North ShoreHigh School

On February 1st, 2023, history
was made as a Pre-K program was
added by the North Shore School
District. This addition had been talked
about in the past, but it finally came to
fruition at the end of the 2022-23 school
year. The District was given a special
UPK (Universal Pre-K) expansion grant
from New York State, which contained
the funds needed to start the program.
The State allowed the District to spend
5,400 dollars per student in the Pre-K
program, which will be avery valuable
resource for parentsin the District, as
private Pre-K education could cost
8,000 dollars or more per year, plusthe
District’s school feesthey are already
paying.

The Pre-K program consists of
three classes, two of them are held at
District elementary schools such as Sea
Cliff School (SCS) and Glen Head
School (GHS), and the third is held at
the Glen Cove YMCA. The majority of
the seats are filled in the program, as
each class has about 14-18 studentsin
it. Since the YMCA already had a Pre-
K program in place, the children’sdays
would function similarly to the other
classes that are held in that space. At
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By: ElsaLanne

SCS and GHS however, students begin
a little later than the other elementary
students at 9 am and end earlier at 2 pm
to avoid the busy pick-up and drop-off
times. A typical day functions almost
as a kindergarten class would with a
morning meeting, activities, lunch, and
snack breaks. The curriculum isjust a
simpler version of kindergarten as it
incorporates more basic skills. Thereare
two certified teachers per class working
with these students. These teachers are
provided by an organization called
SCOPE Education Services. This
organization offers many services to
school districts in New York State. It
had all of the resources needed to begin
the Pre-K program and use the
District’s space to educate the young
students.

Despite support from SCOPE,
the North Shore School District faced
certain challenges as the program was
being created. Since the addition came
halfway through the year, all of the
classrooms at the elementary schools
were already in use. This meant that
certain sacrifices had to be made to find
space for the new Pre-K classes. The
Mandarin room at SCS, as well as the

One Chapter Closes, But Another One Opens

By: Jessica Lillis

| thought alot about what | should
writeasmy final piecefor The Viking View;
and, up to that point, | honestly did not
think it was going to feel assignificant asit
does. When | actually sat downtowriteit, |
was hit with the feeling that this would be
one of the last, lasts | would have at North
Shore. So, no thisisnot another article about
a sports team, community concern or
political issue; instead, I'mtaking thisasan
opportunity to sharewhat | have taken away
from my senior year of high school.
Despite high school feding likea
never-ending loop of craziness, it does
eventually come to an end. And yes, your
relatives who tell you to appreciate these
timeswhileyou still are experiencing them
areright. | have spent so much of my timeat
the High School thinking about the future
and dreaming of the independence and
freedom that comes with graduating, that |
rarely took aminute to appreciate thelifel
wasliving at that moment. | took for granted
things like going to school with the kids |
grew up with and then going home every
day to my family and dog. Thisroutinewill
soon change. However, even though the
new chapter that is coming up in our lives
as high school graduates can seem
terrifying, especially when living through
the college decision process, it isimportant

to recognize how ready wetruly are. It may
takealittletime, but whenyoufinaly realize
and accept thingslike SportsNight not being
as much fun asyou remembered it being in
your freshman year, or thefirst day of school
not being as exciting as it once was, you
can start to understand that maybe this
“senioritis” so many of our elders frown
upon, could actually bejust us out-growing
the high school lifestyle and growing in
maturity. Somehow, throughout all of these
past few years, we seniors have matured
and become ready for this next chapter to
begin; plus, the comfort that comes with
knowing we are ready makes everything
seemalittlebit easier.

So, to any any student who is
reading this piece, appreciate the small
things that are around you. Appreciate
every person whoisin each of your classes;
appreciate that kid you do not talk to
anymore, but remember being in the same
first grade class as; appreciate the friends
who have stuck with you through the
rollercoaster that ismiddle and high school;
appreciate that one freshman teacher you
had who still says hi to you in the hallway
yearslater. But, havethe confidenceto know
that when the time comes, you will be more
than ready for whatever comesyour way in
the future.

faculty space at GHS, were therefore
converted into the new Pre-K rooms.
Dr. Christopher Zublionus the
Superintendent of Schools for the
North Shore School District, said that,
“the teachers were amazing in their
flexibility.” Though the program began
halfway through the school year, next
year, the program is expected to begin
normally in September. Looking to the
future, Zublionis says, he thinks that
the District “will expand and work with
more pre-school s [while continuing] to
work with the YMCA.” This would
create more classes and opportunities
for kids and parents in the District.
Parents should quickly take
advantage of this new addition as it
could become quite popular. In order
to get into the 2023-24 school year
program, there was a lottery that took
place in April. Parents entered this
lottery so that their children would
have a chance at receiving a roster
spot in one of these District
classrooms. Since there are a limited
number of spots, in future years this
lottery could become increasingly
harder to “win”. Lori Ruderman, a
parent of a current Pre-K student at

Sea Cliff Elementary, isthrilled with the
new opportunity. “We would highly
recommend this program. Very quickly
Phoebe [her daughter] transitioned into
this new caring and loving environment.
Developmentally she is ready for
kindergarten, but she is still being given
the opportunity to learn play skills and
make friends.” This preview into the
kindergarten environment clearly
prepares students for their upcoming
years in elementary school. Ms.
Ruderman added that, “Phoebe is doing
amazingly well in this program. Sometimes
she comes home with paint on her, or
stickers, or an amazing hat she made to
learn the letter of the day. To us that is
the best sign of her growth and
happiness in the program.”

Overall, the teachers and the
environment in the Pre-K classroom were
clearly well thought out. The students are
happy and excited to continue their
learning experience, which is important
for their motivational level. As the
youngest Vikings continue to grow in the
new program, it is obvous that North
Shore’s new Pre-K program is quite a
success.

Congratulations
10
North Shore
High School’s
Class of 2023

OnceA Viking, AlwaysA Viking.
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The Class Of 2023 L ooks Back

It hasbeen almost four yearssince
the Class of 2023 walked through the front
entrance of North Shore High School to
begin its ninth grade year—and now, its
members are about to walk out for good.
Despite having seen the brute force of
Covid and therefore not having a“normal”
high school experience for most of thetime
they were here, thisclass, in particular, was
ableto adapt and persevere extremely well.
So now, some members of the class are
sharing their thoughts about their time here:
Q: What was the best class you have taken
and why?

Sammy Lockwood: Anthropology- Mrs.
Grimshaw makes a class feel like afamily
and encourages all kinds of discussion
related to the subject. Anthropology was
not only fun, but it was also an important
classtotaketo learn about walks of life that
are separate from one’'s own. The
environment of the class is completely
unique- individual thinking is encouraged
and Mrs. Grimshaw easily makes everyone
feel like they're valued and a positive
contributor to the class.

Andrew Kraupner: The best class I've
taken was AP Biology. This classwas very
interesting because it went highly in-depth
about biology. During the year, we got to
learn specifics about microbiology such as
cellular respiration and photosynthesis. In
addition, our APBio classtook atrip to the
DNA Learning Center in Cold Spring Harbor.
Here, we sequenced our mitochondrial DNA
and got to learn a piece of our ancestry.
Jessica Lillis: The best class | have taken
in high school was Science Research; it
really taught me how to work hard and made
me amuch better student overall.

Liliana Stella: The best class | have taken
at North Shore was IB Business
Management with Ms. Sandback. It was
interesting and hopefully will help my future
studiesin college.

Gregory Saridakis: Most definitely
Chorus! The community provided a place
where| wasfreeto expressmyself and learn
from others. The art form not only takes a
lot of mental effort to produce the music,
but it also takes alot to tell a story.

Sarah Barnett: | really loved AP Literature
with Mr. Knight because | love analyzing
text and talking about books and poetry. |
particularly enjoyed reading The Crucible
and felt excited to read Frankenstein.
Paige Cloutier: Sculpture with Ms. Cano.
It gave me achanceto expressmyself and it
was astressreliever.

LorettaNester: Literatureand Socia Action
because the teacher, Ms.Millman, is really
supportive and the classisvery informative
about what's currently going on in the
world.

Peter Liotta: My woodworking class
sophomore year because it taught me lots
of valuablelife skillssuch ashow to actually
fix thingsand do arts and crafts on my own.
Thoseareskillsl am goingtouselater onin
life

Q: What advicedoyou havefor incoming
freshmen?

Sammy L ockwood: Don’t get too hung up
on grades- it's important to do well, but a
test is not worth stressing out over to the
point of tears. The school provides
resources that are invaluable for the
adjustment to high school, such as the Peer

By: KaitlinHo

L eaders, Writing Fellows, and the Math
Center. Utilize these tools- everyone here
has been a freshman before and has used
them aswell!

Dean Mallen: Take classes that challenge
you, ask for help, and participate in
extracurricular activities.

Emily Wilson: Don’t waste your time
waiting for high school to be over; also,
speak up for yourself with teachers (in a
respectful way).

AzuréHarvey: Don’t comeinto high school
expecting things to be the same as they
werein middle school. Friend groups break
up, drama happens, people fight, people
make bad decisions, and that’s okay. All
changeisn’t bad change. And goto BOCES.
It's a part time trade school; you can get a
license/certification and get a job right
away.

Andrew Kraupner: My biggest piece of
adviceistojoin extracurricularsthat interest
you the most. Joining extracurriculars
you' reinterested in enablesyou to connect
with people that share similar interests as
you. Many of our club advisors are highly
passionate about what they teach and there
is an abundance of opportunities you can
receivefromjoining extracurriculars.
Jessica Lillis: Take the time to appreciate
every little thing because it goes by very
fast.

Peter Liotta: Take as many classesasyou
can, don’t belazy, and make sureyou put in
the work for those classes the first three
years of high school because then college
will be very easy for you.

Q: What wasyour favoriteschool lunch?
Why?

Sammy L ockwood: Mozzarellabiteswith
marinara sauce. These were so delicious
and easy to prepare!

Liliana Sella: My favorite school lunch
wasthe bagelsinthe cafeteria, becausethey
were alwaysfresh.

Gregory Saridakis: Bacon, eggs, and
cheese every morning. OG’sremember the
wraps though. Interms of actual lunch, it's
gotta be the Deli. The hot lunch was
amazing, but | gotta give it to my hard
working ladiesin the Déli.

AlonzoMarte: Steak becauseitisjust realy
good, especially when mediumrare.
Trevor Janusas: The pesto and grilled
chicken sandwich because | love pesto so
much and it was the best tasting meal 1've
ever had at school.

Andrew Kraupner: My favorite school
lunch is the Mac and Cheese. Every time,
this lunch hits and recently the cafeteria
staff improved its recipe even more by
adding a layer of breadcrumbs to the top.
Jessica Lillis: My favorite school lunchis
the steak and potatoes! Even though it is
rarely served, it'salwaysreally good.
Matthew Bar on: Homemadediders. They're
really good.

Azuré Harvey: The ramen, honestly. It's
actually good and it's different from the
usua school lunch.

Peter Liotta: Tacos, they weremy favorite.
You can’t go wrong with tacos. | aso like
therice and black beans. | get one soft and
one hard taco and they have never messed
itup.

Q: What teacher/staff member/coach has
really madeadifferencein your life? How
so?

Sammy L ockwood: Mrs. Grimshaw, Mr.
Blanchard, and Mr. Perles are three of
the most incredible teachers | have ever
had the pleasure of working with. They
each interact with studentsin a personal,
meaningful way to individualize the
learning environment and maximize
comprehension. They each root for their
students in an authentic and sincere way
that shows their students that they care-
whenever | had a rough day, each of
these teachers identified this, took the
time to show concern, and then
compassionately allowed me to perform
at my own personal level for the day
without criticism. | have never learned
from anyone as well as | have learned
from them, both in terms of the
curriculum provided and in terms of how
to interact with the world around me. |
truly believe each of these teachers has
made me a better person just from
having them and listening to their
experiences and lessons.
Gregory Saridakis: Mr.Kleba. He
helped me embrace the weird and
chaotic. Also,he taught me to always
learn, teach, and spread joy.
Sarah Barnett: Mr. Knight has been my
teacher for the last three years and |
think he's great. | had Mr. Rodahan last
year for history and he was a great
teacher aswell. Both made mefeel likel
was actually smart, even when | was
having trouble with my work; they were
very patient with me. The honorable
mention is Mr. Fierro because he also
made me feel smart and he makes math
fun:).
Andrew Kraupner: Ms. Chen has made
adifference in my life. | had Ms. Chen
sophomore year when | took Anatomy
and Physiology. Her great teaching, love
for the subject and vast knowledge left
me a better biologist. In addition, | would
always look forward to the Microbe and
Anatomy’s weekly meetings when we
would explore biology phenomena and
do dissections. Once again, Ms. Chen’s
great teaching resulted in me becoming
more interested in biology.
Trevor Janusas: Ms. Nercesian
because she taught me that | can have
fun in a classroom and still be
productive.
Paige Cloutier: Mrs. Cano- she is
always so nice and she cares about
every one of her students.
Alex Uryan: Mr. Millard becausehe' saways
positive and knows how to keep you
interested in a class.
AzuréHarvey: Ms. Millman. 1I've had
her for three years, and even bothered
her the one year | didn’'t have her. She
was with me while | was going through
rough patches and took the time to get
to know me and push me to my potential.
Peter Liotta: Mr. Madigan. I’ve been
playing football with him for the past
four years and he impacted me and made
me who | am today. Whenever there was
trouble in school, he always made sure |
was not associated with a bad crowd.
He always gave me advice and would
often tell me stories of his high school
experience and how he wishes he stayed
away from those kinds of kids. He
(Continued On Page 3)



NEwS 3
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would always make sure | was on the
right path.
Q: What'syour most embarrassingin-
school North Shore memory?
Sammy Lockwood: In ninth grade,
during alockdown drill, | was playing
Flappy Golf while sitting under the
table-shelf in J3. When | finally beat
the level | had been stuck on for weeks,
| pumped afist in the air, forgetting |
was sitting under the table-shelf; and
so, | punched the shelf in the dead
silence. Everyone stared at me,
including my teacher, who hadn’t
realized | was playing Flappy Golf.
Liliana Stella: My most embarrassing
North Shore memory would be when |
walked in the rain to the Victorian to
get to class. This then caused me to
walk into class with myself and all of
my stuff wet.
Sarah Barnett: In general, the concept
of embarrassment isn’'t real; it is only
real if you perceive it asreal. You are
only embarrassed if you find yourself
embarrassed. Just do what makes you
happy; mistakes are a part of living :P
Andrew Kraupner: My most
embarrassing high school memories
involved me forgetting to mute myself
during the Google Meets for my
classes.
Paige Cloutier: | splattered clay all
over my facein art.
Loretta Nester: During Sports Night
freshman year, | did the Gonzo relay and
everyone still remembersit to this day.
Believe me, EVERY ONE remembers.
Thank god there was no Gonzo relay
this year!
Q: Which event did you most look
forward to during your North Shore
career? Why? Did it live up to your
expectations?
Sammy Lockwood: The Latin trip to
Italy- my brother had gone on it when
he was a senior, and | was so excited
for all of high school to goonit aswell.
| went as ajunior, and even though our
luggage was lost for two days and our
flight home was delayed and then
changed entirely, the trip was amazing
and one I'll remember for a very long
time.
Liliana Stella: The event | looked
forward to most during my North Shore
career would have to be the football
games. They were always a lot of fun
to be at, and being able to spend that
time with friends and people in the
community was an amazing experience.
Gregory Saridakis: Senior Dog Picture
Day. It'sall | did high school for, and it
was everything and more.
Trevor Janusas: | looked the most
forward to my last play, Inherit the
Wind. It didn't live up to my
expectations because it turned out to
be way better than | imagined. :)
Andrew Kraupner: | looked forward to
the science department trip the most.
Inmy junior year, | had the opportunity
to travel with 30 other students to
Costa Rica. It was one of the most
exciting weeks of high school aswe did
activities such as zip lining through the
jungle, whitewater rafting and taking

chocolate, pineapple and coffee tours.
Jessica Lillis: | most looked forward
to Sports Night throughout the years
because it really brings the grade
together; everyone has so much
school spirit and gets closer.
Matthew Baron: The Italian exchange
program. My siblings both did it and
it seemed super cool to go away to a
different country and meet foreign
people.

