% of the global
manufacturing output, adding a total
value of nearly $4 trillion to the world
economy, which is 11.8% more than
the 16.6% of global manufacturing and
output of $1.8 trillion the U.S. makes
up. The majority of consumer and
commercial goods like electronics,
textiles, and garments are made in
China (World Population Review).
Chinaalso has a substantial impact on
the supply of many vital drugs; the
world experienced supply shortages of
aspirin and ibuprofen during the
Covid-19 pandemic because two-
thirds of all aspirin and ibuprofen are
produced in China (Harris; Lazarus).
The decreasing workforce that creates
all of these vital medications,
electronics, and clothing in China,
directly correlates to the decline in
such output, which directly impacts
the rest of the world.

The answer to the declinein
China’'s workforce can directly be
attributed to the country’s one-child
policy, which was a nationwide
program implemented in China from
1980 to 2016; it limited most Chinese
families to only having one child
(Pletcher). For 36 years, China
enforced its one child policy via a
variety of draconian means, including
forced contraceptives, forced
sterilizations and forced abortions in
order to reduce the growth rate of
China’'s already massive population.
This one-child policy also led to sex-
selecting abortions and infanticide of
newborn girls because of the
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China’s Rapidly Declining And Aging Population Affects
Everyone’'s Way Of Life
By: KaitlinHo

traditional preference for boys and the
need to carry on the family’s surname
and lineage (Mullen). Even after the
reversal of this policy in early 2016,
there was no sustained increase in
birth rates (Pletcher). This is
problematic as since 2014,the
country’s working population has
already declined by11 million people.
Its current working-age population is
projected to start declining by 60% in
the 2030s from around 980 million
workersin 2021 to 378 million workers
by the end of the century (ANI). Now,
China is faced with a demographic
crisis and wants women to have more
than one baby; as an incentive,
Chinese officials are giving tax and
housing credits, educational benefits
and even cash to push females to have
more children (Stevenson). In
hindsight, the one-child policy
implemented at the time by the Chinese
government to slow down population
growth actually created more lingering
problems than originally intended,
including a shrinking workforce, which
directly contributes to a decline in
output and exporting, and a dwindling
economy.

What’s even more concerning
isthat China’sbirth rate (1.16 children
per woman) is lower than the number
of births needed to keep population
levels stable, whichis 2.1 children per
woman (Fischler). This meansthere will
be less of the newer generation to
replenish the declining workforce;
fewer babies equal fewer workers.
China is also rapidly aging with the
number of Chinese citizens 65 years
and older growing by nearly 100 million
people from 2000 to 2021 (Fischler).
Ul ti matdy, important exportscomefrom China
andwiththeworkforcein Chinadecreasing, the
globa economic consequences Ao increase;
theworldwill not get the productsit needs, and
inflationwill continueto skyrocket (Dettmers).

In general,China’s declining
population serves as an omen to the U.S. and
therest of theworld. Thecurrent U.S. hirthrate
is1.6 children per woman, anditisevenlowerin
most European countriesaswell as Japan (1.3),
China(1.2), and South K orea(0.8). Almogt every
country in theworld will fall below this bresk-
even point soon, leading to an overdl decrease
in the globa workforce. In fact, the world is
aready experiencing a greet labor shortage in
indugtriessuchasairlines, day cares, and military
sarvice(Dettmers). Thisdecreaseinlabor means
less globa production and therefore less
economic growth aswell aslessmoney being
spent on these industries. The less support and
fewer sdes these indudtries garner, the lower
the profits (Dettmers) become. With a
diminishing workforce, thereisultimately less
growth and prosperity for everyone.
Unfortunately for China, the problem exigson
afar moredramatic scae. Unlesseach affected
nation intervenes and managesto mitigate
its own situation, the declining world
population will only accelerate to
ultimately wreak havoc on and cause
irreparable damage to the global
economy.

ChatGPT: New Technology and Academics

By: KaitlinHo

In an age where technology is
becoming increasingly advanced, not even
writing and human thought remain untouched.
OpenAl’s ChatGPT, Google’'s Bard and
Microsoft's Sydney areall products of machine
learning; these algorithms search for patterns
in huge amounts of data and become
increasingly proficient at generating
statistically probable outputs. In this case,
these outputs are human-like language and
thought (Chomsky). If anyone needs an
apology letter to his soon-to-be divorced
partner, an email to hisbossasking for araise,
or alove poem to his crush— ChatGPT has
got him covered. But, asgreat asthismay seem,
it actually poses new ethical concerns and
ramificationsfor academics, credtivity, origina
thinking, and plagiarism.

When asked what ChatGPT is,
Chat GPT responded.

“1 am ChatGPT, a large language
model trained by OpenAl, based on the GPT-
3.5 architecture. | was created by OpenAl, an
artificial intelligence research organization
founded in 2015 by a group of tech luminaries
including Elon Musk, Sam Altman, Greg
Brockman, llya Sutskever, John Schulman,
and Wojciech Zaremba.

My purposeisto generate natural
language responses to various prompts or
questions posed by users. | was trained on a
vast corpus of text data fromtheinternet using
deep learning techniques, which allows me
to generate responses that are contextually
relevant, grammatically correct, and
semantically meaningful.

| can be used for a wide range of
applications, including chatbots, virtual
assistants, language translation, text
summarization, and more. My creators at
OpenAl envisioned me as a powerful tool for
advancing the field of artificial intelligence
and unlocking new possibilities for human-
machine interaction.”

While ChatGPT does have potential
benefits, one drawback has teachers al over
the nation scrambling: cheating.ChatGPT-
involved cheating is already regularly
occurring. In California, a student used
ChatGPT to cheat on an essay in an Al ethics
class. Santa Clara University professor Brian
was able to detect the essay as Al generated
because the essay “wasn’t exactly on topic
and, also, it had a very kind of, honestly, a
robotic feel toitin someways’ (Germain). It
has also occurred in a Florida gifted students
program. Fortunately, in both of these cases,
the cheating was easy to detect because
ChatGPT still writeslikearobot; teacherswere
able to detect the essays that looked different
than their student’s previously written
assignments (Germain). Furman University
Assistant Philosophy Professor Darren Hick
wasalso ableto detect Al usageas*It'saclean
style. Butit'srecognizable. | would say it writes
likeavery smart 12th-grader.” However, even
though Hick has abackground in the ethics of
copyright law, he said proving that the paper
waswritten by ChatGPT was nearly impossible
and he had to have the student admit to
cheating. (Mitchell)

So, what are the current methods
teachers are using to detect Al usage besides
finding a “student’s voice?” Open Al, the
makers of ChatGPT, hasbeen trying to provide

ways to make cheating more difficult, but it
has yet to produce effective solutions.
Hoping to combat cheating, Open Al came
out with a text classifier in late January.
However, instead of mitigating teachers
fears, the new detection tool has not been
effective; OpenAl’s text classifier only
identifiesAl-written text accurately aquarter
of the time and gives a false positive for
nearly 1in 10 submissions. Thisissimilar to
how ChatGPT does not allow copying and
pasting of the Al generated text, but it can
be easily bypassed through text recognition
software. Eventheapp GPT Zero created by
a Princeton college student works slightly
better (Miolene). Theapp GPT Zero, created
by Computer Science student Edward Tian,
uses statistical characteristics to determine
whether atext waswritten by ahuman or an
Al (Ghani). Infact, Professor Hick used GPT
Zero and “came across what turned out to
bewritten by ChatGPT, an essay in my [his]
upper-level philosophy class” (KTLA).
SantaClaraUniversity Professor Brian Green,
who had an instance of a student cheating,
is no longer going to require essays as a
final project for Ethics in Artificial
Intelligence, replacing them with oral
presentations given in person. |mpromptu
oral exams are also being used at Furman
University in hopes of catching suspected
students off-guard (Mitchell). Closer to
home, when asked how North Shore High
School plans to combat ChatGPT, English
teacher Robert LaBlanc stated, “ Yeah, we're
[the English Department] planning to havea
lot more of the writing done in class. | can
tell when apieceiswritten by ChatGPT. All
the samples[of ChatGPT] | have seen so far
are written perfectly, almost too perfect.
They are missing that human voice”.
The question is though: will ChatGPT
eventually become advanced to the
point where it is undetectable?

