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North Shore'sSenior Play Tradition

By: SophiaMar chiali

This year’s annual Senior Play
took place on January 26th and 27th at the
Glenwood Landing Elementary School’s
theater. Roughly 35 seniors acted in the
production which was student-written and
directed by Charlotte Marchioli, Shea
McDonnel, Henry Spina, and Joseph
Winter. Every year, the North Shore
community shows up for some laughs, as
the play is usually a parody-like
reproduction of some of the Seniors' most
memorable momentsfrom their timeinthe
school district. Thetitle of thisyear’s play
was, Challenge Day: The Memories They
Carried, as the writers selected Challenge
Day, a program which was tested on the
current seniors’ during their seventh-grade
year. The program was intended to bring
classmates together through creating an
understanding of one another’s personal
struggles; thus, it placed the kidsinto small,
randomized “therapy groups’, asthewriters
put it, in which students shared some of
their “traumas and secrets’. When shewas
asked a few questions concerning the
process of putting the production together,
writer Charlotte Marchioli, spoke on behalf
of her writing team.

Q: How did you each get involved in the
writing of the play?

A: Although it ended up being a great
experience, at the beginning, none of ushad
the desire to be [involved in the play].
Between playing leads in our Spring
Musicdl, fulfilling duties[within other clubs]
and applying to... colleges, all during the
busiest time of the academic year, we
thought it best to not take on another thing.
[However], wewere [eventually] asked [by
our theater teacher, Mr. Brateman] to step
up and take it on, so we did what had to be
done.

Q: Explainthe process of writing, directing,
and organizing the Senior Play.

A: Dueto our work in our theater elective
last year in which we created and ran a
theater company, we all had the experience
to handle the task with expertise. The
elective ‘Masquerade’ is taught by North
Shore’s theater teacher and director, Mr.
Brateman... As soon as we agreed to take
on the Senior Play, we[took the duties] that
we knew fit us best. | handled all
organization and logistics. We know that
Shea and Jojo have a knack for directing,
and so they ran most of the blocking
rehearsals. Henry did most of the production
design. We already knew how to work asa
team, and that made everything just a lot
easer.

Q: How did you select specific vignettes of
North Shore life to feature out of all the
experiences you have had at North Shore?
A: We knew we wanted Challenge Day for

our concept right off the bat. It checked all
the boxesasit was uniqueto our grade, had
innate humor, and created away to makethe
play a cohesive story while still consisting
of skits. What was more challenging though
was picking the best memories our grade
had. We had sessions at Southdown Coffee
in Glen Cove that lasted for hours just
brainstorming. [Eventually], we decided that
we'd use movie tropes to tell our stories,
and that helped us a lot. We sat down and
said, ' Okay let’shave ahorror one, awestern
one, a mad scientist one’ and then those
piecesfell into place. For example, Dr. Kurrus
taking phones was our Western, and a
classmate setting off the fire alarm with
Gatorade powder was our mad scientist.

Q: What were some challenges you faced
throughout the whole production process?
A: For one, it wasextremely difficult to cast
over 40 people and then go on to schedule
rehearsals for those actors around their
sportsand work schedules. When rehearsals
got closer to the show, and wewere actually
rehearsing at the Glenwood L anding Theater,
it became easier for everyone to come
together with aunified goal; plus, the group
became morereceptive.

Q: Do you feel that this experience has
bonded your classmates together more?
A: For sure. Those last rehearsals at
Glenwood were a lot of fun. It's rare that
we'reall in one place and working together
like that so it was nice to have that time
together as we now begin to think about
saying our goodbyes.

Q: What was it like getting non-thespians
to actintheplay?How did you help to make
them comfortable on stage?

A: That aspect was a huge challenge.
Directing non-thespians is something we
had no experience with. We understood
what they were feeling asthey were scared
to look foolish in front of their classmates.
But that madeit hard to create afunny show.
In some of these moments, our director and
theplay’sadvisor, Mr. Brateman, stepped in
to do what he doesbest: bring out the goofy
in people... [which] was kind of mind-
blowing. He had thisinnate ability to make
the actors, football players included, feel
comfortable and supported enough to act
in... hilariousways.