Paige Cloutier: Senior Year and yes,
it did live up to my expectations
because it was not stressful and more
fun. It wasreally fun scul pting a hand
holding a pair of goggles.

Emily Wilson: Bring Your Dog Day. |
couldn’t bring my dog because my dog
doesn’t like any people other than my
family and three of my friends, but one
of my friends brought his dog, so |
participated with him that day. It was
a lot of fun walking around the
courtyard when it was filled with all
kinds of dogs.

AzuréHarvey: Bring Your Dog Day. It
absolutely lived up to my expectations
and it made most people’s day.

Peter Liotta: Senior Assassin. It
seemed like afun game when | watched
upperclassmen playing. Everybody
was relaxed and having a good time.
Q: What wasthebest activity you were
involved in at North Shoreand why?
Sammy L ockwood: Doing showsinthe
theater department. Being involved in
theater has allowed me to have multiple
groups of friends throughout the
school and interact with amuch larger
variety of people than | otherwise
would’ve.

Liliana Stella: The best North Shore
activity | wasinvolved in would be the
Pulse Dance Team, because it gave me
the opportunity to not only attend and
participate in all of the sports games
and community events, but also spend
time with friends.

Gregory Saridakis: Theater; there's
nothing more fun than building tight
bonds and showing everyone the fruits
of your labor.

Nehir Tan: Musical Theater because
it was so much fun to work with Mr.
Brateman and build strong
friendships!

Dean Mallen: The lacrosse and soccer
programs because we were like afamily
and that is where | made the most
memories.

Loretta Nester: All of the trips to
different countries for music and
language. | went to Greece freshman
year for Chorus and | went to France
with my French class this year. Both
trips exposed me to various cultures
out there; and, the fact that | was
traveling with my friends was nice. |
specifically enjoyed admiring the
churches we visited.

Andrew Kraupner: Oneof my favorite
activities that | was involved in was
Chamber Orchestra. | enjoyed
Chamber Orchestra because of the
advanced repertoire that we tackled
every Wednesday. Furthermore, |
enjoyed our vyearly holiday
performance. Thisyear, we performed

for Sea Cliff Elementary which wasavery
rewarding experience.

Jessica Lillis: The North Shore Track
team because it really made me push
myself both physically and mentally.

Q: What did you lovemost about attending
North Shore? Why?

Sammy Lockwood: | loved involving
myself in as many activities as | could,
from Theater to Mock Trial to the Poetry
Club to Student Government. I’ m thankful
| had the opportunity to explore so many
different aspects of the school.

Liliana Stella: The things | loved most
about attending North Shore were the
amazing teachers and events at school.
North Shore is so unique in the fact that
the teachers not only care about your
academic success, but they also create
activities and events to get students
excited. One of the many examples would
have to be the cook-offs that would often
occur during 7th period!

Gregory Saridakis: Community. All of the
teachers are so inviting and helpful, and
many students are so lovely to be around.
When | tried something new, people were
always adamant about helping me. There
have been lots of teacher-like figures and
mentors that have guided me. For
instance, in Track, | made so many friends
that took me under their wing and taught
me about the sport. They never laughed
at me or made fun of me and for that, | am
very thankful.

Sarah Barnett: Seeing my friends and
learning new things. | learned to enjoy
using my brain; also, the teachers and
staff here are very patient and
understanding. You can tell that most
teachers really care about their students
and their job. :)

Andrew Kraupner: My favorite thing
about attending North Shore was the
teachers. | feel that many of my teachers
are extremely passionate about what they
teach and enjoy facilitating the spread of
knowledge.

Jessica Lillis: | really love the sense of
community you feel while at the school.
Whether you attend North Shore’s
elementary, middle, or high school, you
always feel like someone is rooting for
you and that they support you.
AzuréHarvey: Itisaccepting towardsall
kinds of people and gives the opportunity
for different peopleto get along; you end
up being close with people that you never
would have thought you could.

Peter Liotta: | think the people. | have a
good group of friends. | like talking to
everybody and it is a fun atmosphere to
bein.

Sadly, the 2023 Seniors are leaving
North Shore High School, but it is evident
that they created numerous memories at
North Shore—all thanksto the wonderful
administration and staff. Hopefully, they
will always consider North Shore home.
Good luck to the Seniors in their future
endeavors!

I

All TheWay From
Glen Head To Spain

By: Vincent Giugliano

As the North Shore High School
studentswho went on thetrip to Spain during
the week of February 15th, 2023 emerged
from the subway and caught their first
glimpse of the city of Barcelona, they were
immediately hit with afeeling of amazement.
The warm Mediterranean sun beat down on
them and they started to hear the sounds of
Spanish chatter and smell the aroma of the
fresh coffee that seemed to be brewing
everywhere. Barcelona's rich history was
also immediately evident to them as they
could not help but notice the Gothic
architecture that is riddled throughout the
entire city. The North Shore kidsfelt such a
strong sense of anticipation for all that
Barcelonahad to offer and thememoriesthey
were about to make.

So much of what the North Shore
High School studentsexperienced onthetrip
to Spain was brand new for them. And, asa
result, there were many highlights. For
example, visiting the city of Tarragona,
seeing the Roman ruins and the Sagrada
FamiliaCathedral in Barcelonawere high up
on their list of things that caused them to
000 and ahhh. Many students also had the
amazing opportunity to go to Camp Nou to
watch aBarcel onasoccer match. Infact, for
junior Masten Martin, going to an FC
Barcel onamatch wasan amazing experience.
Hesaid, “Barcelonaismy favorite team and
theatmospherein the stadium wasamazing.”
Inaddition, junior Liam Brady said “Before
the Spain trip, | had made my face present at
several sporting events, whether it was a
Mets' game or aNorth Shore homefootball
game. However, | was fortunate enough to
go to a Barcelona game where they played
Cadiz. Although it was not animportant game
in the grand scheme of things, the energy
and experience made it one of the most
memorablemomentsof my lifeasthestadium
erupted each time Barcelonascored agoal.”
Overall, the stadium’s atmosphere was
incomparable to any that could be found in
an American stadium. The spirit was so high
that wefelt likewewereinamovie.

Another highlight of the trip for
many of uswasthefood; onething | noticed
about it washow inexpensiveit was and how
easy it wasto find afabul ous eatery wherever
we went. There were just so many of them.
Junior Cash Evans, said the highlight of his
trip was“ Going out for dinner in Barcelona
late at night. It was so nice to see the gothic
neighborhoods empty and lit up at night.
We had great Spanish meals; | had an
awesome time and got along well with the
Spanish people. We also went to a place
before one particular dinner that had agreat
view of thecity.”

Yes, there were so many great
experiences on this trip, but several of the
students who attended had a lot to say
regarding the cultural and societal
differences they noticed. Cash Evans said
that “Probably the most surprising things
were how affectionate the Spanish kidswere
withtheir parentsand how common smoking
is. Also, since so many people smoke,
instead of salt and pepper shakers on the
tables of some restaurants, there were
ashtrays.”

Despite the many things the
students saw and did in Spain, many would
have liked to have had more timeto explore

(Continued On Page 4)
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All TheWay To Spain

(Continued From Page 3)

the city. Masten Martin said, “ | would just
want to spend moretimethere.” Liam Brady
added that, “In the region of Catalunya, |
can’'t imagine having done any more there
than| did that pertained to cultural traditions,
but in the entirety of Spain, | am sure there
are countless places | would have loved to
visit, but could not in the allotted time.
Senior Yousef Helo said, “Try to add two
more days to the trip to visit Madrid or
southern citieslike Seville Cadiz or Granada;
it would have been great to seethe different
cultures within the country.” Doing
something like this would make the Spain
trip more similar to others like the Italian
exchange trip where the American students
|leavethefamiliesthey stay with to see other
parts of the country for a couple of days.
Another change that was mentioned that the
organizers could consider making was
suggested by Masten Martin. “Maybe they
could ask if there are any places we want to
go to and just go there”. To do this, there
could beameeting held beforethetrip where
students get to suggest places they would
like to visit; the organizers could then
consider those thoughts or express to them
why they would not be feasible.

Finally, regarding staying with a
host family while on the trip, Cash Evans
stated, “| preferred staying with the students.
It made me feel more integrated into the
culture and made my experience feel much
moreauthentic. | also spokethemost Spanish
while | was at the house, so that helped me
improve and practice.” Yousef Helo had
somewhat of a different opinion when he
said, “I liked staying with my host family,
but | think staying in a hotel in a different
city for a couple of days would be equally
beneficial” Another student, Senior
Shannon Stal zer, added that, “ | think | would
have liked to have stayed in ahotel because
staying with someone else can lead to alot
of drama, limit what you can do and seein
Spain, and it does not allow us to see our
American friends’. The area of the trip that
received the most mixed opinions from the
studentswasclearly inregard to where they
stayed.

As the trip came to an end, our
emotionsran high. All of the American and
Spanish students met back at the Spanish
students’ school to say a final goodbye.
Saying farewell to the families that treated
us al as their own and the kids we grew
close with was tough, to say the least. The
bus ride to the airport was entertaining
though as everyone shared his or her
favorite memoriesfrom thetrip. By theend
of the trip, the group had grown together
and became aclose-knit family of sorts; and,
I think | can speak for all when | say that this
travel opportunity was an experience of a
lifetimethat we could never trade.
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College Reform I sNecessary

Collegeis one of the most vital
experiences one can have. While it is
by no means necessary in order to live
a fulfilling life, it is still incredibly
useful. At its core, college manages to
build both the knowledge and skills
needed to succeed; some of these
include broad outlooks, organizational
ability, deadline accountability,
knowledge of afield, and professional
skills learned from a person’s veteran
professors (Bouchrika). The importance
of these skillsisreflected in the data of
college graduates as they are
significantly financially better off than
those with a high school diploma or an
Associate degree. While the median
weekly incomes of high school
graduates and those with an Associate
degrees are $809 and $963 respectively,
those with a Bachelor’s degree earn
$1,334 (Bureau of Labor Statistics). This
leads to greater financial stability and
wealth accumulation as those with
higher incomes can invest any spare
income. Additionally, over alifetime, a
college degree is worth 2.8 million
dollars (Merisotis). Similarly, those with
a college degree have a far lower
unemployment rate at 3.5% as opposed
to 6.2% and 4.6% for those with a high
school diploma and Associate degree.

Yet, these numerous
occupational and financial virtues have
recently been unable to attract
students’ attention. In recent times,
undergraduate enrollment has slumped
with every passing year since 2017
seeing a decrease. In 2017, about
seventeen million undergraduates
enrolled in the fall. But in 2022, there
were just fifteen million (National
Student  Clearinghouse). This
precipitous drop of about 12% is not
primarily caused by Covid-19 either as
the trend started before Covid-19 and
continues even now. However, while
Covid-19 may not have caused this
trend, it did exacerbate the actual cause:
the cost of college. With Covid-19
causing economic damage and spurring
subsequent inflation, many people’s
finances have worsened, and college
appears to be more out of reach than
ever. But if the primary barrier is cost,
then surely lowering the cost would
increase enrollment.

Unfortunately though,
lowering college expensesis easier said
than done. At first, it may seem that
simply cutting costs could lower
college expenses given that the United
States spends the second most per
student in the world. However, most of
that cost is from paying faculty and
staff (Ripley). Thus, even if we cut out
many of the superfluous expenses, our
costs remain high and our appealing
college amenities would be gone. This
isfurther complicated by our byzantine
three-pronged approach to colleges as
students face vastly different tuition
costs, with those at public institutions
facing average tuition costs of $9,400,
private nonprofits facing $37,600, and
private for-profits facing $18,200
(National Center for Education
Statistics). These students face

By: RaymondLin

different circumstances, and their
colleges have different programs,
meaning that attempts at cost-cutting
measures across the board would be
logistically impossible to implement. In
its stead, one may suggest as a solution
direct aid to students. But since an
average of $15,330 of student aid is
given to students already, how much
more should it be (College Board
Research)? Allowing blanket aid would
be exorbitantly expensive, no matter
what form it takes. Additionally, blanket
aid would not assist those who truly
need it asthe main beneficiaries of such
aid are those with higher education and
incomes (Looney). As one attempts to
tackle the problem of costs, they
uncover the convoluted nature of our
colleges.

To reinvigorate college
enrollment and lower its cost to
students, we must untangle its
byzantine nature. We could implement
this through the publication and spread
of alist of low-financial-value programs
(Meyer). This list, if it were properly
created and distributed, could lead to a
large portion of future students
choosing good careers and paying off
their student loans; after all, most
people with student loans have less
than $20,000 (College Board Research).
Thislist of low financial value programs
would lead to greater transparency and,
while it may not end the byzantine
status of our colleges, it could guide
future students through awinding path
and prevent them from suffering from
student debt for most of their lives.
While this could guide future students,
we must also help those who are already
beleaguered by student loans. A helpful
reform for these people is to treat
educational loans like consumer debt
and allow them to be discharged via
bankruptcy. This would help those in
need and prevent student loans from
further burdening these people.