While alarm bells did ring
during theinitial release of ChatGPT in
late 2022, and it seems as though
mechanical minds have surpassed
artistic creativity, there still are waysto
detect Al usage in writing. In regards
to North Shore, Eric Contreras, North
Shore High School’s principal, believes
that, “For along time, humans have been
responding to new technology... |
remember when the cal culator first came
out; they [administrators] did not allow
us to use it on our tests. However, we
gradually started to use them
[calculators] as they were more
efficient. | think there are benefits and
drawbacks to new technology like
ChatGPT and it really depends on how
we [humans] use it. Ultimately, if a
student commits any form of plagiarism
or cheating, they are losing valuable
learning opportunities.” According to
Contreras, as of March 16, 2023, there
have not been any reported instances
of Al-involved cheating at North Shore
High School. But, as technology
advances and intellectual insight, literary
cregtivity and every other digtinctively human
quality seem to be threatened, it isimportant to
reflect on whether or not society wants to be
consumingAl or human-created art forms.
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The Sea Cliff Arts Council:
The Latest Place To
Experience Music

By: MaeCuriale

Music has always been adefining
feature of SeaCliff. Thishavenfor al kinds
of artists has inspired others, just as much
asit has benefitted from the inspritation of
its residents. Lately, many unique musical
traditions have developed in Sea Cliff; there
are “Sunset Serenades in the parks during
the summer, “Second Sundays’ and their
live music on the second Sunday of each
month and the fabulous Friday night
“Music on the Beach.”

Not only isthere music, but there
are also artist exhibitions, poetry
performances, book signings, sculpture
workshops, meditation circles, and since
1999, there has been the Sea CIliff Arts
Council to help promote and organizeit all.

The mission statement of the
Council is: “blending art, culture and
community to discover, inspire and create
together” (seacliffartscouncil.org). Fromits
brand new location on Roslyn Avenue in
Sea Cliff, that’s exactly what is happening.
Since the move in September 2022, the
Council has hosted many events.The
current chairperson of the Arts Council is
local business owner and artist Kathleen
DiResta. Shesaid,” The Council was started
by then-mayor Claudia Moyne to create
opportunitiesfor local artiststo share their
work.” DiRestarecounted some of the most
recent events that have been hosted by the
SeaCliff ArtsCouncil (SCAC), including a
few open micsrun by some of North Shore
High School’s own students for young
musicians. The Council organizes many
ways for people to get involved in music
and art in the community.

The Council’s board members
include local residents Mark Sobel, Heidi
Hunt, Noelle Faillo Evans and obviously
Kathleen DiResta, dl of whom haveexcellent
relationships with musicians and artists. In
fact, local musician Frank Ferraradescribed
how he runs jazz workshops and has done
various performances, “under the auspices
of the Sea Cliff Arts Council.” When
describing one of the workshops he leads,
Ferraraoffered, “ Thejazz workshopismore
than just about the music, which is
wonderful; it's also about community-
people meeting each other.” Ferrara
embodiesthe Sea Cliff spirit of community
and collaboration. “We were thinking of
having people come in and view the
workshop- just comein, sit down and watch
theworkshop. It'saway for more peopleto
participate in the arts in different ways,
whether as consumers or as themselves.”
As Ferrara explained, anyone can get
involved intheartsin Sea Cliff through the
concerts, exhibits, and events of the SCAC.
Additiondly, according to DiResta, the SCAC
aso hosts “music lessons, art classes, wallness
classes” and other opportunities for the
residents of Sea Cliff and the surrounding areas
sothat they may experienceartlocaly.

The Sea Cliff Arts Council is now
doing morefor the community than it ever has.
Itsmembersarel ooking forwardto sharingwith
and gppreciating artists, not just from Sea Cliff,
but from dl around the North Shore area. Ms.
DiRestashared, “it'sbeen beyond amazing.”

For afull listing of upcoming events
and opportunities, visit the website:
seecliffartscoundcil.org.
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Sea Cliff And I'ts Charming Business District

It'sadtill, summer day in Sea Cliff
andyou arewalking downtheVillage' smain
road that is home to its lively businesses.
These places are more than a welcome
addition to the breathtaking view that can
be found just up the road in Hippie Park or
thegorgeousVictorian homesthat makeyou
gasp asyou seeone after the other. So many
familiesand coupleslovetodinein cozy well-
lit indoor and outdoor spaces as platters of
amazing food get handed to them. Simply
put, al along SeaCliff Avenue, people come
to enjoy everything it hasto offer whether it
involveseating, shopping or smply strolling
around. So what are some of the places in
Sea Cliff that you should be checking out as
soon as possible?

1.Sea Cliff Shave | ce- This small
businesswasan exciting addition to Sea Cliff
inthe Spring of 2021. The menu consists of
different flavors of shaved ice, which is a
Sweet treat that originated in Hawaii. This
typeof iceisfluffy and soft when compared
toregular iceslikethoseserved at aRalph'’s.
Thenatural and crestiveflavor combinations
are beyond imaginable. They include
watermelon, pina colada, amaretto,
pomegranate, and more. In addition, your
ices can be topped off with delicious treats
like shredded coconut, an edible flower or
even mochi. This makesit the perfect place
to go with friends on a hot summer’s day.
The businessis also very eco-friendly asiit
uses sustainable materials in its products
and not a single piece of plastic. Even the
cups are bio-degradable. On top of this, the
business contributes to great causes such
as the Glen Cove Animal Shelter, Cove
Rescue.

2.Moonshot Emporium- Thisstore
is known for its large collection of vintage
records and clothing. It offers classics such
asthe Beatlesto present day pop albums by

Over the past few months, there
has been aglobal discussion regarding the
Netflix documentary Harry & Meghan. The
docuseries has in fact helped the public
gain a better understanding of Harry and
Meghan as genuine people. However, itis
till hard to have a full understanding of
who they truly are because of their lack of
opinions on the ‘drama’ that has occurred
withintheroyal family.