Obviously the production process
required countless hours of dedication, in
which theteam of writersworked closely to
make the experience enjoyable for the
viewers and the actors. Thus, several of the
writerswere asked afinal question.

Q: What were the highlights of the
experience and/or the best moments from
the show?

A: Seeing our jokes and dialogue come to
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The District-Wide Lunar New Year Celebration

By: KaitlinHo

The District-wide Lunar New Year
event, hosted by the Asian Student
Alliance (ASA) at North Shore Middle
School on February 27th, wasaspectacular
success. The Asian Student Alliance is a
new and upcoming club at North Shore
High School (NSHS) anditsaims include:
1) bringing together, representing and
celebrating al Asian people and cultures
at NSHS 2) educating members, the school
community and the broader community
about Asian language, culture and history;
and 3) fostering respect and appreciation
for al Asian heritages and culturesthrough
a variety of fun and exciting events
(including volunteerism) throughout the
year. The ASA’s club advisor, Asha
Pollydore, who isaso aMandarin teacher
at North Shore Middle School, said that,
ever since the founder of the ASA, Kaitlin
Ho, approached her last year to start the
much-needed club at North Shore, as an
individual who grew up in Asiaand is not
Asian, she hasfelt likethe ASA is aspace
that is comfortable and one where she
belongs.

With over 300 people in
attendance at the event, it wasawonderful
combination of traditional performances
from all academic levelsof the North Shore
District; there were educational posters
encompassing several Asian countries,
delicious Asian cuisine, and hands-on
stationsthat focused on calligraphy, paper

N

lantern making, paper cutting, model magic
dumpling craft making, and more; thisallowed
kidsand parentsaliketo enjoy and experience
Lunar New Year traditions, together with
friends and family. Many parents donated
dumplings and cookies in celebration of the
event which brought the community together
in a beautiful way for anight filled with fun,
joy, and the experiences of learning about
cultures apart fromitsown. Thiswill continue
to be an annual event. According to Mr. Eric
Contreras, North Shore High School’s
principal, “1 wasoverjoyed; it wasaspectacular
showing of our community’s enthusiasm in
celebrating many things: student initiatives,
teacher initiatives, and cultural diversity. It was
an event that bridged our grades K-12; it had
teachersfromal our gradesand it had students
from all our grades. Both | and a number of
parents, who gave positive exuberant feedback,
said that this was the most-well attended event
we have seenin our community. | commend the
student leaders who helped create this event
including KaitlinHo, NoraSolomon, and Sahana
Gibbons.”

The Asian Student Alliance hopes to
have alarger venue next year. Its memberswil|
a so fundraiseto makethe next cel ebration even
more wonderful. Ultimately, the ASA wantsto
thank the High School’sMandarin Club, Culture
Club, SGO, parents, administration, and teachers
who helped make this event a success. What
an inspiring way to kick off the Year of the
Dragon!

FromL to R Are The Asian Sudent Alliance Board Members and Advisor: Kaitlin Ho (President/
Founder), Asha Pollydore (Advisor), Nora Solomon (Co-Vice-President), and Sahana Gibbons
(Co-Vice President)
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Concert Ticket PricesOn TheRise:
Have DocumentariesBecomeThe M ost Affordable

Option To ExperiencelLiveMusic

By: VeronicaFrank

Live music has had a
resurgence since the COVID-19
pandemic, with mainstream artists such
as Taylor Swift and Beyonce breaking
tour records left and right. These music
industry icons have taken the world by
storm, with Beyonce performing 56
shows and Taylor Swift scheduled to
perform 151 shows across five
continents. These concert experiences,
lasting over two hours per show, have
been recognized as “once-in-a-lifetime
experiences’. Yet, for many, they are
opportunities that cannot be afforded.
With Taylor Swift tickets reaching a
high price of $11,000 sold on StubHub,
“buying a ticket is now often
frustrating and an anxiety-inducing
competition” (Sisario). Mainstream pop
concerts are becoming increasingly
inaccessible to the public, who cannot
spend thousands of dollars on one
night; therefore, artists have leaned into
a new form of media to make their
“concert experience” accessible:
documentaries.