These administrative reforms
may assist people greatly, but we must
also simultaneously work to make
college more favorable and accessible
cost-wise. As mentioned earlier, the
costs of college are largely required as
the faculty is vital and cannot be
removed. However, the cost for
students can still be reduced in several
ways without drastically altering the
college experience. The number of non-
teaching staff could be cut, allowing for
resources to be dedicated elsewhere or
removed from the cost entirely (Council
on Foreign Relations). Another solution
involves restricting federal loans for
students at institutions with poor
student outcomes, which discourages
future students from obtaining an
ineffectual education (Council on
Foreign Relations). This, in turn, leads
to the shrinking of problematic
institutions and the promotion of better
institutions and educations. Lastly,
college costs could be lowered through
government intervention. This would
help colleges and students the most
directly, but it would also be more
expensive than the previously

mentioned cost-cutting measures.
However, one must keep in mind that the
subsidization of education through
funding colleges and giving aid to
students who need it leads to a more
robust educational system (Council on
Foreign Relations). It is by no means a
senseless expense and could prove to
be a boon as future citizens earn better
educations at less burdening costs.

While colleges and the reforms
needed to fix them can seem byzantine,
it isimportant to stress how imperative
these institutions are. The benefits are
not merely financial and can extend into
many matters of one’slife. To ensure that
more people, rather than fewer people
every year, obtain these vital
experiences, aid and systemic reforms
must be implemented. In a time when
many people are plagued by college
debts and apathy for colleges is
growing, the college system must be
revitalized and reformed through
untangling byzantine systems, removing
some non-essential staff, and offering
greater state subsidization of colleges
via selective funding and aid.
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To BeWoke Or Not To Be Woke:
A Divelnto ThePolitical Buzzword

By: VeronicaFrank

Before 2014 the word “woke” was
rarely usad, and certainly never utteredin political
spaces, let alone in Republican presidentia
debates. In 2023, the use of “wokeness’ or
“woke’ in primary debates seems almost
guaranteed; however, many usersof thepoalitica
buzzword havelittleto noideawhet it meansand
whereit originated from.

In the Merriam-\\ebster Dictionary,
theterm is defined as “well informed or aware,
especidly in apolitica or culturd sensg’. The
term gained popularity a the start of the Black
Lives Matter movement in 2014, but was only
incdudedinthe Oxford Dictionaryin2017 dueto
argpidincreasein mainstream usage, epecidly
inpalitics. Currently, thetermisdosdy associated
with the “New Left”, a political stance that
advocatesfor cultura and socid issueslikerace,
s, and gender equdity (Cohn).

The “New Left” emerged with
President Obama as he brought in a focus on
racid inequality, and gender inequdity, aswell as
protectingtheL BGT community fromhate. The
New L eft believesthat racism, sexism, and other
oppressive hierarchies are deeply embedded in
American society, and supports academic
theories such as critica racetheory. Despite the
dictionary definition of theterm “woke’, many
categorizetheterm assomeoneaddressingthese
“New Left” issues such as“critica race theory,
non-binary pronouns, trans rights and the fate
of university courses’ (Cohn).

However, thisterm hesbecomeaword
morecommonly used by Republican paliticians
wishing to insult the liberal party and its
viewpointsduring raliesor presdentid primary
debates. Presdent Donald Trump and Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis have been at the
forefront of thistermin recent political debates.
DeSantisclaimed during aspeechthispast April,
“Wewill never surrender to the woke agenda!”
Many have questioned DeSantis and Trump,
trying to understand exactly what they mean by
the “woke agenda’. The DeSantis
Adminigtration responded by defining “woke”
as “the belief there are systemic injudtices in
American society and theneed to addressthem”.
However, when asked to define the term,
conservativewriter Bethany Mandd becamethe
subject of considerableridicule on socid media
asshewasunableto concisaly definethetermin
an interview. Therefore, dthough DeSantis has
defined the term, it seems rather eusive to the
Republican party asawhaole.

Thereason “woke’ hasbecomesuch
a buzzword for Republicans to throw around
amog asif it wasadur is because it sums up
everything the Republican party Sands againg.
This term seems to encapsulate everything the

These days, sociad media use has
becomearegular part of teenagelife, asat least
one social media app can be found on most
teenagers phones ages 13-17 (aacap.org). On
average, these teens spend around nine hours
onlineper day, endlessy scrolling through short,
dopamine-inducing content (aacap.org). This
continuous scrolling and borderline addiction
doesinfact tekeatall ontheseyoung, dtill-forming
minds

Onesocid mediagppinparticular has
grown rapidly in popularity ever since the
quaranting; that appisTik Tok. In 2022, TikTok
wasthemost downloaded mohbile app worldwide
(statista.com), and for agood reason. TikTok isa
socid media app that consists of seemingly

right wing opposes: sodid justiceissues, granting
rightstothoseminaritieslikeLGBTQ, andtrans
people, and solving the climate crisis. DeSantis
damsthat “What you see now with the rise of
this woke ideology is an attempt to realy
delegitimize our history and to ddl egitimize our
inditutions, and | view thewokenessasaform
of culturd Marxism”. Overdl, the GOPfed sthet
such stances are “libera excess’, and isusing
itspalitica power tofight againgt it.

Overthecourseof ther timein power,
the two leeders of the “anti-woke’ movement
daimthatinthefuturethey will doeverythingin
their power to remove liberal legislation
(Muddle). Donald Trump and Mr. DeSantis
swear to passfederd lawsrecognizing only two
genders and punish doctors who provide
gender-affirming care for minors. In addition,
DeSantissaysthat hewould ban gender sudies,
and has recently passed the “Stop W.OK.E.
bill” last April which “essentidly prohibits
ingruction on race relations or diversty that
imply a person’s status as either privileged or
oppressed is necessarily determined by his or
her race, color, nationd origin, or sex” (Florida
Sende).

However, “wokeness’ asabuzzword
hasjust been another way our country hasfalen
into further political polarization. Inthe past 10
years, paticularly sincethe eection of Donad
Trump, our politica sphere has grown farther
andfarther gpart onamogt dl ances Forliberds
or moreleft-leaning individuas, theterm hasa
positiveconnotation, relating much closer tothe
origina definition of “well-informed”. As a
professor of political science and African
American studies from Penn State explained,
“When people talk about being woke or
becomingwoke, they’ retalking about baingwell-
informed andwell-awareof sysemicoppresson
andinjustice.” On the contrary, the Republican
party drives the narrative thet “wokeness’ isa
movement dedicated to undermining the
institutions America was founded on and
promotes citizens to stray from traditional
consarvaive vaues.

Therefore, astheword itsdf takeson
two different meaningsin American society, so
does our view of what America should be. On
theonehand, thel eft believesour society should
drive for change and progressinto a place that
has no inequdity. On the other hand, the right
exclaims that our country should protect its
traditional values, even if it means
“recognizing systematic injustices”
(DeSantis). It seems that as time goes on
the parties are growing further and further
apart, and “wokeness’, although just a
word, has nonetheless contributed to it.
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TheRESTRICT Act:

A Trojan Horse For Censor ship
By: SéamusHughes

Sncethepresidency of Donad Trump,
there have been talks of banning TikTok, the
popular Chinese-owned video platform.
According to TikTok, the gop is used by more
than 150 millionAmericans accounting for nearly
50% of the country’s total population. The
bipartisan RESTRICT Act, which was recently
introduced to Congress, has implications far
beyond banning an gop that lets people watch
slly videos. Thehill hasbeen touted asaway to
protect the United Statesfromthethreet of foreign
espionage and cyberattacks, but the push-back
has pointed out how thisAct not only stiflesfree
trade, but also directly violates the First
Amendment by giving thegovernment full power
of censorship.

In August of 2020, former President
Dondd Trumpsigned ExecutiveOrder 13942, with
the god of banning TikTok, ongsde asimilar
order againgt Chinese-owned messaging app
WeChat. ByteDance, the owner of TikTok,
announced that it was willing to sdl the U.S’'s
TikTok operations, an actionthat wouldn't make
sense if they needed to collect data on
Americans. While these bans never went
into effect, the same ideas still remain.
While President Joe Biden overturned
these banswith Executive Order 14034, the
anti-TikTok sentiment remained. On
December 30, 2022, Biden approved the
No TikTok on Government Devices Act.
In March, Senator Josh Hawley
introduced the RESTRICT Act, which
allows the government to ban apps from
several countries, including China, if they
are perceived as threatening. Although it
does not mention TikTok by name, this
bill has been seen as another attempt at
banning it.

Despite operating under the guise
of protecting user privacy, the RESTRICT
Act does no such thing. Instead, it paints
over international businesses in broad
strokes that allow for the government to
easily perform censorship. Whilethere are
|egitimate concerns over the data TikTok
collects, as with any other social media
company, we should be concerned
whether this data ends up in the hands of
the Chinese government or an American
corporation. What we need is a
“comprehensive policy that starts closing
the gaps,” according to Senate Finance
Committee Chairman Ron Wyden. We
need an actual solution that doesn’t just
point fingersat Chinafor our carel essness
with our data. The Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) argued that “thisbill is
a distraction from real progress on

TheTerror That IsTik Tok

By: Wyatt Snyder

endless short, colorful, funny videos that help
to release amdl amounts of dopamine in the
human brain with every scroll. The design of
this gop is genius, hooking people of dl ages
with its carefully crafted format, making them
want to come back to the app for more of that
happy feding. Although TikTok may seem
harmless with its catchy sounds and vibrant
colors don'tletitfool youasthisappistoblame
for thedrastic shortening in children’sattention
span and overdl happiness.

Socid media, morespedifically TikTok,
iscons dered oneof the* most detrimenta things
to happen to our attention spans’ (Heinz) asit
caters to our generation’s aready shrinking
attention span caused by consumerism. This

narrowing attention span of Gen-Z isathreet to
the future of America as our society is having
more and moretroublewith carrying out Smple
tasks, such as doing homework, reading abook,
and feding happiness.

A study conducted on high school
students in China shows that students who
regularly usetheTikTok app havehigher rates of
“dress, anxiety and depression” than thosewho
use the app less frequently (gamequitters.com).
Sudieslikethisoneshow thedetrimentsof socid
media on the younger generation. These apps
aremolding theyoung mindsof our country into
virtualy brain-deaed“zombies’, who areaddicted
tothe dopamine spikesof socia media

The effects of socid mediause on

privacy.” Asasolution, it proposed more
general privacy-protection legislation,
which would protect the consumer, unlike
the RESTRICT Act.

The censorship potential of this
bill however, isinsanely draconian. The
vague language, according to Rae Hodge,
threatens civil liberties and First
Amendment rights. Hodge al so points out
an issue with the lack of oversight over
the decision to ban apps. Additionally, it
isunclear whether or not the use of aVPN
to circumvent the ban would be allowed,
but if it is not extreme, government
surveillance would be required to stop it.
This violation of free speech is insanely
regressionary, and would only sharpen the
divide between the United States and
China.

Ultimately, TikTok’s handling of
data is a severe issue, just like it is on
practically any social media platform.
Whilethere are legitimate concerns about
thisdata ending up in foreign hands, more
sweeping data protection would do so
much more for consumers than the
RESTRICT Act. What the proposers of
thisbill want isnot to protect our privacy,
but further anti-Chinese fear-mongering
and allow for censorship. Theissueswith
this bill are so clear that Tucker Carlson
agreed with Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's
opposition to it (Hodge). While TikTok
users may find thishill stupid or annoying,
and others may find it harmless, the
RESTRICT Act sets up the unacceptable
ability for the government to censor, and
it must be stopped.
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children are finally being brought to the
public’s attention as some of these
concerns were brought up during the
recent TikTok congressional hearing on
March 23rd. Although the addictive
nature of the app was not the main
concern of the hearing, some ideas were
still discussed such asthe“teen screentime”
limitsthat were put in place. Theselimitsoffer
parentsaway to control their child’susage of
theapp at any time. TikTok usersbetweenthe
agesof 13-17 havethelimit set to onehour by
default. Although thisfeature doesnot offer a
perfect solution, it isbringsusone step closer
to solving the problem of social media
addiction and the issues that follow.
May 2023
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Social M edia Sustains Consumerism

By: Hannah Sadowski

Since the 1950s, America has been
known for being a consumerist society. With
thecreation of theinternet, it hasbecome eesier
for people to obtain any goods through online
shopping. Thismethod of shopping dsodlows
peopleto buy thingsmorefrivoloudy duetoits
convenience; dso, the fact that the shopper is
congtantly bombarded with ads does not hurt
ether. The biggest propoenent to this causeis
therise of socid media, asmore consumersare
being influenced by it everyday.

Injust afew years, the socid media
platform TikTok has exponentidly grown in
popularity. With over 150 millionAmericanson
theapp, peopleareexposedtodl kindsaf content
al day everyday. While scrolling through their
feed, usersmay seeunboxings, shopping hauls,
and “ get ready with me’ videos. These videos
are made by varying accounts and can be used
to push different productson users. Sometimes,
the use of acertain product in these videos can
be enough to convince the usersto purchaseit.
Oftentimes, themorepopular thecregtor, themore
influentia sheis, andthemorelikely sheistosdl
out aproduct. For example Alix Earleisacrestor
who get this done. Through her TikToks, she
has caused an array of products to sell out,
indudingMidlehair ail, multipleshadesof Rare
Beauty'sliquid blush, the Tweezerman eyelash
curler, the Retroféte aphabet earrings, and
Charlotte Tilbury’s contour wand (Rey). This
can make it extremely difficult for those who
previoudy enjoyedtheproduct toobtainitagain,
asloyd customersare being replaced by newly
influenced social media users. Despite this
downside, having this type of media coverage
benefitsthe brand in such ahugeway. Totake
advantage of a creator’s influence on TikTok,
companiesoften sendher aPR (publicreations)
package. In response to receiving the PR
package, the crestor will make a TikTok video
promoting the product. Thisgivesthe company
a new way to advertise to an even wider
audience, & littleto no cost. When aconsumer
sees an influencer she admires promoting a
product, it givesthe product more goped.

With new itemsbeing displayed to
audiencesevery day onsocid media, new trends
arise as well. When a new trend appears,
consumers automaticaly want to join in with
thetrendandfitinwitheveryonedse, sobecome
morelikely to purchasethisproduct. But by the

Lies, Deceit And Power
By: Matthew Malone

Since the country was founded,
the United States has been known as the
“land of thefreeand thehome of thebrave.”
The founding fathers wanted to create a
state that was devoid of tyranny, lies, and
corruption, where the power was in the
hands of the people. Despite this, for
decades now, the US government has
demonstrated, on numerous occasions,
unethical behavior and dishonesty, while
also withholding information from the
public.

timethe consumer receivesthe product, often,
a new trend has started, and then another
purchaseis made. In the article “ Perpetuating
Consumerism: The Role of Socid Mediaand
Sdf-Image” theauthor Satesthat “whentrends
comeandgo, it can betaskingonour sHf-image.
Itsdifficult tofitinwhenwhat is'in’ isdways
changing. It can lead to asense of isolation, or
theideathat we remissngout” (Burrows). The
sensethat oneisnot perceived as* codl’ because
she does not have acertain trending product is
an even bigger mativetor for apersonto make
impulse purchases on something trendy. Asa
result, consumers becomethe ‘proud’ owners
of an abundance of items that were once
consdered “trendy”.