Although from viewersthere has
been a good deal of disgust surrounding
this docuseries, many others have
expressed sympathy for Harry and
Meghan. Ever since the docuseries’
release, the couple has been faced with an
overwhelming amount of press. A BBC
commentator explained that, “Harry has
complained that he and Meghan were
sacrificed to the press asthe palace worked
to protect more senior membersof thefamily
at their expense” (BBC). Some found this
unfair. Additionally, many Americans
admired the fact that Harry and Megan
moved to Americato start a new life and
tell their story. “ Ultimately, Americansare
flattered that when seeking freedom, the
Sussexes chose to maketheir new homein

By: ElsaLanne

Taylor Swift. There are also funky pins and
pieces of vintage garb. This makesit a perfect
placeto explore and interact with the owners or
customers who also appreciate the music and
clothing of the past. And, if you are looking to
sl your record collection, thisbusinessiswhere
to go. The store also adways has impressive
window displays that catch your attention as
you pass hy. Since Sea Cliff is known for its
artsy vibe, thisbusinessis a perfect fit.

3. Hummingbird- Thisis a femae-
owned small business that was founded by
SuzetteLaVale, astylist, buyer and collaborator
for fashion magazines. The boutique sdlls chic
trendy clothing and accessories for women.
And, the cozy aesthetic of the store and
fabulous window displays invites every
woman to enter who walks by. The
products sold in the store make the
perfect gifts for friends or family. Here,
there is something for every woman.

4.Still Partners- is one of the most
popular restaurants in Sea Cliff that
frequently offers entertainment. The
restaurant/bar offers classic American
cuisine such as burgers, salads, sides and
much more. The business is a great spot
to socialize and have a fabulous time.
Local bands can also be spotted
performing here. This makes it the perfect
placeto go for live music, food and overall
good vibes.

5. Sea Cliff Bistro- The Bistrois
one of the only places to get lunch or
coffee in Sea Cliff. The cozy space has
plenty of seating and so many beverage
choices on its menu ranging from hot
coffee to iced tea. The Bistro also offers
a variety of breakfast and lunch options,
such as muffins and sandwiches. Locals
to Sea Cliff thoroughly enjoy the time that
they spend in this pleasant bistro. The
friendliness of the people there truly make

A Royal Fallout

By: AvaGibstein and Gianna Sella

America. Theland of thefreg’ (BBC). Moving
to America symbolized the shift towards
acceptance and equality that they have been
searching for. Americais seen asaplacethat
isfull of opportunities.

On the other hand, the docuseries
received lots of backlash concerning
Meghan Markle's insulting behavior
toward Queen Elizabeth I1. In the article
“1t'sOK to Admit That Harry and Meghan
Are Annoying”, people labeled her as
“nasty” and “despicable” in regards to
when she“ Re-enacts her first meeting with
Queen Elizabeth II, where she didn’t
understand that she was supposed to
bow, or even how to bow once she
grasped its necessity” (Staples). Many
thought this re-enactment showed her
lack of respect toward the queen. People
on social media even claimed the
docuseries is “one-sided,” since the it
only expressed Harry and Meghan
Markle’'s opinions (Express). This not
only makes it harder for people to put a
label on Harry and Meghan, but it makes
it more challenging for people to fully
understand both sides of the story
regarding how they feel in comparison to

this business the heart of Sea Cliff.

6. Frost Ceramics and
M er cantile- Thisis abusiness that was
founded by Chris Frost, alocal pottery
maker , who opened this place in order
to spread his love for art and ceramics.
Having this spot right in the Village is
an amazing opportunity for people who
are trying to find new ways to be
creative. It is a great place to look
around and support a local artist. The
store not only sells beautiful
handcrafted pottery pieces, but it also
offers many classes for people who
want to try new things. This business
adds so much to Sea Cliff.

7. K. DiResta Collective- is“A
boutique/studio that highlights local
artists and artisans” says the owner
Kathleen DiResta. The business sells
beautiful handcrafted jewelry, aswell as
showcases other artists in the
community. The business provides so
much to Sea CIliff, DiResta explains.
“People love coming and finding unique
things; they love connecting with
friends they runinto.” On top of the fine
craftsmanship sold at the store, it isalso
acommunity hub; it’s aplace for people
to enjoy looking around and socialize
with others. The bright colors both
inside and outside of the store create
an uplifting atmosphere that seems to
make the community brighter.

These are only a few examples
of the small businesses that are located
in Sea Cliff. They will have an
everlasting effect on the community and
people should be encouraged more to
shop locdly to support the passionate people
who created these wonderful places. The
businesses are the essence of theVillageand are
thekey tolifting up SeaCliff’scommunity.

the royals.

As you can see, this docuseries
has received both positive and negative
responses/feedback that are swaying
people both on and off-team Harry and
Meghan. It is hard to get a full
understanding of the conflict within the
royal family though due to not being told
both sides of the story.

Sources:

“Julia Jacobs, Harry & Meghan’: A
Second Serving of Reviews for the Netflix
Series.” The New York Times,
www.nytimes.com/2022/12/15/arts/tel evision/
netflix-harry-meghan-documentary-
review.html.

“ Louis Saples, It'sOK to Admit That
Harry and Meghan Are Annoying.” Sate,
https://slate.com/human-interest/2022/12/
meghan-harry-netflix-series-review-
release.html.

“ Oliva Gantzer, Netflix viewers
outraged by ‘one-dded’ Harry & Meghanvol 2 over
explodveroyal daims” Express, wwwv.express.co.uk/
showbi z/tv-radio/1709819/Netflix-Harry-and-
Meghan-one-sded- documentary-backliash.

“ Sara Smith, Why Americans ssemmore
pro-Harry than Brits” BBC News, www.bbc.com/
news'world-us-canada-64225852.
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Kyprian's Recipe Corner

By: Kyprian Kallaur

| lovefoodand | loveworking with
my teachers at North Shore High School.
So, | decided that it would be interesting to
learn more about my teachers' livesandtheir
favorite family recipes. Please enjoy the
recipes and the stories behind them!

First, | interviewed Mrs. Alana
Cavallini. Sheis a speech pathologist and
hasworked at North Shore Middle and High
School for eight years.

KK: What isyour favorite family recipe?
AC: My favoritefamily recipeisEaster Meat
Pies. Every year leading up to Easter, my
family gets together and we prepare and
make these meat pies. We eat them on the
holiday and share them with family and
friends.

KK: Why isthisyour favorite recipe?

AC: Because everyone can participatein the
cooking process of the recipe. My niece
and nephew, parents, and now my husband
and son are al involved!

KK: What is your favorite memory of this
food?

AC: Asachild, my mom used to let me do
the basket weave with her on the top of the
pie and it looks really beautiful. | have
memoriesof being with my momwhen | was
little, and | thought it wasreally cool.

KK Thank you for sharing the recipe with
me! |sthereanything elseyouwould liketo
share about it?

AC: The recipe is written in my
grandmother’s handwriting, and it makes
LOTS of meat pies. If you want a small
amount for your family, you should quarter
therecipe.

Nobile Family Easter M eat Pies
(Ingredients in Photo)

Notes:

*When getting the meat and cheese from
the deli, ask them to cut everything alittle
less than half an inch thick.

*For the dough, use a basic pizza dough
from arestaurant or store. One pizzadough
will make the top and bottom of one meat
pie.

Directions:

1. Cut meats and cheeses into small cubes.
2. Addto alarge container/bowl to mix.
3.Add eggsand mix well.

4. Roll out somedough and lay it acrossthe
pie dish.

5. Fill the pie dish with a generous amount

of the meat and cheese mixture so that it is
level.