Withdaily exposuretoinfluencers; it
iseasy tofdl into thetrap of ‘thetrend cycl€.
However, some creators on TikTok aretrying
to stop the process of overconsumption that
gems from the app. Thisis done in a method
cdled “deinfluencing.” One article describes
thisas"atermthat’s been recently invented by
crestors who are urging viewers not to buy
something, or calling criticism to cult-favorite
products’ (Chen). Thisisdone by influencers
who are not considered brand ambassadors.
They givean unbiased review of aproduct that
adifferent crestor was paid to promote. This
can cause users to second-guess their favorite
trendsetters by thinking for themsalvesto see
if aproduct is redly worth buying. Coupled
with this tactic, creators are dso beginning to
show their followerslessexpendvereplacement
products for high end cosmetics; these are
knownontheinternet as* dupes’. Whilefinding
cheaper alternatives for products can be
beneficid to consumers who may not be able
toaffordmoreexpensveproducts, thiscan hurt
thecompaniesthat created theorigina product.
However, deinfluencing doesnot one-hundred
percent solve the problem. When a popular
creator tells consumers not to purchase a
product, sheoften givesthem adifferent oneto
buy instead, therefore ill influencing her
audienceto continuethecydeof consumerism.

Overdl, thespread of consumerism
cannot easly be tamed. The cyde is fed by
socid media platforms that are supported by and
thereforefilledwith ads. Thesolutiontothisproblem
isunclear. But, with the consumer at theroot of the
issue, achangein behavior could bewhat isneeded.

between the FBI and former Twitter Trust
and Safety chief Yoel Roth.” These emails
from the FBI told Twitter what to censor.
TheFBI wasbarring certain Americansfrom
their free speech rights. Unfortunately, it
doesn't sopthere Anather result of thiscorrupt
attack was: “A near-blackout of public
knowledgeabout theHunter Biden|gptop story,
first published by TheNew York Pogt, exposing
allegations of Biden family corruption”
(Washington Times). Talk about election
interference. Government agencies censoring
stories concerning political candidates right
beforean dectionisnot interfering in ection
outcomes?It certainly seemsthat way, but only
for onesideof theaide. For example, what has
been doneto these peoplethat played arolein
the help that Joe Biden received from this
censorship? Has justice been served? No, not
in the United States' one-sided system of
justice. On the other hand, a social media
(Continued On Page 7)

The most corrupt government
agency, the FBI, has been exposed for its
untruthful and biased ways. A prime example
of thisinvolves the Twitter Files that were
released by CEO Elon Musk. Thisrevealed
that Twitter, along with the FBI, was
censoring conservative speakers. Matt
Taibi, one of the publishers of the files,
stated, “Between January 2020 and

November 2022, therewereover 150 emails
May 2023

RisksAnd Rewards:
TheApproval Of The Willow Project

By: KalistaLin

The Willow Project, a proposed
oil and gas development project located
inthe National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska
(NPR-A), has been a controversial topic
for years. Recently, President Joe Biden
approved the project’s environmental
review, allowing it to move forward. This
decision has sparked concerns among
environmentalists and indigenous
communities who fear its the potential
repercussions. The Willow Project was
proposed by ConocoPhillips, an American
multinational corporation engaged in
hydrocarbon exploration and production.
It is an $8 billion plan that involves
extracting approximately 600 million
barrels of oil and 3.4 trillion cubic feet of
natural gasreserves fromthe NPR-A. The
project includes the construction of a
drilling site, pipelines, and other
necessary infrastructure that will helpin
the extraction of the resources.

Proponents of the Willow Project
argue that it will create jobs and boost
the economy. According to an article
written by Eric Revell that was published
on March 15th, 2023 for Fox Business,
the Willow Project is predicted to
generate between $8 billion and $17
billion in new tax revenuefor federal, state
and local governments. In addition,
according to the Bureau of Land
Management, there is a possibility that
“the Willow Project could create more
than 2,000 construction jobs and 300
permanent jobs” (“Support for Willow
Project Development”). However,
opponents argue that it will harm the
environment and indigenous
communities. One of the primary
apprehensions surrounding the Willow
Project is its potential impact on the
environment. The NPR-A is home to a
diverse array of wildlife, including
caribou, polar bears, and migratory birds.
The project could disrupt their habitats
and lead to the destruction of their
ecosystems.

The drilling and construction
activities associated with the Willow
Project could also lead to increased
greenhouse gas emissions, thus,
contributing to climate change. Critics
argue that the project’s contribution to
climate change will exacerbate the already
existing environmental crisis and harm
the planet’s natural systems. With this
being said, the approval of this project
has shocked the nation, as many people
are bewildered as to how the Biden
administration could have come to this
decision. Knowing that this project will
likely have severe consequences on the
environment and our future, individuals
are protesting against this decision of the
government and speaking out on the
impacts. According to the Natural
Resources Defense Council, “the Biden
administration acknowledges that Willow,
if completed, would release an additional
9.2 million metric tons of carbon pollution
into the atmosphere each year...(*Why
the Willow Project is a Bad Idea”).
However, just recently, Biden publicly
stated his intentions of reducing carbon-
pollution in the next decade or so:
“President Biden has set an ambitious

U.S. goal of achieving a carbon
pollution-free power sector by 2035 and
net zero emissions economy by no later
than 2050” (“FACT SHEET: President
Biden to Catalyze Global ClimateAction
through the M ajor Economies Forum on
Energy and Climate”). The Willow
Project’s approval remains a
controversial topic, and has recently
raised a myriad of questions about the
Biden administration’s commitment to
climate change, especially when
considering the President’s pledge to
transition to a clean energy economy.

Despitethese concerns, the Biden
administration’s approval of the Willow
Project hopefully means that it will be sub-
ject to environmental regulations and miti-
gation measuresto minimizeitsimpact. The
project will berequiredto follow strict guide-
lines such as requiring the use of advanced
drilling technologies, the use of insulated
pipelinesto reduce therisk of oil spills, and
the implementation of wildlife protection
measures. Additionally, the government has
committed iself to reducing its greenhouse
gas emissions associated with the Willow
Project by 50-52% by 2030. (“What Is the
Willow Project? ConocoPhillips' Disastrous
Plan to Drill in the Western Arctic”).
ConocoPhillips has also pledged to work
withlocal communities, including thelnupiaq
people, to address its apprehensions and
provide economic opportunities. The cre-
ation of jobsand aninvestment in thelocal
economy have been discussed.

Even though some positives could
potentially come from the Willow Project,
many environmentalists and indigenous
communitiesremain skeptical of itspossible
consequences. They argue that the project’s
approval undermines the Biden
administration’s climate change agendaand
setsadangerous precedent for future oil and
gas development in sensitive environments.
The Willow Project is a contentious issue,
that has arguments both for and against it.
While it is true that the project could pro-
vide economic benefits and jobs, it also
poses significant risks to the environment
and indigenous communities. The Biden
administration’s approval of the project has
raised concerns about the administration’s
commitment to climate change and environ-
mental protection. It remainsto be seen how
the project will impact the region and
whether its benefits will outweigh its costs.

Overall though, asthe world faces
alooming climatecrisis, itiscrucial that we
prioritize the protection of our environment
and therightsof communities.
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The Whole Truth And Nothing But The Truth?

(Continued From Page 6)
influencer named Douglas Mackey tweeted
a joke during the 2016 election that read,
“Avoidtheline. Votefromhome. Text ‘Hillary’
to 59925.” This act by Mackey landed him
10 years behind bars with critics saying he
“used Twitter to disseminate false
information to redirect would-be voters of
Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential
election” (Washington Post). Jokes earn
peoplejail time, but willingly covering up a
true news story to help a candidate win an
election issomething to look away from.

Unfortunately, it doesn’t stop there.
The Department of Justice never fails to
demonstrate colluded behavior. On August
10th of 2019, Jeffery Epstein, who faced sex
trafficking charges, was found dead in his
jail cell. Ever since then, the mediahas said
that Epstein killed himself and that anyone
who daresto think otherwiseisaconspiracy
theorist. However, initially the story made
solittle sensethat even failed New York City
Mayor Bill de Blasio said, “The facts
themselves don’t make sense on their face.”
In aspeech given by then Attorney General
Bill Barr shortly after Epstien’s death, Barr
said, “We will get to the bottom of what
happened and there will be accountability.”
Despite thisremark, almost four years|ater,
many reasonable thinking people still have
guestions about what exactly happened.
Moreover, the two guards who “shopped
online, took breaks, and napped” (New York
Post) on the night of Epstien’sdeath pleaded
guilty to falsifying government records.
However, last year, an Obama appointed
judge, Analisa Torres, dropped the charges
against the two for no apparent reason.
When Bill Barr declared the Epstein case
closed, he cited that “the New York City
medical examiner had conducted an autopsy
and ruled that Epstien killed himself by
hanging,” and “I personally reviewed that
video footage; it shows conclusively that
between the time Epstein was locked in his
cell, at 7:49 p.m. on the night of August 9
and the time he was discovered the next
morning at 6:30 am., no oneentered histier.”
This was enough information for Barr and
much of the mediato say that Jeffery Epstein
killed himsdlf. However, many criticd thinkers
began to question statements being made
and didn’t just eat up what the mediahad to
say. For example, Barr starts by saying the
autopsy conducted concluded that Epstein
hanged himself. But, Michael Baden, a
pathologist, said, “The forensic evidence
released so far, including autopsy, point
much moreto murder and strangulation than
the suicide and suicidal hanging.” Baden
also said that it was “very unusual” that the
initial cause of death following the autopsy
was pending, but then changed to hanging.
Why would that happen, especially since
no new evidence was released. Moreover,
Barr also claimed to review thevideo footage
from that night. It just so happened that the
camerasthat were focused on Epstein’s cell
were not working, so Barr had to review the
footage from cameras that were focused on
the entrance to the tier, which is what Barr
said no one entered. Alright, no one entered
Epstein’s cell block, but who said the
murderer had to have been from the outside.
There were seven other cellslocated within
the tier, each holding dangerous criminals.
Nevertheless, thisideanever presented itself
to Bill Barr. There are many unanswered
guestions such as were inmates within the
cell block ableto movefrom cell to cell?Why
arethere no pictures of Jeffery Epstien dead

in his cell hanging? Additionally, Epstein
frequently socialized with many high-profile
peopleincluding Bill Clinton, Donald Trump,
vaccine expert Bill Gates, and many more
(NPR). After Epstein’sdeath, none of these
people seemed to care. Inan interview with
PBS, Bill Gates,while smiling, said, “Well,
he'sdead. Soin general you alwayshaveto
be careful.” Perhaps none of these people
want to talk about Jeffery Epstein because
when hedied, so did al of the secrets they
shared. Sadly, someof it doesn’'t make much
sense. By no means was Jeffery Epstein a
good person. However, people don't
deserveto livein acountry whereacorrupt
government agency can potentially cover
up akilling of acertain person and get away
withit.

Inaddition, inApril of 2023, aman
by the name of Jack Teixeiraleaked classi-
fied documents concerning the war in
Ukraine. These documents revealed that
Ukraineislosing thewar. The country’sair
defenses could also have been depleted
near the end of May, and Russia has afleet
of 485 fighter jetswhile Ukraine has 85 (Fox
News). Why hasthisinformation been with-
held from the public? It seems like impor-
tant information to know when a country
who is receiving billions in American tax-
payer dollarsislosing. But, of course, this
isnothing new. The United States’ govern-
ment haswithheld millionsif not billions of
classified documents from the public. All
sorts of things happen and remain a mys-
tery in the US; thereisin fact no telling if
the federal government has the answers.
The killer of JFK, the planter of the pipe
bombs on Capitol Hill the day before Janu-
ary 6, 2021, and the person who leaked the
Supreme Court decision overturning Roev.
Wade are just a few other events that are
till in question. To remain a true democ-
racy, it is imperative that the federal gov-
ernment be transparent and honest.
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The Pandemic Puppy Problem

By: LuciaCagno

Theterm* pandemic puppy” Startedto
trend asthe increasing adoption of pets became

noticeable during the Covid-19 pandemic. Its
meaningissmple: adog that wasadopted inthe
midst of the pandemic to accompany someone
during thetime of isolation (Urban Dictionary).
This idea seems sengible, as, for many, Covid
created fedingsof londiness, and petswereoften
abletohd p peoplecope. However, oncetheworld
started to hed, aproblem emerged.

While people were home during the
lockdown, they weregbletogivetheir petsagrest
ded of atention, but when they started to go
back to the office or schoal, they had to leave
ther pets a home and atempt to tackle taking
careof their pet whilebeing busy with many other
responsibilities Asaresult, somepandemic pets,
who had only ever experienced being with their
ownerscongtantly, devel oped separation anxiety
when their owners started to leave the house
more often (AAHA News). Thisoftenresulted in
behaviora and psychologica issues, especidly
indogs, snce"Dogswho havelived their whole
lives with their humans a home can become
scared when the people leave even for what to
the people seems like a short time” (The
Washington Post). These issues made owners
more tempted to give up their pandemic pets
becausethey did not want to dedl withtheir pets
bad behavior whilethey weregone. Additiondly,
pandemicpet ownerswereruddy avakenedwhen
learning the full cogt of ther pandemic puppy
after returning to their post-lockdown activities.
Danielle Diaz, a new dog owner during the
pandemic, said that unexpectedly, “pretty much
al my money, my whole paycheck, goestohim”

(TheNew York Times). Sheadopted her dogwhen
hewasjust four weeksold, and did not anticipate
the hefty food expenses, vet expenses, and since
returning to work, the daycare expenses. These
issues seemed to be present with many other
first-time pet owners throughout the pandemic.

Immediately after the pandemic
gppeared to diedown, shetersstarted to receive
the pandemic pets. Many peopledid not want to
give up their pet to ashdlter; however, they fdlt
the need to do so due to the lack of necessary
and proper care that they could not provide for
their pet. Although this is often the case with
dogs, thisproblemisnot limited to them. A no-
kill animal shelterinNew York reportedly recaved
over 650 surrendered guineapigsin 2022, which
isover a300%increasefrom previousyears(The
Guardian). Unfortunately, not dl surrendered
animasareabletoend upinano-kill shdter. In
fact, many beloved pets do often end up in kill
shdlters, wherethe animd will be euthanized if
not quickly re-adopted. A generd estimatefrom
theNorth ShoreAnima Leaguestatesthatinthe
US, over twomillion catsand dogsareeuthanized
yearly.

However, there arewaysto help with
thisanima epidemic. Adopting fromashelter or
rescue ingtead of buying from a breeder saves
lives. These rescue and shelter adoptions help
keep animasfrom thedanger of possbleeutha:
nasig, creste morespacefor therescue/shelter to
takeinmoreneedy animals, and combat themany
puppy and kitten millsof unscrupulousbreeders
Volunteering a aloca animd shelter isadso a
way to support your local anima community.
Every bithelps.

Tik Tok TakesA Dangerous Turn

By: Brian Kraupner

You rall into bed after along day, and
fed your body findly relax. You openup TikTok
and scroll and scroll and scroll. You see the
dancing videos, cooking videos, viogsand auser
cooking chicken and mixing it with NyQuil, the
over-the-counter cough medicine. Yes, you reed
that right. Nowadays, many usersonsocid media
are taking part in dangerous trends on TikTok.
They have becomeblind to the dangers of socid
trends due to their young age and lack of brain
deve opment.

Over the past few years, TikTok has
growninpopularity. AccordingtoNBCNews, in
March 2023 therewereabout 100 million people
intheUSthat regularly use TikTok. Thisgpp has
become appedling to dl age groups. Although
TikTok hasspread positivity regarding avareness
in regards to menta hedth, it has dso caused
damage. Trends on TikTok have taken a
dangerousturn assome of them haveresulted in
seriousinjury, property damage and even death.
For example, the Penny Challenge involves
inserting a penny behind a partiadly plugged in
phonecharger cube. Thecoin comesinto contact
withthemetal prongsof the phone charger cube
and often causes a spark which can cause an
electrical fire. This trend has caused serious
damage to schools and many students have
gotteninto serioustrouble. In February of 2023,
the popular TikTok trend, the “Kool-Aid Man”
Chadlenge, caused destructionin Suffolk County.
Thetrend involved teensrunning through fences
inaneighborhoodjust likethepopular Kool-Aid
mascot did in commercias. Thisresulted inthe
involved teens being brought to Family Court
and ticketed. “Thisisaredlly bad decison; they
shouldn’t be influenced by socid mediaor their
friends It might ssemfunandit might beaprank,
butit'scriming andthey will beheld accountable,”
sad Suffolk County Chief of Patrol Gerard Hardy.
Trendsliketheseintrigueyoung teenswhodon't
know any better.

Some TikTok trends are so clearly
dangerous, we have to wonder why do people
participate in such dangerous trends? Simply
put, to fed connected. For example, in 2014 the
popular trend, ThelceBucket Challenge, raised
awareness and money for ALS (Amyotrophic
Latera Scleross). This connected people for a
good cause and raised awareness. However, the
same thing is happening with these current
dangerous trends. Morris Brittiany, a licensed
clinical social worker from Thriveworks in
Chesgpeske, Virginia, said that many peopleare
participating in these trends to fed connected.
Brittiany added that “ thisfeding can beso srong,
itcantrumptherisk of getting hurt doingastunt.”
TikTok hasavariety of user ages, but amgority
of the users are teens. 32.5% of TikToks users
ae10-19. Thisisconcerning becauseitisknown
that teenagers can be impulsive and, a times,
irrationd. TheAmericanAcademy of ChildAnd
Adolescent Psychiatry states how scientists
studied the region of the brain called the
amygdala. The amygddais responsble for the
behavior of fear and aggresson. In addition to
theamygdaa, thefrontal cortexisthepart of the
brainthat isin charge of reasoning and thinking.
Both parts of the brain are till in development
during theadolescent period. So, duetothestage
of brain development in the adolescent brain,
younger children are more likely to, “act on
impulse, misread or misinterpret socia cuesand
emotions, get into accidents of al kinds, get
involved in fights and engage in dangerous or risky
behavior.” Younger agesarecertainly morevulnerable
to these trends.

Yes, TikTok can be used to spread posi-
tivity, news, new idess and crestivity, but there are
certainly dangerous challenges on the gop. Although
TikTok has become more aware of this problem due
to new agorithmswhich verify and block dangerous
trends, this is not stopping adolescents from partak-
ing in these acts. Something certainly hasto change

before more bad thi )
ngsfeppen May 2023



8 OPINIONS/FEATURES

TheU.S. And China:WherelsTheLove?

By: Rockwell White

Phones, computers, cars, tv's, home
gppliances, and military wegponry; practicaly
every pieceof technology that utilizesenergy, is
run by microchipsor computer chips. Thereare
two main categories of these chips logic and
memory chips. Thelogic chip’'sjob, smply put,
is to execute a task. And, just like the name
suggests, memory chips store information. If
there was a hdt in the development of these
chips, anindustry worth over 500hilliondollars
would stop functioning, nearly al eectronics
would ceaseto be produced, and technology as
we know it, could stop advancing until a new
way of manufacturingitisfound. Thisdamwas
substantiated during the COVID-19 pandemic
as the microchip shortage caused a hdt in the
supply chainof cars whichinturnforced prices
toskyrocket. Threeyearslater theentiremarket
isbeing threatened. But why?

During the 1960'swhen microchips
werefirst produced, they were mostly used for
missilesand other military weaponry; however,
American corporations, such as Intdl, redized
ther profits could increase exponentidly if the
market expandedtoindudedcivilianuse. Inorder
for this to happen, the chips needed to be
manufactured chegply and at a more efficient
rate. Thus, the U.S. began moving its factories
to Taiwan, Japan, and Koreg, each U.S.'sdllies
withaffordeble, avalablelabor; inaddition, China
and Russig, both U.S. rivds, wereblocked from
using these territories and prevented the
development of ther technology. Since these
countries gained access to advanced chips,
Taiwan, and theother countrieswereadvancing
a nearly thesameraeastheU.S. However eech
of the new corporations was not salf-sufficient
initspartnershipswiththeU.S,; thecorporations
were being supplied with the latest machinery
that was only manufactured inthe Netherlands.
However, these machines needed equipment
fromthe United Statesto function, whichmeant
the market was being stretched throughout the
three most prevaent continents. Thisbrings us
to the main problem here: China. Throughout
thedevelopment of themarket, Chinahad yet to
catch up inits development of microchipsand
its yearning to compete with the U.S, when it
cametolevdsof advancement; theU.S. however,
needs to be the pinnacle of technology, and in
order for China to manufacture U.S. level
advanced chips, it needs the U.S, and clearly
thatisn'tan option. Chinaaimsto becompletdy
isolated and sdf-sufficient in the microchip
market. Eventualy the Chinesegovernment will
need to invest gargantuan amounts of capitd in
its own manufacturing companies, just to

In today’s polarized political
discourse, few nameshavegained suchinfamy
asthat of Florida's governor Ron DeSantis.
Nowadays, it seems that every week we see
some headline about how Florida, which, as
DeSantis proclaimed it, is“the freest statein
these United States.” However, lately it seems
asif DeSantisistrying to restrict the freedom
of the LGBTQ+ community or ranting about
how “ Floridaisthe placewherewoke goesto
die’ (Vakil). Touted asthemost prominent rival
Donad Trumpwill potentially faceinthe2024
Republican Election, to say DeSantishasbuilt
a reputation as a controversia figure is an
understatement. Elected to the governorship
in 2019, DeSantismadeanamefor himsdlf as
oneof themost prominent Republicansinthe
nation and a so-called defender against
wokeness.

DeSantis many attacks on the

kickgtart the microchip market within China
However, Chinais ill generations behind in
technology.

In 2018, atrid involving ASML, the
largest tech supplier of the microchip industry,
accusad two Chinesetech companies, Dongfang
Jngyuan Electron and Xtd, of being the same
company that were connected to the Chinese
government. It turns out that these companies
werethesameinthat they werecrested amonth
goat in 2014 by aformer engineer of ASML,
Zongchang Yu. Oneyeer laterin 2015, Yufledto
China. It was reveded that the motive was to
obtain ASML technology and useitin Chinato
catch up to the U.S. After this conflict, Donad
Trump, the United States presdent at thetime,
banned U.S. companiesfromsdlling components
to ZTE, amgor corporation and then later,
Huawei, Chinds mogt prolific tech company.
Thesebanswerefurther enforced after JoeBiden
was elected to office. In 2022, Biden's policy
preventeddl U.S. companiesfromsdling chips
to China. The policy also stopped Chinese
companies from using U.S designed software
and equipment. The find blow banned globa
companiesthat use advanced microchips from
sdlingthesechipsto China. Laterintheyear, the
U.S. made aded with the Taiwanese company
TSMC to develop factories within the U.S. to
once again gain the upper hand, but dso to
prevent China from having accessto dl of the
U.S’smanufacturing plants.

Taiwan is home to the largest
manufacturers of microchipsin the world;
even a portion of China's chips are
manufactured there. Taiwan isroughly 100
miles off the coast of China and China's
failed attemptsto steal U.S. technology, in
additiontothetechrivalry, putsTaiwanina
dangerous position. However, the Taiwan
Relations Act states, “the United States
shall make availableto Taiwan such defense
articles and defense services in such
quantity as may be necessary to enable
Taiwan to maintain asufficient self-defense
capacity as determined by the President
and the Congress’. The Act puts the
U.S. in atough position; if China does
invade, the U.S. is forced to respond,
with the battle ground being the
country that is home to the world’'s
most prolific tech manufacturing plants.
The war would have catastrophic
consequences and would likely collapse
the global economy. So, hopefully, intime,
things will calm down and the microchip
issue will no longer be an issue.

When SuccessAnd Power Don’t Help

By: MiaPerciballi

Alex Murdaugh, a once prominent
South Cardlinaéttorney, and amember of oneof
the most powerful families in that state was
recently tried, and found guilty on dl countsin
the murders of hiswife and son. The Murdaugh
family had built for itslf animageof successand
power viathecreation of anempireof alaw firm.
The name that once summoned sentiments of
power, money, and legacy, now dragswithit the
mention of murder, theft, andlies.

The murders of Maggie and Paul
Murdaugh had been unsolved without any
suspect for over ayear. Then, on July 14, 2022,
“Alex Murdaugh, wasindicted on two counts of
murder, withtheauthoritiessaying hefataly shot
hiswifewith arifle and his son with ashotgun”
(Bogd-Burroughs). The prosecution’s case was
based onthebdlief that Murdaughkilled hiswife
and son in afailed atempt to hide the financid
crimeshehad committed; Murdaugh hasalegedly
golenmillionsof dollarsfrom hisclientsand law
firm, and had been in prison for some of these
crimessinceOctober 2021.

Murdaugh pleaded not-guilty, as he
“insisted he did not kill his wife and son”
(Chappél and Bowman). Still, at the conclusion
of thetrid, thejury unanimoudy agreed that Alex
Murdaugh was guilty on al counts. He was
sentenced to lifein prison.

Judge Clifton Newman, who presided
over this trial, said that the evidence that
Murdaugh is guilty was “overwhelming”.
Furthermore he denied the defense's request to
declareamigrid.

Thiscasewashowever, presented with
alack of physical evidence. Furthermore, theonly
eyewitnessestothecrimewerekilled, thosebeing
Maggie and Paul Murdaugh. According to an
NPRatideby Bill Chappdl and EmmaBowman,
“Prosecutors built a case againgt Murdaugh
using circumstantial evidence, lacking eyewitnesses,
video recordsor amurder wegpon”. Evenwithalack
of physica evidence, or eyewitnessaccounts, thefate
of Alex Murdaugh wasagreed upon by al membersof
thejury.

Aftertheverdict of thistrid wasddivered,
Prosecutor Creighton Waters said, “ Justice was done
today, it doesn’'t matter who your family is. It doesn't
metter how much money you have or people think
you have. It doesn’'t matter how prominent you think
you are. If you dowrong, if you bresk thelaw, if you
murder, then justice will be donein South Carolina.”
EventhoughAlex Murdaugh camefrom ahigh-pow-
eredfamily in South Caralina, thewrongshecommit-
ted during hislifetime eventualy caught upwith him.
Heisnow facing the consequences of hisactionsthat
he thought would happen because of thefamily heis
asociated with.

TheMan On A Mission

By: GiulianoWang

LGBTQ+ community have been some of, if
not, themost flagrant and aggressivein recent
memory. Inthe Spring of 2022, theinfamous
“Don't Say Gay” Bill was passed, banning
so-called “Classroom ingtruction by school
personne or third parties on sexud orientetion
or gender identity”, but nowherewithintheBill
does it define what instruction on sexual
orientation or gender identity (flsenate.gov)
means, meaning that the Bill was essentidly a
blanket ban on any mention of queerness
whatsoever. Furthermore, as of the printing of
thisartide, DeSantisislookingtoexpandtheBill
to dl grade levels, meaning that high schools
would also find themselves under a smilar
blanket ban of any discusson of queernessin
school. According to DeSantis, it'sall part of a
campaigntoexterminate wokeness , declaring
during his re-election speech in November of
2022 that Floridianswould “fight ‘ thewoke in

theLegidature. Wefight ‘ thewoke intheschools.
We fight ‘the woke' in the corporation, and we
will never ever surrender to the woke mob —"
(Allen). DeSantishasevenmedehimsdf anenemy
of the Disney Corporation. After the corporation
publicly criticized theBill and stopped providing
fundingfor thestate (Atterbury), DeSantisbegan
a campaign againgt Disney. In a statement on
April 23rd, DeSantissworethat “heand thestate
Legidature can and will overturn any Disney
development deal and retake control of the
acreage that's home to Walt Disney World”
(Goldsamith), even floating the possibility thet a
new gate prison should be erected near the park
(Goldgmith).

So, if DeSantisisthisextremewhen it
comesto protecting children from ‘wokeness,
what else is he doing for the educational
system? As it turns out, not much. For one
thing, Florida has consistently ranked as one

Glen Cove 101
By: Kely Larkin

Most people who atend the North Shore
Schooals, think only of Sea Cliff, Glen Heed, and
Glenwood Landing being a part of that District.
However, many students who attend North Shore
live in Glen Cove. So why not share alittle history
about it?

In 1668, a man by the name of Joseph
Carpenter bought 2,000 acres from the Mattinecock
Indians. Heand five others named that land Musketa
Coveandthey built agristmill and asaw mill near the
water, asGlen Coveissurrounded by it onthreesides.
Thisway, the harbor or Sound could be used to ship
goods and lumber to New York City.

Then, in the 1800's, Thomas Garvie
found alot of day deposits on his land; thisland is
now cdled Garvie's Point. As aresult, the clay was
dug up and sold in New York City to be used for
different types of goods. Due to the industry that
couldthenbefoundin Glen Cove, by 1829, therewas
a steamboat that ran daily from Glen Cove to New
York City.

Unfortunately, alot of people from New
York City did not want to vist Glen Cove because
Musketasounded likemosquitotothem. That’swhen,
in 1834, the namewas changed to Glen Covethanks
to someone who suggested it asit sounded like Glen
Coe, an attractive spot in Scotland.

After this, in the 1850's, Glen Cove
became a popular summer resort. There were many
hotels, mostly near what isgtill knownas TheLanding,
which was where the steamboat docked. Wedthy
New York City residents|ooked to build estates near
theweter in Glen Cove. Someof these peopleincluded
CharlesPratt, EW. Woolworthand JP. Morgan. And
in 1867, due to Glen Cove's popularity with New
York City resdents, the Long Idand Railroad was
extended to that area. This expansion, in turn, made
Glen Coveagrest placeto liveyear-round.