6. Roll out another piece of dough and cut it
into stripsto make abasket weave on top of
the pie.

7. Useafork to press down the edges of the
dough, so they stick together.

8. Trim the dough to make neat, round edges.
9. Paint the pie with egg whites to make a
shiny finish.

10. Pre-heat the oven to 425 degrees and
bake the pie until the crust is golden brown
and you can see the cheeseinside bubbling.

Next, | interviewed Mr. Eric
Contreras, North Shore High School’s
principal. He shared that he also lovesfood
like | do. While it was difficult to choose
just one recipe, he settled on his
grandmother’s chicken soup as his all-time
favorite. Although hedid not have an exact
recipe, the story behind it was wonderful to
hear.

KK: What isyour favorite family recipe?
EC: | havefamily recipes| enjoy alot. | like
to eat - | like food! But | would say that |
enjoy my grandmother’s soups. The one |
likethe most is her chicken soup, which she
would makefor measachild.

KK: Why isthisyour favorite?

EC: | enjoy it on cold days or when | am
sick. It has many different vegetables, like
carrots and parsnips, and | like it with rice.
It cooks for along time in a giant pot. The
chicken broth permeates the entire soup.
When it's really hot, it's delicious. She
would get it [the chicken] from an actua
butcher, so the flavor was very intense and
fresh. It warms me up on acold day.

KK: What is your favorite memory of this
food?

EC: My favorite memory is going with my
grandmother to shop for the ingredients
when | wasalittle boy. | especialy enjoyed
going to the butcher to get the poultry. |
liked going to the market to buy the carrots
and all of the other ingredients. | loved
shopping with her.

KK: Wheredid your grandmother live?
EC: My grandmother lived with us in
Queens. It was very nice having her in the
same house growing up.

| like to learn about my teachers
livesoutside of school, and food iscertainly
auniversal language!
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The Art Of Navigating New York City AsSA Teen

By: SophiaMar chiali

Asweapproach our teenageyears, the
ideaof goingto New York City for theday witha
group of friendsgartsto becomemoregppeding...
but thereisawaystheissue of technicdlities As
agroup of kidsunder the age of 18, how canwe
efficiently navigatethe streetsof Manhaitan, and
moreimportantly, safely?Well, first, confidenceis
key. Eveniif you are not confident in where you
are going, you must display confidence. If you
look vulnerable or uncertain, you automatically
increase your chances of becoming a target of
criminas(WebM D). Second, youmust remember
that you are never done.

There is an abundance of free apps
that you can download on your phone to act as
your persond liason. Frg, youhavetheessentias
MTA TrainTime, which will get you from your
locd traingationtoManhattan, and N'Y C Subway
MTA Map, whichwill hepyou navigatethemany
confusing subway lines. If you enter your loca
train station into the search bar on the MTA
TranTimeapp, amyriad of traintimeswill appear,
aswe | aswhich gationsyou may need to top at
toreachyour find destination. Beforethisyeer, a
Long Idand resident could only take the Long
Idand Railroad (LIRR) to Penn Sation. However,
asof January 25, 2023, thingshavegotten dightly
more complicated, with the additional option of
tekingthetrainto Grand Centrd Sation. You might
ask, but which one should | take? This depends
on what area you plan to venture into in
Manhattan. Penn Stetion is located eight blocks
downtownandfiveblocks\West of Grand Centra
Sation. o, if youplantogoto Bryant Park, Times
Square, Centra Park, or anyplaceabove 38th Street
and east of 5th Avenue, it may be easier to take
the train dl the way to Grand Central Stetion.
Therefore, if you planto go anywherebd ow this
line, it would beeasiest to get off at Penn Station.
However, if you prefer to get off a Penn Sation
and do have to go somewhere further uptown,
you can adways take one of the subways up,
depending on your destination.

Asforthesubway sysem, whichmay
seem daunting for some, it can become easy to
navigatewiththehelp of theNY C Subway MTA
Map app. For ateenager, who most likely will not
be going into Manhattan on aregular basis, it is
okay to not havethe subway sysemmemorized.
But a basic understanding of how it works is
necessary. There are a series of lineswhich are
accessible from Penn Station and some that are
ble from Grand Centra Station. Each
subway line is associated with a color, which is
helpful to remember when looking at amap, or
when locating the entrance for your subway ina
detion. From Penn Sation, you cantaketheA, C,
Eblueling or thel, 2, 3redlinewhichareavailable
within the stetion, or walk one block esst to 6th
Avenue and enter the Herald Square subway
dationandtaketheN, Q, Rydlow lineortheD, F
orangeline Tomost efficiently utilizethesubway
system, you can refer to another useful gpp for
help. Citymapper isfrecintheApp Soreanddlows
youtoinput your destination and currentlocation,
receiving an output of which subway line you
shouldtake(if any), inwhichdirectionyoushould
takethet line, and how many blocksandinwhich
directionyou shouldwak fromthesaiontoyour
destination. Once the app natifies you of the
detion, line, and direction of thesubway that you
shouldtake, youmust proceed with cautionwhen
entering the subway dation. You should have
your method of payment out and ready to use at
theturngtile when entering the Sation to prevent
yourself from looking vulnerable to possible
threats around you. As for payment, you can
purchase aMetroCard or Smply use Apple Pay

by tapping your phone on the reader. Most
subway ridescos $2.75 (MTA). After you make
it through the turndtile, there will be a series of
darcasesand Sgnswithlinenumbersandletters
on them in colorful circles. The app should be
referred to one more time to make sure the
platform of theright line (look for theright color
and|etter) isentered, intheright direction. When
ontheplatform; itisimportant toremainfar avay
fromtheedgeof theplatform, whichismarkedin
ydlow (ABC7).Additiondly, youshouldaways
remain dert and hold on to your belongings.

In the case that you hopped on the
wrong train, you should not panic! Onceagain,
never look vulnerable; keep cool! Just take a
deep bresth and open the NY C Subway MTA
Map gpp and listen to the announcements on
thetrainfor which sationyou arecurrently . If
you simply took the right subway line, but
hopped onthetraingoinginthewrong direction,
just exit the train when you reach the next stop
and walk to the centra halway in the ation.
Locate your subway line going in the correct
direction and enter that platform. If you got on
the wrong line, you can refer to your MTA
Subway Map gpp and look for the next stop on
the line you're on that has a subway with the
line that you should be on. Or you can aways
hop off & the next stop and use Citymapper to
navigate your way to your destination on foot.

Citymapper could bevery ussful when
navigatingthecity onfoot. Thegppwill tell you
thefastest routetotake. However, if your GPSis
causing problems due to weak Wifi or other
technical reasons, it is useful to know how the
Srestsarelaid outin Manhattan. Street numbers
increase from 1 Street to 220th Street when
moving uptown. However, this is only true
above Houston Street. Below thisline, and in
the West Village, many of the streets moving
acrosstown (laid out horizontally ontheidand)
have names and are not labelled numericaly.
Streetslaidout verticaly ontheidand, or moving
uptown and downtown, Sart a 1st Avenue on
theeastern-mogt edgeof theidand, andincresse
to 11th Avenue onthewestern-most edgeof the
idand. However, around Centrd Park, some
dreets do not follow this pattern. For ingtance,
in the Central Park Eagt areq, the Streets jump
from 3rd Avenue to Lexington Avenue, Park
Avenue, MadisonAvenueand then SthAvenue.
The dregts in the Central Park West area a0
change from numbers to names. For ingtance,
below Central Park South, 8th Avenueremains
8th Avenue, but above that line, 8th Avenue
turnsinto Centra Park \West.