Soonenough, thelndustria Revolution hit
Glen Cove and the Duryea Corn Starch Company
opened. It employed a lot of residents, but some
people did not like the business because it dumped
waste from the conversion of cornto corn starchinto
the Glen Cove Creek, which, at times, caused a bad
sméll inboth Glen CoveLanding and SeaCliff.

However, duetodl of thepositiveactivity
that washappening in Glen Cove, in 1918, it became
an independent city and separated from the Town of
Oyster Bay. Thedesirefor tax revenuesto beusedin
Glen Cove, conddering it was a wedthy area and
contributing quite a bit to the Town of Oyster Bay,
was the main reason for this change. Not enough of
themoney wasactualy going to Glen Cove. Itisnow
one of two citiesin Nassau County, the other being
LongBeech.

Atthispoint, Glen Covehasitsown police
force, fire department and EM T serviceand ishome
to many wonderful Steslike Garvies Point Museum
and Presarve, Morgan Park, the Glen Cove Golf
Course, theHolocaust Memorid and Tolerance Center,
Pryibil Beach, Stanco Park, and Welwyn Preserve.

Instead of just seeing Glen Cove asthe
place“downthehill”, we should get to know thecity
that so many of usare proud to cal home.

of theworst stateswhen it comesto teacher’s
pay, as the average sdary is now $51,230. For
comparison, thatisthefourthlowest sdlary when
compared to the rest of the nation (Teacher Pay
by State 2023). Additionally, funding is
consgtently aproblem for schoolsin Florida, as
according tothe FloridaPolicy Indtitute, Horida
schools* ranked45thfor fundingleve, at $4,484
bel ow thenationd per-pupil averageof $15,487
for school year 2018-19” (Bullard). And, findlly,
according to Scholaroo, Horida's educationa
system ranks among the worst state
education in the nation; it's 42nd among
the 50 states.

Whenlooking at al Ron DeSantis
has recently done and said as governor to,
as he says, make Florida the freeest state,
the questioniswhy ishemaking it such an
unfree state by focusing on making
people feel they can’t be who they are?



FEATURES/ENTERTAINMENT 9

What Exactly | sEverything EverywhereAll At Once?

By: Sarah Bar nett

The Oscarsare not only one of the
most prestigious award shows, but also one
of the most popular. With over 18.7 million
people watching this 2023 season (LA
Times), we witnessed tearful speeches and
history being made. Met with a 94% on
Rotten Tomatoes, the movie Everything
Everywhere All At Once swept the Oscars
with eleven nominations and a whopping
seven wins. Written and directed by duo
Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert, who are
also known as “The Daniels’, the story
followsanimmigrant mother, Evelyn, played
by Michelle Yeoh, and her journey across
the multiverse to defeat of version of her
daughter found in adifferent timeline, Jobu
Tupaki, played by Stephanie Hsu. Though
the movie may sound confusing, deep down
it is about the complicated relationship
between a mother and daughter.

The movie's protagonist, Evelyn,
is an overworked mother who is going
throughamidlifecrisis. Shefeelsdiscontent
with her life, but findsit too hopelessto fix
as she feels like a failure. She is having
trouble with her marriage, her relationship
with her daughter, Joy, her laundromat
business, and her disapproving father.
Evelyn constantly runs into problems and
when she is overwhelmed, she dissociates
“in another world in [her] mind” and
struggles with focus. This was inspired by
both director Kwan and his mother (NPR).
Evelyn, as“amiddle-aged immigrant person
who has had along life to look back on all
[her] regrets” is constantly questioning
“what if?" (NPR). As the story progresses,
she needsto learn how to cope with thelife
she has, while she questions all the things
that could have happened to her if she stayed
in China or made different choices. She
perfectly encapsulates the frustration,
disappointment, and regret mothersfeel, but
even though her relationship with her
daughter is strained, she still feels a never
ending lovefor her daughter whichwill never
change. For this role, Michelle Yeoh, who

plays, Evelyn, is officially “the second
nonwhite woman to win the Best Actress
award in the Academy’s near century of
existence” (Ampil).

The movie also focuses on
Evelyn’'s husband, Waymond, who is
portrayed as a sensitive and kind man who
questionshisdysfunctional marriage. At the
beginning of themovie, Waymond fallsinto
the trope of the “beta male [who is] used
primarily as comic relief” which is often a
role Asian men are given (Magnuson). As
the story progresses, the trope completely
dissolves when Waymond succeeds in
multiple ways where most other characters
donot. Heexplainsto Evelyn that thereason
for his kindness is a “survival technique”
that helps him “ solves problems over time
by just being kind”; he shows that he
doesn't need aggression to fix situations
and instead relies on kindness, which is a
tactic that ends up working. Waymond is
meant to destroy the trope of the weak,
incompetent, betaman asherejectsthetoxic
masculinity most heroic male characters
possess and ends up being a hero
himself. The actor who portrays
Waymond, Key Huy Quan, was
awarded Best Supporting Actor for his
incredible performance as he
seamlessly switched between
Waymond’s varying personalities
found in each timeline.

It really is no surprise that the
movie is so popular. Even when
switching between timelines, the film
remains realistic in the characters
intertwined relationships with each
other; almost every human emotion is
shown and as Evelyn accepts the life
she has, the audience accepts it with
her. Audiences are excited to see what
the talented actors and directors are
going to do next and the love for
Everything Everywhere All At Onceis
well-deserved and can be felt around
the world.

TheSwan IsGone

By: Joanna K enney

It has been confirmed that the
beloved swan outside of the Swan Club,
the event venue located at 90 Glenwood
Road in Roslyn Harbor, isgone. Questions
and rumorswere swirling in regardsto the
swan’'s sudden disappearance as people
that became accustomed to seeing the
swan and loving its presence on a daily
basis are distraught over its
disappearance. So where did the star of
the Swan Club that could always be seen
swimming in its pond disappear to—and
why so suddenly?

First some background
information on the missing swan; it is a
wild swanthat lingered in the areafor quite
afew years. It was not brought to the area
or forced to stay, but did so on its own
terms. The swan had also been looked
after by the Volunteers For Wildlife, an
animal rehabilitation center in Locust
Valley that is on the property of Bailey’s
Arboretum. The Center educated the staff
at the Swan Club on how to take care of
its seemingly more permanent guest.
When it camesto the swan’s ability tofly,
the staff wasoriginally unsure and said it
had “never seen him do so”. However,
those who work at the Swan Club had
come to love this resident and were

saddened by its disappearance.

| was able to speak with Vera,
the desk manager at the club, who did
not seem to want to give her last name.
Vera said that she and the staff at the
Swan Club are unsure where the swan has
gone, and that it disappeared afew weeks
ago, around March 26th to be more
precise. She followed up by saying, “I
know one of the employees saw it fly
away”.

It was also established that
the Swan Club installed, around the time
of the swan’s disappearance, fountains
and lightsin the pond. It is therefore a
good assumption that this might be the
reason for the swan’s vanishing act.
During the swan'’s residency, the pond
had naturally growing cover aswell and
that was cut back prior to the
installation of the new lights and
fountains.

Unfortunately, the current location
of theswan isnot known, but many are upset
that the changing of the landscape may have
forced it to move after being so comfortable
therefor anumber of years. Even after severdl
attempts, the Swan Club could not be
reached for comment in relation to the work
that was recently done in the pond.

TheNorth ShoreMasquers Present a M aster piece
By: SophiaMar chiali

The North Shore High School
Masquersworked for threemonthsonther latest
production, Urinetown: TheMusical, whichwas
performed on March 24th and 25th. It focuseson
adystopian town which has a shortage of water
and attempts to solve this issue by limiting a
person’sright to urinate: one must “pay to peg’.
Thislaw isenforced by alargecorporation named
“UrineGood Company” whichthreatenscitizens
withbanishmenttothehellish“ Urinetown” if they
disobey the regulations placed on urination.
Inevitably, thiscausessocid and palitical conflict
within the community, as many see the right to
urinate as a natural human right. With long
“grueling” hours, as director and advisor Aaron
Brateman put it, the studentsworked hard to put
the thrilling production together. Despite the
tough process, cast members described the
rehearsal environment as “enthusiastic’ and
“passionate’.

Thismusica was carefully selected
by Brateman for a few reasons. Lagt year, the
director selected Hello, Dally! as the musica
becausehefdtit digned withtheideathat society
was re-entering the world after the global
pandemic. Asoneof thelyricsfrom the musica
says, “It's so nice to have you back where you
belong”. Continuing with the theme of socia
relevance, Brateman selected Urinetown: The
Musi cal because society must now consider how
itwill rebuilditself asthepandemicfadesintothe
past. By bringing attention to issues such as
corporate greed and inequdity, the production
tastefully forces the audience to acknowledge
theworld'sflaws and ponder whether it'sworth
the sacrifice of creeting social injusticefor fiscal
benefit. As lead, Hope, played by Charlotte
Marchioli, saysinasatirical tone, “Wow! | never
knew large, monopoalizing corporationscould be
such asourcefor good in theworld!”

These messages were carried
throughout the set design to cregte a cohesive
story. Set designer, Margaret Delima, stated that
Brateman suggested that the set should reflect
“atown with a history of corruption based on
environmenta palitics, corporategresd, andsocid
injustices, but dso one similar to the French
Quarter”. Additionaly, they put together grand
puppets to be used as props which symbolized
the “pageantry and spectacle of Mardi Gras
parades’.

Ancther distinct touch that the set
design crew added wasthecurtain of water bottles
which acted asthe backdrop for the show. Made
up of 5,100 plastic water bottles which were
collected by The North Shore Masguers from
mid-January tolate February, thecurtainaimed to
mimic"“thedraping of Mardi Grasbeads’ aswell
as“flowingwater” withitslong, linked strandsof

bottles Thisproject proved to beachalengefor
the crew as it attempted multiple methods of
congtruction. Findly, after muchtria anderror, it
landed onamethod of lining up and taping“ over
160 strands of bottles’ together. Delima stated
that the curtain was used as a*“ strong metaphor
for themonetization of basicneedsaswell asthe
ecological indifference of many capitalist
enterprises’. After having served their purpose,
the bottles were recycled. Despite obstacles
posed by the many regulations that sanitation
fecilities place on recydling plastic boattles, the
Masuersweredeterminedto havethemrecyded
and to then donate any money collected from
their recycling to water.org, an organization
whose god is to increase equality of accessto
clean and safe weter.

With the intricate sets thet were
cregted, theactorsthen utilized these constructed
spaces by making them look lived in, thus
bringinglifetothestage. Thisrequired anintense
rehearsa process which asked cast membersto
bethered most every weekday from 3-6pmat the
start of the process, and at theend of theprocess,
every school day from 3-9pmand 10am-4pmon
weekends. Brateman stated that in these
rehearsds hedidn't just act astheleader, but as
a“ collaborator with the actor”. WWhen working
withtheactors, heclaimed thebiggest chalenge
that they faced camefrom thefact that the show
is a comedy. As Brateman added, “comedy is
infinitely harder thandramd’, andinthisshow it
is even harder because of the “specific” and
satirical natureof thecomedy in Urinetown: The
Musical. Theactors had to go through astep-by
step process to successtully depict the comedy
that the show is meant to express. This started
with identifying what exactly the script was
making fun of, then fully committing to the
comedy, andworking asateamto crestecohesion
within the imaginative world that they were
building. Ultimately, through many “glorious
mistakes’, asBrateman put it, the cast attempted
to find “the most fun verson of the show”, and
fully executed this god by the time the curtain
went up on opening night.

It is important to note that the con-
struction crew and the cast weren't the only
groupsinvolved in the production. The produc-
tion process dso included, but was not limited
to, the lighting and sound crews, the pit, or the
musica accompaniment, andanexternd costume
designer. Each group contributed to the com-
plete cohesion of the musical, acting as the
catalyst for the sea of smiles in the audi-
ence at every performance. The North Shore
Masquers truly produced commendable
work with their take on Urinetown: The
Musical.
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Thecast of Urinetn: TheMusical doingwhat it doesbest.
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Outer Banks: Viral Editing Errors

By: AvaVarsano

Outer Banks, isthevird Netflix series
that excited teensand adults alike with itsthird
Season that came out in late February thisyear.
The show’sfirgt season, which wasrleased in
the spring of 2020, earned the number one spot
on Netflix’'s mogt sreamed ligt &t the time and
became an iconic hit during lockdown. “ Outer
Banks isn't exactly wholesome, but there is
something about its sun-soaked adventure that
feels emotionally authentic to the teen
experience’ (Paste Magazine). While some
criticswereskeptica of theshow, ultimatdly, most
reactions were postive and fans were fired up
for the next season. Soon &fter, season two was
released, then three, and growing dongsidethe
show was the OBX fanbase. Although Outer
Banks seems like “paradise on Earth,” many
messy mistakes gppeared in the third season
that madeeveryonewonder if thefind cut of the
show was thoroughly edited, and how the
production team could have I€ft in those very
vishbleerrorsinsuchalargefranchise.

Withabudget of asmuchas50million
dollars and leads being paid as much as 80
thousand dollars per episode, most would think
noerrorswould bepresentinthefind cut. Inthis
case, most would be proven incorrect. While
the acting and “vibes’ of season three wereon
point, it was the cutting and dipping of certain
scenesthat was not so superb. These mistakes
were pointed out and Spread on socid media,
“withfanspointing out thetimesit waslaughably
obvious that a stunt double had taken over a
part” (Elite Daily). Oneingance of thisiswhen
Kiaraand Rafeareescgping Singh'sMansionin

Thesixteen Grammy award-winning
artist Addle has taken the internet by storm
thanks to the number of videos circulating on
social media that focus on her Las Vegas
residency at the Colosseum at Caesar’s Pdace.
Socid media users witness Addle singing her
hits on stage, as well as moments throughout
the show where she waksthrough the aidesto
sing and take photos with overjoyed fans.

Theartist recently had“ dl 12tracks
from the sandard edition of her new LP 30 on
the latest Billboard Hot 100. Thus, aresidency
was born.

In my continued search for great
recipesfrommy teachers, | decidedtointerview
Mr.Howard Bloom, ateacher ade, andMrs. Sara
Masone, a Specia Education teacher a North
ShoreHigh Schoal. | choseMr. Bloombecause,
likeme, helovesto cook and egt! | chose Mrs.
Masone because | know she is a great cook.
After dl,in December, shedid win North Shore
High Schoal’s Holiday Cookie Bake-Off with
her rainbow cookies!

KK: Whatisyour favoritefamily recipe?

HB: Chickencutletsfor meand my kids, James,
Michad, and Amanda. Welikethem SO much.
They are dl away a school now so when they
comehome, | make TONSfor themtotakeback
withthem. | probably cook enoughfor ten people!
KK: Why isthisyour favoriterecipe?

HB: Everyoneesatsit! And, | usejust oneset of
pots, soit'seasy to cleanup. Everyoneishappy
andsmiling!

KK: Whatisyour favoritething about thisdish?
HB: When everyoneis home together, and my
kids say ‘Thank youd Dad! It's ddlicious —
yummy inthetummy!”

KK: Thank you for sharing with me—isthere

anythingeseyouwouldliketotd| meabout this
May 2023

episodetwo. Whilethey aredimbingupafence,
viewers paused the clip to reved doubles that
do not look even remotely smilar totheactors
Madison Bailey or Drew Sarkey, whoplay the
characters. Stunt doubles obvioudy do not
look exactly likether actor counterparts, sothey
normally appear in action scenes where their
backs are facing the cameras, or from long
distances in which their faces are not visble.
Butinthis case, their facesarein theclip,
and even though it's only for a few
seconds, it is noticeable. There are
multiple scenesin the third season where
stunt double errors like this can be
pointed out.

However, it is not just the
double’s scenes where mistakes are
noticeable: there is a scene in episode
one where the sound effects sound
indisputably artificial. In the scene on
the beach where JJis fighting off crabs,
an editor inserted a chomping sound
effect that sounds almost cartoonish.

Whilefansare still excited for
the next season to be announced, they
areworried that more unpolished scenes
will be put into OBX4. With the growth
of new technology in the entertainment
industry that allows media to be edited
more easily, clips may not be looked over
as thoroughly, which may be the cause
of issues likethesein TV series. Hope-
fully, the impending new season of OBX

will be more carefully edited.

Adele' s LasVegas Residency: Onefor the Books

2023's Oscar s: Disappointing

By: Benjamin Cooper

Inretrospect, 2022 wasquitetheyear for
movies, withcinematicgiantslike TopGunand The
Batman returning to theaters for another ride, as
well as new directors like Jordan Ped and Robert
Eggers solidifying themsdlves as future industry
greats, both releasing ther third films with Nope
and The Northman. respectively. But my favorite
of this year's releases has to be Babylon, Damien
Chazell’s fourth directorial edition to his
filmography. After my first viewing | sat back and
intently waited for thegpew of awards| hadimegined
it would win to begin funnding in. When this did
not happen | was left feeling confused, but
accepting of the film's lukewarm response and
mainly critical disgorge of reviews. Due to the
acquired taste necessary to enjoy the film and
needless excess of the picture, | understood how
onemay have taken thefilm to bejust another big
Hollywood cash graband not an odeto cinemalike
| thought it was. However, | wasmet withtheharsh
redity of it, thanksto the state of today’ sAcademy
Awards.

After stting through two hours of Will
Smith jokes and an unrivaed level of industry
bigatry, | can safely say this was one of the most
“Timid” Academy Awardsto date. Not to placedl
the blame on host Immy Kimme and his never-
ending quiver full of lifeless second rate nips, but
his lazy performance added little to remember to
thisdready unmemorableaward season. Now | am
in no way dandering thisyear'sfilmsas| believe
2022 wasactud quiteagood year for cinema, with
films like Athena by Romain Gravas and Nope,
Jordan Ped’ snewest film.

Years ago, the Academy Awards was a

By: LilianaSella

The stay was originaly set to begin
on, “Friday, January 21, 2022 and was titled
“Weekends With Adde€’; the singer [would]
perform two shows each weekend through
Saturday, April 16, 2022 for atotd of 12weeks’
(Veriety).

However, due to the overwhelming
interest in thisventure, “ she has extended her
Las Vegas residency, with 34 new dates
beginning on June 16, 2023, and ending on
November 4,2023" (TODAY).Asfar asgaining
accessto tickets, fans are encouraged to “ pre-
register” for tickets to avoid missing out on

ticket sdles.

As far as affordability is
concerned, Adele’s residency comes at a
costly price. Tickets are going for
between $600 to $41,280 on the ticket
resal e platform Stubhub (Bloomberg).

Fans however, can still watch
Adele at amuch cheaper price, asthe artist
explains that one of the residency shows
can be accessed and watched online at a
later date. “I’'m goingto filmit, and I'm
going to release it to make sure that
anyone who wants to see this [can see

Kyprian's Recipe Corner
By: Kyprian Kallaur

recipe?

HB: | want everyoneto makethese! They are
delicious. You can save money, make alot of
them and use the |eftovers for many different
dishes. | LOVE sdadwith chicken cutletsand
Caesar dressing.  The cutlets can easily be
frozen and saved. | usudly spend about 3-4
hours between prepping, cooking, and
deaning, butitissoworthit!

Thank you, Mr. Bloom, for sharing your recipe
withmeandeveryonedse! Chickencutletsare
oneof my favoritefoodsand | can’t wait totry
them out. | hope everyone enjoysthem!

Mr. Bloom's Mystical Chicken Cutlets
Ingredients. (measurements vary by taste and
amount of chicken cutlets you are cooking)

- Chicken breagtsdiced thininto cutlets
- Seasoned breadcrumbs

- Lemon pepper

- Dried oregano

- Galicpowder

- Dried basl

- Onion powder

- St and pepper

- All-purposeflour

- Bowl of water

- Qil (forfrying)

Directions:

1. Combine seasoned breadcrumbs, lemon pepper,
oregano, garlic powder.

2. Dip prepared chicken cutletinto bowl of weter.
3. Then coat with al-purposeflour.

4. Dipthefloured cutl et back into thebowl of weter.
5. Coat thecutl et into thebreadcrumb mixture. Let
rest on plae.

6. Fry cutletsin ail and dry on paper towe.
7.Enjoy!

Next up is Mrs. Masone who was very excited to
interviewwithme Shesharedavery persond family
recipe and would NOT give away dl the secrets,
but she shared enough for us to know that it is
delicioud

KK: What isyour favoritefamily recipe?

SM: My favorite family recipe is my Nana's
meethalld

KK: Why isthisyour favoritefamily recipe?

SM: Thisis my favorite family recipe because |
darted making them with my Nanawhen | wasa
littlegirl. | ill makethemwithmy family today.
KK: What isyour favorite family memory of this
dish?

SM: My favorite memories involve going to my

respected and chagte ceremony that repected
the art of filmmaking . Now however, it sale-
down of anawardsshow. Whilesmultaneoudy
doing the dishes and attempting to finish an
English project with this year's Oscars on as
background noise, my attention would
occasondly drift to the screen; each time | was
met by the same four or so films, such as
Everything, Everywhere, All at Once and Al
Quiet ontheWestern Front, having thelr names
cdled. Having seenand thoroughly enjoyed both
of thesefilms, | have no intention of dandering
them. That being said, | il believe it was not
righttohave these two films be nominated
for and win so many awards.

Unlessyou are Daniel Kwan or
Scheinert of Everything, Everywhere
All At Once fame, Oscar night most
likely left you... disappointed, to say the
least. With industry greats like Angela
Bassett being snubbed, many have
begun to lose faith in the awards as a
whole.

However, this night was not all
bad, as it had a few heartfelt and
deserved moments, like what was
portrayed as Jenny the Donkey’s
appearance with the cast of The
Banshees of Inesherin and Key Hu
Kwan’s acceptance speech. These small,
but meaningful moments brought a
genuine feeling to the night, and
reminded viewers, included myself, that
there may be hope for the next
generation of films.

it]” (Harper’'s Bazaar).

As Adele continues to suc-
ceed in the music industry, the artist also
plans to eventually take a break from
her music career and pursue other in-
terests. Shewould like to earn adegree
in English Literature and perhaps even
takeonamovierole (L.A. Times). Adele
said, “ ‘If | hadn’t madeit in my singing, |
think | would definitely have been ateacher.
| think I’d bean English lit teacher’ " (L.A.
TIMES). Evidently, fanshave alot to be ex-
cited about when it comesto Adele.

Nand's every weekend. We would work at her
round table, with me standing on a chair, and
rolling the meatbdls that went into her secret
sauce. My Nana passed away, but | got to keep
her specia saucepot. It'svery important tome.
KK: Isthereanything elseyouwouldliketotell
me about thisrecipe?
SM: | think they are the BEST mesatbdls ever!
My Nanawould cook the meathdls directly in
her specid homemade saucein her specid giant
pot used ONLY for sauce. Thetrick wasto not
dtir the meatbdls. You have to pick up the pot
and moveit around every five minutesto make
surethemestballscook properly! | usudly make
my husband do thisnow becauseit'svery heavy
—hahal
KK: Thatisfunny! Wouldyouliketohaveyour
recipe published in the paper?
SM: Therecipeisasecret, but | if anyonewants,
| will sharethe ingredients, not the amounts OR
Nana'ssauce, withhimor her!

| hope you enjoyed learning
more about some of North Shore High
School’ staff and teachers’ favorite
recipes. | know | will be making these
meals at my house!
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Cosmetic’'s Flaws
By: AvaGibstein and Gianna Sella

As the beauty and skincare industry
continues to flourish, many celebrities are now
hopping on this trend of creating their own
skincare and cosmetic brands. Howeve, ther
lack of knowledgeand expertiseisreflected based
on the quality of their products and the
ingredients they are putting into them. These
celebrity skincare brands make customers
question if they are really making sure the
products being used are safe and beneficid, and
not just being promoted for themoney andfame,
Are these celebrities, like dermatologist
deve oped brands, redly working with experts
and ‘putting their best foot forward’ when it
comes to making genuine and superior quaity
products?

Dermatologist developed brands,
suchasLaRochePosay, isaclear indicationthat
their products are truly beneficid and contain
ingredients that are safe and effective for the
skin. An activeingredient used in many of ther
productsisNiacinamide. AccordingtoLaRoche
Posay’s website, niacinamide is “an active
ingredient of interest thanks to its ability to:
soothetheskin, strengthen skinbarrier function,
act as an anti-irritant agent, and provide a
purifying effect”. This shows how this one
ingredient provides many benefits for the skin
(LaRochePosay). LaRochePosay makesit dear
aswell that on its webdte, that its products are
alergy-tested, and tested on extremdly sengitive
skin; a0, asclear explanationsof what and why
certain ingredients are put into its products can
be found. Another ingredient La Roche Posay
putsin someof itsproductsisglycerin. Glycerin
is a “powerful moisturizer that helps relieve
drynessandflaking by attracting itsownweight
inwater totheskin'souter layer, leavingit smooth
and hydrated for days,” showing how it isused
for acertain purpose (LaRoche Posay). Dueto
the company’s clear explanation as to what is
used in its products, it is evident that its
dermatol ogist-developed skincare brand
containscleaningredientsthat arebeneficid and
safefor theskin.

Another skincarebrand that showsits
effortstousedeaningredientsthat areexogptiond
for the skin is Farmacy Beauty. On its website,
this company aso includes educational and
resourceful descriptions of the key/main
ingredients that it puts in its products. Two
ingredients that are frequently put in some of
Farmacy Beauty’sskincare productsismoringa

and papaya This duo helps to “purify, darify
and refresh skin by removing impurities caused
by pollution”. Thisshows how theseingredients
help the skin in more than one way (Farmacy
Beauty). This company is aso not only vegan
and crudty-free, but dso paraben-free, minera
oil-freg, synthetic fragrance-free, and freefrom
0 many other ingredientsthat are shown to be
harmful for the skin. Thisnot only benefitsthe
environment, but also one's skin. These efforts
to be a clean and good qudity brand shows
how Farmacy Beauty truly putsinanimmense
amount of effortinto makesureitsproductscan
be the best they can befor dl users

Camille Howard-Verovic, a
dermatologist recently reviewed several
cdlebrities skincare lines such as Fenty Skin,
J OBeauty,and Humanrace. She mentioned
many of these brands’ benefits and
drawbacks; however, more drawbackswere
seen. Focusing on JLO beauty, Howard-
Verovic pointed out that Jennifer Lopez
included unnecessary productsin her line.
In response, Camille Howard-Verovic
stated, “Eye cream is up for debate.
Sometimes they are more of a marketing
gimmick. If someone has sensitive eyes, |
will recommend ahypoallergenic cream that
isvery gentle around the eyes” (Spencer).
JLO hasthiseye cream that has no point or
benefit; it isjust on thelinefor her to make
more money. This eye cream contains
ingredientsthat are not beneficial or heathy
for the skin. They dry out the skin.
Additionally, Rhianna'sskin careline Fenty
Beauty also has many products in it that
scare consumers due to the addition of
fragrances. Dermatologist Camille
Howard-Verovic explained, “There is
something called allergic contact
dermatitis, and it usually occurs when
one’s skin has an allergic reaction
because of a particular compound”
(Spencer). The dermatologist warns
customersto be wary of productswith
fragrances, especially if you have
sensitive skin.

Moreover, being aware of what
chemicals and ingredients are inside of
your everyday products, whether they
be celebrity owned items or
dermatologist developed br mindful of
what you put on your body.

AdventuresBeyond The Classroom
By: AvaConnolly

The bus moves up and down as it
makes the turn. Your brown paper lunch bag
crumplesasthebusstopst itsfina destination.
All of thestudentshavether phonesout and are
ready totakepictures. It'sfiddtriptime.

Asl havegrownolder, | havecometo
redizethat fiddtripsareavery importantthingin
order to add toastudent’ seducationd experience.
They give children the opportunity to look at
what they arelearninginadifferent environment
andfromadifferent perspective. Therefore, school
administration and teachers should want to give
their students the chance to fed more engaged
inther learningand understanding of aparticular
subject.

Inorder togainabetter ideaasto how
North Shore High Schoal is when it comes to
field trips, asurvey was given to eight students
in both the freshman and sophomore classes
who have had the opportunity to attend at least
one field trip while in attendance. Freshman,
Sophia Ancona, has attended field trips in
December of 2022 and January of 2023 for both

her English and Earth Science dlasses, and said
that “The field trips thet | have been on were
helpful because it was dl related to what we
were doing in class; it was a fun experience
outsdeof theclassoomwhiledtill being ableto
learn.” Ancona shared that the field trips were
not only helpful towards the subject, but they
were fun experiences. Another student who
shared hisexperienceonafiddtriptoNew York
City for hisEnglish classin January of 2023, is
ChrisUryan: “thefid dtripwashd pful togetting
to know more and have a better understanding
about the Greek Gods. It was fun to go with
friendsand learn.” Studentswill dearly havea
morememorabletimewhenlearning about their
topic in a fun and hands-on learning
environment.

After afew yearsof sudentsfeding
like they missed out on SO many opportunities
dueto Covid, itisnow moreimportant than ever
to dlow them to learn outside of the school
environment. Fiddtrips givethemthischance.
Classroom learning can only do so much.

A Player Better Than “The Great Bambino”?