Navigating the city is compli-
cated for anyone! But, for teenagers,
who may be even more vulnerable to
threats, it can get even more compli-
cated. Whenever you get confused or
lost, refer to one of the apps. Most
likely, these appswill help get you out
of arut. Additionally, it isimportant to
remember to follow your gut when it
comes to possible threats. Do not hesi-
tateto call 911 when you arein trouble.
Have confidence in your actions, and
you will automatically have increased
success when navigating Manhattan.

March 2023
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TicketMaster Or TicketDisaster?

By: LuciaCagno

As the nation begins to heal from
the Covid-19 pandemic, we have begun to
see some socia trends emerging. One of
these trends has to do with music. Online
music revenue has developed drastically
from 2019, and it seemsto only betrending
upward. By 2020, online music revenue
increased by 70% year-over-year (World
Economic Forum). Ancther notable trend
is the shift in live music attendance
statistics. During the height of the
pandemic, attendanceratesclearly dropped,
as concerts and festivals were completely
shut down. Today, live music attendanceis
rising (Statistica), and many people are
making up for the experiencesthey lost out
on having during the pandemic. Music has
always seemed to be away to bring people
together, and after such trying times, we now
get to witness how the music industry will
emerge from the pandemic.

Oneartist who, for years, hasheen
extremely influential is Taylor Swift
(Spotlight). After rel easing not one, but two
albums during the pandemic, Swift has
stayed relevant, despite the issues that the
pandemic caused. Midnights, Swift's most
recent album, waswidely publicized through
the use of social media, which helped to
connect people throughout the pandemic.
With social mediabeing one of today’smost
utilized sources of communication, this
publicization method proved to be effective.
For instance, Swift posted routine “Mest
Me at Midnight” videos on Instagram and
TikTok which revealed a track name or a
teaser about the album and reached tens of
millions of views across platforms; this
demonstrated how much an online presence
can impact amusical artist. With the huge
amount of excitement spurred by Swift's
announcement on November 1st, 2022
regarding her upcoming tour, it was not
surprising that the mediabecamefanatical.
The question of “How can | get tickets?’
quickly emerged. Swift's official website
soon reveal ed the answer: Ticketmaster.

Ticketmaster wasfounded in 1976
(ticketmaster.com), and it isone of the most
widely-known ticket distribution
companies. It utilizes an online website,
thus, creating an easy way to buy tickets
for a sporting event, concert, or other type
of performance. However, Ticketmaster has
recently received some criticism for its
monopolistic practices. In many cases,
Ticketmaster isthe only company involved
in the venue, production, and ticket
distribution, allowing it to have absolute
control over theentire event (The New York
Times).

So, what exactly happened with
the Taylor Swift Erastour? Ticketmaster had
decided to offer aninitial presale of tickets
to fans who had gone through the process
of becoming a‘verified fan.” Onceyouwere
verified through arelatively quick sign-up
process, Ticketmaster then followed up by
providing a presale code via a lottery
system. Thiswas an attempt to reduce bots
or resdllersfrom buying tickets (Time). Those
who did not receive a presale code were
then placed on a waiting list. However,
problems quickly arose, as Ticketmaster
had overestimated the volume of requests
for tickets. When the enormous number of
‘verified fans' who had been sent the presale
codelogged on to Ticketmaster, web chaos

ensued. The verified fans were ultimately
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disconnected from the Ticketmaster servers
throughout the log-in process, waiting
process, and checkout of the online
purchase. Though Ticketmaster later
stated that only “ 15% of interactions across
the site experienced issues”
(ticketmaster.com), this seems to be a
significant underestimate, as much of the
mediareported on thefrustrations of avast
number of verified fans.

Ticketmaster then intended to
offer additional tickets through a
sponsored sale, viathe Capital One credit
card, and a general sale. However, this
turned out worse than the presale; due to
technical issues, these offerings had to be
canceled before they even took place
(Rolling Sone). If a person wanted to buy
a ticket, the only remaining option was
through a third-party vendor, such as
StubHub, and thoseticketswerelisted at a
much higher price. Thiswasalso criticized
by the media and, disappointed fans
demanded an answer, as they were
promised a fair chance at tickets.
Ticketmaster later released a statement,
apologizing for the disruptions and
explaining that the company had not
expected such ahigh-demand for tickets.

But, the question is: who else
could have provided these tickets?
Ticketmaster wasthe only distributor Swift
could turnto, and even theartist recogni zed
that this situation was out of her control,
stating that it was*“....excruciating for [her]
to just watch mistakes happen with no
recourse” (Instagram). The Ticketmaster
monopoly has since caused a lot of
conversation amongst the public, the
media, and even the U.S. Congress (New
York Times). Now, music fans will get to
see how Ticketmaster handles the future
of the once again growing concert industry.

Sources:
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Birdman: Dark And Audacious
By: Rockwell White

“The anxious battle for
sanity” (Antonio Sanchez) isthemain score, and
a fitting title for 2014’'s Birdman directed by
Algandro Gonzalez Ifarrituis. Birdman is a
perplexing film and it leaves the audience
wondering: “Was that terrible? Or amazing?’.
Thefilm’smain actor, Michael Keaton, delivers
afantastic performance as Riggan Thompson, a
washed-up Hollywood star whoistrying to break
through in the theater scene by adapting the
short story “What We Talk About When We
Talk About Love’ by Raymond Carver, inhopes
of regaining his past glory days. During an
interview with Variety, Keaton expressed his
lovefor thefilm: “1’m watching thismovie and
I’'mthinking, God, | lovethismovie. Andthen|
realized: Wait aminute, I'm in thismovie!” In
additiontothefilm’sserioustone, and relevance
to acting and society today, Ssmply put, the plot
drawsthe audiencein.

Throughout the production the
audiencefollows Thompson asheclawshisway
back intothefilm sceneviathetheater, attempting
to bring glory to his name once again; decades
after his momentous success with the Birdman
trilogy, (theBirdmantrilogy isaseriesof fictiona
superhero movies exclusive to the film which
made Riggan Thompson uber famous),he’s
constantly suffering from schizophrenic
episodesinwhichthefictiona character Birdman
followshim, nudgeshimto act irrationally and
reach stardom.

Casting a new part for the play,
Thompson's assistant, Brandon (Zack
Galifianakis), comes across an extremely
successful and talented, but overconfident and
cocky actor named Mike Shiner (Edward Norton).
Best known for thefilmsFight Club and Primal
Fear, Edward Norton displayspurecharismaon
set, making the audience laugh or wince with
embarrassment as a result of his over-the-top

actions. In an interview with NPR, Norton
spoke on his experience making the film. “I
think it was one of the most creatively
satisfying experiences |’ vehad — and | think
it's an incredibly audacious and very rare
movie.” Both Keaton and Norton clearly had
nothing but love for the film and enjoyed
making it, cementing both its quality and
enjoyability. Onadifferent note, both shared
nominationsat theAcademy Awardsin 2015
Keaton for Best Actor and Norton for Best
Supporting Actor; Birdman did aso end up
winning the Best Picture category.