By: AlonzoGiancarloMarte

Who is the best baseball player
in Major League Baseball (MLB)? Some
may answer Aaron Judge, Mike Trout,
M ookie Betts, Juan Soto, Fernado Tatis
JR, Manny Machado, Jacob DeGrom,
Corbin Burnes, or Justin Verlander. All
of the players | mentioned only either
hit and field or pitch. In my opinion, the
best player in MLB does both; in one
particular inning he could strike out
three out of the three batters he faces
and the next inning he could hit a ball
“to the moon”; for me, this man is
Shohei Ohtani, who in 2021 won the
MV P unanimously and put up ridiculous
numbers.

Some may be asking what makes
Shohei Ohtani so good. Well, the last
person we have seen do what Shohei
Ohtani is doing is Babe Ruth. Shohei
Ohtani can throw 99 mph and then hit a
ball 450 feet. Hewas bornin Oshu Iwate,
Japan and played in the Japanese base-
ball league before he came to the MLB.
In 2016, he had his best season in Ja-
pan by hitting 22 home runs, having 67
RBI’s, and a 1.004 OPS, which were his
career highsin Japan. He was ultimately
drafted to the Angels in 2018 and won
AL Rookie of the year with 22 home
runs, 61 RBI’'s, a.925 OPS and 4-2 with a
3.21 ERA. Ohtani thenwon MV Pin 2021
ashehit 46 HR’s, had 100 RBI’s, a.257
BA, and a.965 OPS. As apitcher he was
9-2 with a3.18 era, 156 strikeouts. Mean-

while, when Babe Ruth won MV P, he
hit 41 HR’s, had 130 RBI’s, a.393 BA,
and a 1.309 OPS. Babe Ruth’s numbers
may be better, but he was facing play-
ers who played part-time. The players
that Babe Ruth pitched against were not
even full-time baseball players who
practiced all of the time; they had nine
to five jobs that they went to before
they played. Baseball was not a focused
career for them. In addition, Babe
Ruth’s fastball also averaged 91 mph
while Shohei Ohtani’s average is 98
mph.

Nowadays, Major League Base-
ball is packed with talent on each team.
For the current baseball players, they
eat, sleep and breathe baseball. Thus,
they are playing the best they can. For
Shohei Ohtani to have the numbers that
he does in this scenario, that makes him
pretty great. He is definitely someone
who can give The Great Bambino a“run
for his money”.
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Prideln The Pride

By: Robin Spieler

Hofstra University’s athletics have
experienced tremendous success in the last few
years. The University, located in nearby
Hempstead, flies under the radar in terms of
publicity, whichisnot surprising giventhenumber
of professond sportsteamsinthe Tri-StateArea.
Neverthdess Hofdra sathl etic accomplishments
serve as a source of pride for our community.
Coincidentally, the Pride is the rebranded
nickname for the school replacing the historic
Fying Dutchmen which told of its Dutch roots.
Hofdtraisatesching and reseerch university with
over 10,000 undergraduate and graduate
Sudents; it includesthe Maurice A. Deane Law
School, Northwell Medicd Schodl , Frank G Zarb
Schoal of Business and renowned programs in
nursing, education, journalism, communications,
andfinearts. Hofsrahasreceived globd attention
thanks to hogting the 2008, 2012, and 2016
presidential debates. There are also notable
Hofgtragportsaluminduding NFL Rookieof the
Year Marquis Coulston. In addition,Wayne
Chrebet wasafan favoriteand sar player for the
New York Jetsafter walking onfromthepractice
squad asaHofgraplayer. Jay Wright, theformer
Hofstra basketball coach, left for Villanovaand
won the NCAA Men's College Basketball
championship. Also, Robert Danowski went on
to coach Duke's lacrosse team, which is
condgtently onethebest programsinthecountry.

In recent years, the school has
witnessed success across both team and
individual sports, including Men's Socce,
Women's Soceer, Men's Lacrosse, Men's and
Women'sBasketbal and Men'sBasebd . Hofdra
competes in the Colonid Athletic Association
(CAA) Conference with other schools such as
Northesstern, Drexd, Stony Brook, University of
Delaware, andWilliamand Mary. TheWomen's
Soccer Team sported the best conference record
towintitlesin2021and 2022. Infact, thewomen's
teamwon the conferencetitlefive out of the past

SiX seasons — most impressive! The team
advanced to the NCAA tournament, but logtin
the first round. The men's team had its best
Season in 2021 by winning the regular season
conferencetitleand conferencetournament. The
team advanced to the NCAA tournament and
racked up impressive victories over Lipscomb
and Penn State before losing in the round of 16
toUniversty of Fittsburgh. Thecoreof theteam
returned for 2022 and won the conference
tournament in order to participateinthe NCAA
tournament. Unfortunately, the team logt to the
higher-ranked University of SouthHorida In2021
and 2022, the team was ranked in the top-20
nationdly.

The Men’'s Basketball Team
had exceptional seasonsin 2020, 2021
and 2022. In 2020, Hofstrawon its con-
ference, but the NCAA tournament was
canceled as aresult of COVID-19. The
following season saw a new basketball
coach, Hofstralegend and former NBA
player, Speedy Claxton. His experience
and brash style drove the team to regu-
lar season conference titles again in
2021 and 2022. Unfortunately, the team
did not win its Conference Champion-
ship and did not reach the NCAA tour-
nament.

There are other success stories as
well. The baseball team won its first
conference championship last year and
participated in the college World Series.
The Women’s Volleyball Team has even
sent several players to play profes-
sional volleyball in Europe. Clearly, we
have the opportunity to see some in-
credibly talented athletes right herein
our own backyard (and usually for
free!). As a community, we should be
proud and supportive of the athletic

program at Hofstra University.
May 2023
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Addressing TheQuarterback Situation Yet Again
By: Michael Ye

The 2021-22 NFL season was
considered rock bottom for New York
football. Both the Giants and Jets found
themselves finishing last place in their
respective divisions with measly 4-13
records, causing both fan bases to ook
ahead to the draft before the playoffs even
began. After experiencing such alow quality
on-field product, expectations were kept in
check coming into this past season. It was
viewed more as another step in each team’s
rebuilding process and a chance to see the
growth and development of young players.
Both teamshowever, were ableto accomplish
alot morethan expected. The Jetswere able
to stay competitive throughout the season
andfinish 7-10, whilethe Giantswent 9-7-1
and ended up winning a playoff game
against the Minnesota Vikings. Such a
pleasant surprise hasleft fanswanting more.
With the direction of both teams trending
upwards, making acquisitions this off-
season wasthe clear next step. So what have
they done so far and will it be enough to
makethem legitimate playoff contendersnext
season?

Asencouraging asthis past season
was for the Giants, it's obvious that their
playoff caliber record wasafluke. They had
one of the easiest schedules in the league,
which allowed for six of their nine winsto
come against teamswith losing recordsand
two of them to come against playoff teams
that got eliminated in thefirst round. Beating
up on teams tanking for a higher draft pick
along while performing well against the
Vikings defense that had many holes are
tasksthat Daniel Joneswasableto complete,
which made him look like the long term
solution at quarterback. After having hisfifth-
year option declined before the season,
Jones was set to become a free agent. He
picked the perfect timeto have acareer year,
throwing for 3,205 yards, rushing for 708
yards, scoring 22 total TDs, and throwing
just five interceptions to create a passer
rating of 92.5. With this, the Giants
essentially had no choice, but to retain him
considering they didn’'t have a high first
round pick like the year before to replace
him. All of these circumstances resulted in
Jones receiving a four-year $160 million
contract extension, one that he most
definitely does not deserve. A contract like
this only proves how inflated the
guarterback market has become due to the
scarcity and desperation of teams that are
unable to find their answer at the position.
Any competent quarterback is now able to
demand between $30-40 million ayear once
he hits the open market. The Giants just so
happened to be the next victim of this,
resulting in Jones now being the seventh
highest paid quarterback on an average
annual value basis. The redlity isthat heis
nowhere near atop ten player at the position
and should have been franchise tagged.

There are two main arguments
against this hypothetical transaction, both
of which are vaid. The main reason fans
havefor justifying thisextension isbecause
it gives Jones a lower cap hit for this
upcoming season; the franchise tag for
quarterbacks is worth $32.4 million while
Jonesis set to have acap hit of $21 million.
Thisisafair point duetothe cap flexibility it
gives the team right now, but it completely
ignores the fact that Jones will now have a
cap hit of $45 million the following season
and $39.5 million the year after that with an
$18 million dead cap penalty if the Giants

choose to cut him. With the current state of
this team, it is by no means in “win now”
mode and is sacrificing yearstwo to four of
this contract for only next season. Placing
the franchise tag on Jones would prevent
overpaying him and forcehimto provemore
in order to be worth franchise quarterback
money. The second argument fans make is
that the franchisetag would instead be used
on running back Sagquon Barkley, who is
also coming off a stellar year where he
rushed for 1,312 yards, 10 TDs, and
averaged 4.4 yards per carry. Likethefirst
argument mentioned, this one also makes
sense. The running back position is such a
replaceable one to the point where teams
can either use a mid-round pick or sign
cheap veteransto get thejob done. Barkley
also has an injury history and is now 26
years old, which is considered “old” for a
running back due to the physicality they
endure every time they touch the ball. The
difference between these two players
however, is that Barkley is a proven elite
player that is clearly one of the best at his
position, while Jones is just average. If
anything, Barkley deserves a contract
extension more than Jones does. Moreover,
Barkley has already refused to sign his
franchise tag and wants to get paid along-
term extension. Thismismanagement by the
Giants' front office not only keeps them
fighting for third place in the NFC East
Division, but also compromisestheir future.

The team’s best move this off-
season however, was trading a third round
pick to the Las Vegas Raiders in exchange
for DarrenWaller. Thiswasagreat tradefor
the Giants, as Waller is an €lite tight end
who is one of few left at the position that
can consistently produce in the receiving
department. While he hasdealt with injuries
over the past two years, it shouldn’t
overshadow his consecutive 1,100 yard
seasons the two years prior. Waller is a
matchup nightmare who has the versatility
to line up in the dlot, which makes sense
considering that he was drafted as a wide
receiver before converting totight end. With
how weak the Giants' receiving optionsare,
he immediately becomes Daniel Jones
number one target and should bounce back
to being an annual 1,000 yard producer.
Additionally, the Giants were also able to
strengthen their linebacking core by signing
Bobby Okereke to a four-year $40 million
contract. He is coming off of a solid year
with the Indianapolis Colts, where he missed
just 6.8% of his tackles and allowed a
compl etion percentageof 70.7% and apasser
rating of 91.3to earn aPFF Grade of 73.3. With
how littleacquigtionsthe Giantshavemadeover
the past few months, Okereke will bethe most
impactful one and improve the weskest part of
the defense.

Moving over to the Jets, they aso
had an off-season full of dramaat thequarterback
position. With the entire fanbase turning on
former second overd | pick Zach Wilson, the
team was clearly willing to cut its losses
and ‘swing for the fences . The dream was
set on day one: go trade for a disgruntled
Aaron Rodgersand turn the team into Super
Bowl contenders. After years of tension
between him and the Green Bay Packers
organization, they finally agreed to part
waysafter over adecade of successtogether.
On paper, Rodgersis coming off one of the
worst years of his career. He threw for just
3695 yards and had a touchdown to
interception ratio of 26 to 12, amounting to a

Basketball Showdown!
By: FergusO’Nelll

OnApril 4,2023, my classmatesand
| from North Shore High School’s Daily
Living Skillsclass, played basketbal | against
the Locust Valley High School’s Life Skills
class. It was an amazing event, and | am so
happy that | got to be a part of it!

Sincelast year, my classmatesand
| have been friends with the Locust Valley
students. We have done many activities
together including tie-dying t-shirts, making
fall wreaths, playing soccer, and most
recently our participating in the “March
Madness’ basketball game! | love it when
we spend time together. Of course, the best
part is that we always get to eat adelicious
lunch together and just hang out! We are all
thankful to our teachers, Mrs. Masone, Mr.
Kozlowski, Mrs. Cavallini, Mrs. Roth, Mrs.
Demmler, Mrs. Suraci, Mrs. Barwick, and Ms.
DiVincenzo, for hel ping to makethese events
possible.

This basketball game was my
favoriteevent of al! Other studentscameto
cheer us on and some of our parents, too!
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passer reting of 91.1 Whileit may seem likethe
cause of such regression is due to his age, it's
obviousthat hedidn’t haveany helparound him.
Theteamlogt DavanteAdams, whowasarguably
the best receiver in the league in the prior off-
season and was left with abunch of rookiesand
replacement level players as receiving options.
No quarterback can succeed under those
conditions anditwasthe'last straw’ for Rodgers.
After monthsof speculation and waiting, the Jets
and Packersfindly agreed to the big trade afew
days before the draft. It involved the two teams
swapping firg round picks, dong with the Jets
giving their second-round pick this year and a
conditional second-round pick next year thet will
most likely turn into a late first-round pick.
Conddering how littleleverage Green Bay hadin
this Stuation, they got a pretty solid return for a
39%-year old player. The Jetshowever, cameaway
withwhoisnow their best quarterback infranchise
history. Even though thisisonly one move, itis
completely fair toexpect the Jetsto competewith
the Buffalo Billsfor the AFC East Divisonftitle
next season.

All of thisdramahas completely over-
shedowed thefact thet the Jetshave donelittleto
nothing when it comesto improving other parts
of theteam. Theteam’s biggest free agent Sgn-
ing was bringing inAllen Lazard on afour-year
$44 million contract. It's obviousthat thismove
wasonly doneto convince Rodgersto comeplay
for the Jets, as Lazard was his number one re-
ceiver last year. While the two have built
up chemistry together, the issue is that
this was a compl ete overpay for someone
who only provides valuein the run block-
ing department. He clearly struggles
against physical defensive backs and
doesnot separate well. In general, thiswas
just a horrible signing and shows the
team’s desperation.
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Also, it was so exciting because even North
ShoreHigh School’sPrincipal Mr. Contreras,
Assistant Principal Dr. Kurrus, Assistant
Principal Ms. Imperial, Director of Special
Education Mr. Marino, and Assistant
Director of Special Education Mr. Kistinger
came to support us! Our fabulous Physical
Education teacher, Mr. Kozlowski, played
awesome music to pump us up and kept
score for us on the big scoreboard. Some of
our peers also helped during the game - a
special thank you to Meredith Papiro, grade
11, AlexandraBasile, grade 10, and Gabriella
Basile, grade 12, for being our referees.

The game was very intense! It
ended in atie score: 28-28. After the game,
we were tired and got to relax in the court-
yard. It was a beautiful day outside and we
planted seeds together in little pots at the
courtyard tables. Mr. Levin, North Shore
School District’sFood Service Director, also
made us delicious chicken tenders and fries
for lunch! I know my classmatesand | would
love to do this again.

Best of Luck To
TheViking
View's
Graduating
Senior Editors:

Jessica Lillis,
Michad Ye
and

Liliana Sedlla

Thank you for your
dedication to making
The Viking View the

wonderful publication it has
been for the past four years.
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