When viewing Birdman, the
audience should notice a constant drum line
written and performed by drummer and
composer Antonio Sanchez; the score does
wondersin the film; coupled with stellar
camera work, the film’s pacing seems to
increase making the tone more stressful
for the characters and the audience.
Birdman appears to be shot in one take;
this has to be one of the most jaw-
dropping techniques in cinema; In an
interview with The Los Angeles Times,
IAdrrituis said: “since the first moment |
conceived what the story was going to be
about, | knew it wastheway | wantedto doiit;
there was no other way” (Olson). Birdmanis
a character piece; the audience lives
through Riggan Thompson and since the
film appearsto be shot in onetake, it relays
this idea and enhances the filmmaking
tenfold.

One of the must-see films of the
21st century has to be Birdman and, in
my opinion, everyone should see it as
soon as possible; the acting is stellar, the
score fits perfectly, and the
cinematography is an achievement. This
filmistruly an“Anxious Battle for Sanity”

BarbaraWalters:
A FemaleTrailblazer WhoHad An Everlasting | mpact

On Journalism
By: LilianaSella

Today, morethan ever, mediaconsumes
our everyday lives and is an integral aspect of
society. BarbaraWaltersplayed adgnificantrolein
how we receive our news and, thanks to her
extremdy successful career, shehasingpiredwomen
dl acrossthenation. Unfortunately, BarbaraWalters
died on December 30th, 2022 at the age of 93 on
(CNN). However, sheleft behind an extraordinary
legecy.

Walters career can be respected by dl;
however, for women, shepaved theway for themin
thefidd of journdism. Now, in 2023, we havethe
pleasure of watching so many more women
broadcadt the news and host their own talk shows.
Women did not dways have a segt in front of the
broadcast news camera

Thefirst woman in Today show history
toholdtheroleof aco-host wasa sorecognized for
her extremdly rarerolein evening televison (New
York Times). Within the industry, Waters broke
barriersfor women; infact, “Watersmedeheedlines
in 1976 asthe first female network news anchor,
with an unprecedented $1 million sdlary thet drew
gasps’ (politico.com).

However, Walters most recent noteble
project, The Mew, brings together not only the
dgnificance of society’s mogt pressing topics, but
itishosted by an dl-femae pand. In 1997 she co-
cregted this show which forever dtered daytime
television, as women of various races and
backgrounds sit at the table to share their

perspectives. The creation of the show is not
solely important because of its cultural
sgnificanceinAmericansociety, but dsobecause
Walters sarted the show when shewas 68 years
old(CNN). Joy Behar, aco-hogt of thehit program,
explained in atribute to the creator of the show,
“very few people sarted a new career a that
age” and ‘* “She had no mentors or role
models because she was the original role
model for everyone else. We have to give
thewoman alot of credit” (CNN). Whoopi
Goldberg, another co-host of The View, aso
commented, “[Sheis] Thereasonwhy we're
all sitting here[;] if not for her, | don’t know
where most of uswould be” (CNN).

Waltersnot only broke barriersfor
in the world of journalism, but later in her
career she used that success to help put
more women in the media spotlight. Her
impact will forever be etched into thefabric
of American journalism.

Sources:

“ Barbara Walters, News Pioneer
and ‘the View’' Creator, Dies.” POLITICO.

Stanley, Alessandra. “ Barbara
Walters, a First among TV Newswomen, Is
Dead at 93.” The New York Times, The New
York Times, 31 Dec. 2022.

“The View’ Pays Tribute to
Barbara Walters.” CNN, Cable News
Network.
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NFL? MoreLike NFeL ony!

By: Benjamin Cooper man and Wyatt Snyder

Some cdehrities are no srangers to
controversy, or more specificaly, acts of bad
behavior. This is particularly true in the
professiond athletecommunity ascountlesspro
athletes have been accused of something or
caughtintheact of doing somethingillegd. This
can be dtributed to the dienated state most
ceehritieslivein, asthey are often completely
detached from the rest of society. More
specificdly, for the mgjority of professiona
athletes, theviolent actssomeof themparticipate
in can be attributed to the constant state of
aggression they are in and the high leve of
competition that their sportsrequire.

Inarecent caseof cdebrity aggression,
Cincinnati Bengas running back, Joe Mixon'’s,
arrest warrant wasissued after avideo surfaced
of him dlegedly pointing agun a awoman in
downtown Cincinnati. Accounts of the crime
indudeaquotefromthevictim satingthat Mixon
reportedly said, “I should shoot you, the police
can't get me”. Mixon himsdf has a history of
violenceas in 2014 hewas a0 seen assaullting
awoman in the face which required her to be
hospitalized. To that charge, he pleaded guilty
and was suspended throughout his entire
freshman year. Concerns for his menta hedth
later led him to dide out of the first-round draft
and eventually be picked up asthe 48th pick by
the Bengals.

Inaddition, Batimore Ravens sar
running back, Ray Rice, wasafan favoritewho
also succumbed to spousal abuse. Circa 2014,
Ray Rice was seen on an elevator security cam
assaulting his then fiancé. This news was
heartbreaking for many football fansasRay Rice
was an up-and-coming star. After a serious
investigation, theNFL cametothepoor decision
that his punishment would only be atwo-game
suspension.

These"slap-on-the-wrist”
punishments simply aren’'t severe enough to
indtill the proper messageinto players. However,
thesetypesof dlegationsarenct rareintheNFL.
Infact, dmost 12 percent of NFL players have
been linked to spousal abuse; additionaly, NFL
players between the ages of 25 and 29 are 55%
morelikely to assault their significant other than

other males (Ullman). Thislevel of aggression
and violence seemsto have adirect corrdation
to contact sports, as proven by asurvey of 252
nationally-reported criminal cases in one year
involving ahletes. It found that about fourteen
percent (or forty-nine) of the athletes involved
were professiond football players. This was
compared to about seven percent (twenty-five)
of professiond bassbdl players and about Sx
percent (twenty-one) of professiond basketball
and hockey players. Clearly, thereisasgnificant
gap between athl etesin non-contact and contact
sports, especialy footbal whose percentageis
more than double sportslike baseball.

Themost commonly accepted theory
explaining the negative type of behavior
discussed above is that the desengtized neture
many footbdl players have to exhibit on the
fiedis carried over to their everyday life. One
can even make the connection between the
constant physica contact that footbdl players
expeienceandthedevated levelsof aggression
they exhibit. Numerous studies have aso been
donethat depict thelink between CTE (Chronic
Traumatic Encephaopathy) and aggression.
CTE, whichiscaused by frequent traumatothe
head, is common amongst football playersand
isoften gated asoneof themain factorsinther
heightened aggressive behavior. MAY O.org, a
respected dlinic that pushes the boundaries of
theneurologica sciences, statesthat heightened
levelsof aggressionisoneof themost prominent
sSdeeffectslinked to CTE. PlayerslikeAntonio
Brown, who areknownfor their outlandishand
wild behavior off the fidd, very often have a
history of thisdisorder, or at least have, a some
point, taken serious hits to their heads. It's sad
seeing respected players become images of
abuse and outlandish behavior.

A number of playersthat used to be
role modes for the younger generations, now
only seem to exhibit violent or controversa
behavior. Thoughtheseplayersareabusers, and
their actions are unforgivable, looking past this
fact and understanding the strain that their
occupation putsonthem helpsgivesomeingght
into one of the possiblereasonswhy they arein
fact so proneto violence.

TheHoliday WeAll Need

By: FergusO’Nelll

For many Americans, Super Bowl
Sunday isabig day to sit back, eat, relax,
enjoy friends or family, and watch the
“BIG” game! Many people spend weeks
getting ready to host at their homes — by
even purchasing big screen TV'’s the day
before the event. Thousands of dollars
are spent on having catered food such as
chicken wings, pizza, mozzarella sticks,
pigs in a blanket, and nachos! This has
become atime honored tradition for many
people as seen by the fact that Super Bowl
LVI1, which was held on Sunday, February
12, 2023, where the Kansas City Chiefs
were victorious against the Philadel phia
Eagles, wasviewed by 113 million people,
according to statista.com.

Every Monday after Super Bowl
Sunday, according to asurvey conducted
by Workforce Institute at Kronos, about
17.5 million Americans call out sick from
work. Thisisdueto the Super Bowl parties
and the game running very late into the
evening, especially on the East Coast!
This year’'s game took place in Arizona
and kickoff wasat 6:30pm, Easterntime
and the game ended at approximately
10:14pm. This means that many people
did not get home from celebrations or go

to bed until very late — who would want
to wake up for work after a night of
overindulging?  The economy loses
about $400 billion dollars because of this.

And so, many people feel that the
Monday after the Super Bow! should just
become a holiday since so many people
don’t go to work. Other people feel that
the Super Bow! should just be moved to
Saturday because the majority of people
who watch it would not have to work
on Sunday. | wanted to find out what
my peers and teachers think about this
issue and so | surveyed a total of 78
students and staff members. Here are
the results:

* 80% feel that “ Super Bowl Monday”
should be afederal holiday.

* 15% feel that the Super Bow! should
be moved to Saturday.

* 5% feel that nothing should be
changed.

No matter what happens with the
Super Bowl though, in many house-
holds, it will always be afun tradition.

Dangerous Games

By: Brian Kraupner

The stadium roarsastheball is
run into the end zone. Cameras flash as
the scoreboard changes. Clearly, the
world of professional sports has created
a huge fan base and thus, a huge
industry. Although professional sports
benefit the economy, there are in fact
consequences when it comesto playing
in the leagues that make up this field.
Even though professional athletes are
in the spotlight while also earning a
salary that is high enough to support
themselves and their familiesfor the rest
of their lives, contact sports can lead
to injuries, which ultimately have long-
term consequences.

On January 2nd, 2023, Damar
Hamlin, a safety in the National
Football League (NFL) on the Buffalo
Bills collapsed during the first quarter.
Hamlin tackled a Bengals' receiver
whose shoulder then collided with
Hamlin’s chest; thisresulted in Hamlin
going into cardiac arrest as he tried to
stand up. He was then rushed to the
University of Cincinnati Medical Center
and found to have had no medical
history that would make him more
vulnerable to going into cardiac arrest.
Although Hamlin has since recovered,
thisisn't thefirst life-threatening injury
to occur in contact sports.

Chris Pronger, adefenseman in
the Nation Hockey League (NHL) for the
St. Louis Blues, collapsed in 1998 after
taking a slapshot to the heart during a
playoff game against the Detroit Red
Wings. Pronger suffered from commotio
cordis which occurs from a sudden
object hitting the chest. Chris Pronger,
just like Damar Hamlin, did not suffer
from any past medical issues.

Another sports-related injury
that has long-lasting effects is a

concussion, which is traumatic for the
brain. Sustaining multiple concussions
over time can result in cognitive and
neurological problems. For example, in
soccer, players often use their head
throughout the game to strike the ball.
Inastudy done by University of Stirling
scientistsin 2016, the brain was tested
before and after a session of soccer. On
average, players headed the balls 20
times. The scientists conducted a
memory test before and after the game.
The memory test found that memory test
performance reduced between 41% and
67% afterwards. Although the
symptoms seemed to resolve 24 hours
after the game, sustaining more serious
or multiple head injuries can cause
long-term effects. Kelsi Schiltz, a
physical therapy doctor at the
University of Utah specializing in
neurological conditions, said “trauma
to the left side of your brain can cause
problemswith logic, speech difficulties,
trouble understanding others or talking,
verus the right side injury, which can
cause problems processing visual
information, neglect or apraxia- the
ability to perform regular or familiar
tasks.” In 2022 the NFL recorded, in the
pre-season and regular season, a total
of 213 players who dealt with
concussions. Although many other
injuries occur like torn ligaments,
shoulder, quad and hamstring pulls and
shoulder dislocations, trauma to the
head will have many more long-term
effects.

Yes, professional sports have
created a huge money-making industry,
but do the consequences of potentially
suffering seriousinjuries outweigh the
fame and money that can be earned by
those who play these games?

Congratulations To:

*The Class Of 2023 For Winning Sports Night

*Matt Nochowitz, for bowling a perfect game
while he wasa member of the
Varsity Boys Bowling Team this past season.

*The Girls Winter Track and Field Team for
being Conference Championsand runner-up
at the County Championship

March 2023
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The Rich Get Richer

By: Michad Ye

Inagport like basebal whereasdary
cap does not exigt, pending money has been,
and will dways be, the mogt effective way to
congruct arogter. Such a privilege however, is
only limitedtoacertain number of teamsthet are
ableto generate enough revenue. Playing inthe
popular New York market, theM etsaredefinitey
one of those clubs. This off-season, the team
spent over $500million, withalot of it being used
toreformitspitching saff into oneof thestrongest
and deepest groupsin the League. The garting
rotetion now hasthree new faces and is clearly
the strongest aspect of theteam. Sowhat exactly
has happened over the past few months and
how does the team look heading into the 2023
season?

With so many new acquisitionsbeing
brought in, this seems to have overshadowed
the fact that the Mets ended up losing Jacob
deGrom, arguably their best garting pitcher in
thefranchisg shigtory. Ashefailed tothrow more
than 100 innings last season for the third
consecutiveyear, hisrecent injury history likely
scared the team away from giving him along-
term contract extendon. Despite spending more
timeontheinjuredligt, deGrom gtill managedto
performeat anditelevd whenhedthy. The Texas
Rangersredized thisandwerecomfortablegiving
him afive-year $185 million contract, one that
takeshimuntil he's40yearsold. Whilethismay
seam likeameassve lossfor the Mets, the team
could not have gotten a better replacement for
deGrom. Shortly after his departure, the Mets
wereabletosignreigningAL Cy YoungWinner
Justin Verlander to a two-year $86.7 million
contract. Verlander is coming off of aseasonin
which heled the leegue in ERA (1.75), WHIP
(0.829), and ERA+ (220) & 39 yearsdld. Asa
veteran pitcher with proven success heisexactly
what the Mets needed at the top of the rotation.

Apart from losng their ace, this off-
Season a0 saw the Metslose both of their third
and fourth startersof last season in ChrisBasditt
and Taijuan Walker to free agency. With two
holesinthemiddleof therotation, theteamwas
once again ableto fill them by bringing in Jose
Quintana and Jepanese superstar Kodal Senga.
How Senga will transition to facing MLB
competition is gill a mystery, but his unique

fastball and forkball combination is something
al fans should look forward to watching.
Quintanaon the other hand, seemsto be going
through a career resurgence after having four
consecutivemediocre seasonsof an ERA above
four before last year. Nobody expects him to
replicatehissolid2.93 ERA and 137 ERA+from
last year, asheisnow 34 years old and bound
for regression. The Metshowever, broughtina
veteranlikehim for the purpose of being aback
of the rotation Starter that can eat up innings
and provide balance to such a right-handed
heavy pitching staff.

After superstar shortstop Carlos
Corred s13year $350 millionmegaded withthe
San Francisco Giantswasunableto befindized
due to hedth concerns, the Mets ended up
seding himaway for lessmoney withal2 year
$315millioncontract toplay third baseand form
potentidly the best infield in basebdl. For a
moment, theM etswereonthetop of thebassbd |
world and declared the clear-cut winners
of free agency. It seemed like Mets' fans
were being given an early Christmas gift;
alas, thisdeal was never finalized because
of the same issues both teams had with
Correa’s physical. In the end, he would
officially stay with the Minnesota Twins
on amuch cheaper six-year $200 million
contract. Adding an impact bat like
Correa’ swould have addressed the Mets’
biggest need heading into this off-
season. Their lineup was the team’s
biggest weakness last season because of
how inconsistent it was. Without Correa,
it still remains an issue that has yet to be
addressed heading into the 2023
campaign.

While this off-season could have
been better for the Mets, General
Manager Billy Eppler still deservesalot
of credit for the job he has done
considering the circumstances. A couple
of months ago, the outlook of the team
was murky as so many key players were
set to become free agents. The ones that
ended up leaving the team were replaced,
setting up the Mets to once again be a
contender for the 2023 season.

Happy Spring!

BEAUTIFUL
FLOWERS

A [

Let These Playersin

By: Alonzo GiancarloMarte

Sncethe1870's Mgor LeagueBasahdl
has exigted. From that point on, there have been
great playersin the League. For those players,
one of the greatest accomplishments that they
could possibly achieve, besdeswinningaWorld
Series isbeinginducted intothe Baseba | Hall of
Famein Coopersown, New York. Legendssuch
asHank Aaron, BabeRuth, WillieMays, Rickey
Henderson, Lou Gehrig, ErnieBanks Tom Seaver,
Ty Cobb, CY Young, andNolan Ryanhavedready
been acknowledged by the Hall of Fame's
Baseball Writers' Association of America
committee, but there are some players, such as
Barry Bonds, Roger Clemens, Mark McGwire,
Sammy Sosa, and Pete Rose who are not in the
Hall of Fameand yet deserveto be. However, as
the years have passed, they have been
overlooked.

Oneparticular player whoshouldbein
theBasebal| Hall of Fame, butisnotisPeteRose.
He is actudly banned from the Hal of Fame
because asamanager of the Cincinnati Reds, he
bet on games histeam played in from the years
1984-1986. According to Baseball Reference,
before his time managing the Cincinnati Reds,
Pete RosewasaWorld SeriesChampion, aWorld
Series Mog Vauable Player (MVP), aregular
season MVPB, a 3 time batting title champ for
having the highest batting average in the years
1968, 1969, and 1973; plus, he had his number
retired with three teams he played for: the
Cincinnati Reds, thePhiladd phiaPhillies andthe
Montreal Expos.Also, on September 11th, 1985,
Rosebrokethed|-timehit record for most hitsin
acaresr. Hedill holdsthistitle. Clearly, PeteRose
was a great basebd| player ashewasa hitting
meachine; he should not be punished as a player
for migtakes he made as a manager. Pete Rose
desarvesaspotinthe Basebd | Hall of Fame.

Now, the reason why most of the
playersthat were previoudy mentioned as non-
Hal of Famers were denied is because of the
“Steroid Era’ which was when so many of the
absolutegrestsof that timetook steroidsin order
to improve their performance. The people who
decide who should be voted and inducted into
the Basebdl Hall of Fame bdieve these players
cheated by usng seroids. According to Bleacher
Report, sports analysts have argued that the
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Steroid Era saved the game of basebdl. The
Steroid Erawasbetween 1985- 2004 and someof
theplayerswhowereapart of itwereBarry Bonds,
Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa, and Roger
Clemens, and, they were dl amazing baseball
players. According to Bleacher Report, Bonds,
despite” putting up thenumbersto beconsidered
the best player in baseball history, [has]his past
controversy [keeping] him out of the Basehdl
Hadll of Fame” Hehadldsmuitiplehomerunrecords
such asthemogt homerunsinaseason a 73in
2001. Asof 2007, Bondsadsoholdstherecordfor
mog homerunsof dl timeat 762. Heis aseven
time MVP, eight time Gold Glove winner
(Best Fielder), twelvetime Silver Slugger
winner, two time batting champ, fourteen
time all star, and Home Run Derby
champion. Also, in 2004 Bonds reached
base more times than he had at-bats.
That's 129 hits in 373 at-bats with 232
walks, getting hit by a pitch nine times
and reaching base on an error six times
for 376 times on base. Thisiswhy Barry
Bonds should be in the Hall of Fame
despite the fact that he used steroids.

Another player, Mark McGwire,
who played for the Athletics (1986-1997)
and Cardinals (1997-2001), originally
held the record for most runsin a season
at 70in 1998. In that same year, Sammy
Sosa played for the Chicago Cubs,
Texas Rangers, Chicago White Sox, and
Baltimore Orioles. Sammy Sosa hit 66
home runs, which was the record until
Mark McGwire broke it later that year.
To tell you that Barry Bonds, Mark
McGwire, and Sammy Sosa hold six out
of the 10 spots for top ten most home
runsin aseasoniscrazy. According to
Baseball Reference, the top ten single
season homerunrecords are: “1. Barry
Bonds (36) 73, 2. Mark McGwire (34) 70,
3.Sammy Sosa (29) 66, 4. Mark McGwire
(35) 65, 5.Sammy Sosa (32) 64, 6. Sammy
Sosa (30) 63, 7. Aaron Judge (30) 62, 8.
Roger Maris (26) 61, 9. Babe Ruth (32)
60, 10.Babe Ruth (26) 59.” And
interestingly enough, according to the
Baseball Writers’ Association of
America, thereis no specific criteriato
be in the Hall of Fame. However, it's
clear that these players have a lot of
athletic ability in the sport of baseball
that make them worthy of receiving that
honor.

Finally, Roger Clemens, who
played for the New York Yankees,
Boston Red Sox, Houston Astros and
Toronto Blue Jays, but was a part of
the Steroid Era, deserves to be in the
Baseball Hall of Fame. Yes, he took
steroids, but he has the most CY
YoungsAwards; thisaccoladeis given
to the best pitcher in the Major League
Baseball League and he has earned it
seven times. He also dominated when it
cameto having alow ERA (Earned Run
Average). He led the League in this
seven times. In addition, Clemons has
one MVP award and he is a two time
Triple Crown winner, as he leads the
League in wins, strikeouts, and earned
run average all in the same season.

Clearly, Pete Rose, Barry
Bonds, Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa,
and Roger Clemens are some of the best
to play the game of baseball. And, they should
not be pendlized for making thegameof baseball
onethat isexciting to watch.
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