Concert documentaries have
been used since the 1970s, when the
Warner Bros documentary Woodstock
was released; it was about the 1969
Woodstock Music and Art Fair which
attracted more than 400,000 attendees
(Palmer). This film appealed to
attendees and non-attendees alike, as
“concert documentaries only are a
fraction of live-music tour costs”
(Palmer). The Eras Tour by Taylor Swift
and Renaissance by Beyonce are
concert documentaries that function
similarly to bring profit to the artist and
experience to the consumer.

As seen through the
Woodstock documentary, using film to
make the concert experience more
accessible and profitable to the public
has been highly effective. The Eras
Tour Movie grossed $92.8 million in the
first week of its opening, filling around
11.5 million seats and selling for about
$20 per adult ticket (Braverman). While
a ticket for The Eras Tour Movie is
almost ten dollars more than the
national average for movie tickets
($11.25), the priceis only afraction of
the concert itself.

It has been hard to beat the
overwhelming excitement of Swift's
three-hour setlist, the exchange of
friendship bracelets, and the intense
solidarity of Taylor Swift fans. Yet,
“Swifties” have somehow brought a
taste of that experience to their local
movie theatres. The movie contains all
the songs performed at the concert, and
comes in at athree hour run-time. But
critics have said that the documentary
is missing “the community and in-
person magic that cannot be recreated”
(Qureshi).

This spring and summer, Swift
and fellow mainstream artists like Noah
Kahan, Nicki Mingj, OliviaRodrigo, and
Adele are scheduled to start their tours,
and it is apparent that pop isnt the only
genre in which concert ticket prices
have skyrocketed. For example, Noah

Kahan, arelatively new indie-folk artist
with the hit single “ Stick Season,” sells
tickets for a minimum of $197 and an
average price of almost $500 (Seat
Geek).

There may however, be a
justifiable reason for the increase in
ticket prices. Each gig can take a couple
of daysto a couple of weeks to set up,
and for “afestival, you are building a
small town” (Lewis). Dave Lewis, a
manager and director of DJL eventsfor
over 35 years, explains that “that’s
before you even get to the
performances, you have maybe a couple
of hundred dollars’ worth of setting up
light sound, TV, stage, etc.”. In
addition, there arerising fuel costs for
transportation of equipment and the
soaring price of electricity for lights. It
seems the cause of these high prices
are the costs of external needs rather
than the profit of “greedy artists.” Still,
thereisasignificant disparity between
artists like Taylor Swift, who reached
billionaire status in October 2023 after
the North American leg of The Eras
Tour, and more minor acts. So, while
industry giants benefit from ticket
sales, smaller indie artists may be
struggling to make a profit from their
events because of the large costs for
the artist to make these live events
occur ( Meissner).

Although the reasons for the
ticket price increases are valid,
consumers must also consider the cost
of their necessities such as groceries,
rent, and gas. Therefore, concert tickets
have become an expense that is not a
financial priority for most Americans.
As “higher prices may simply be here
to stay” (Sisario), concerts have now
become another indication of the
intense wealth gap that has inhabited
the United States. So, although concert
documentaries will never replace the
magic and excitement of live music,
they may become a reasonable
alternative to being in-person.

Sour ces:
Braverman, Beth. “ This Is How

Much It Costs to See Taylor Swift on the
Eras Tour US News
money.usnews.com/money/personal-
finance/spending/articles/this-is-how-
much-it-costs-to-see-taylor-swift-on-the-
eras-tour. Accessed 3 Mar. 2024.

Meissner, Greta. “How Concert

Films Are Changing Modern Concert
Going.” The Southerner,
www.shsouther ner.net/a-e/2024/02/02/how-
concert-films-are-changing-modern-
concert-going/. Accessed 12 Feb. 2024.

Qureshi, Bilal. “ Now in Theaters:
A Three-Hour Testament to Taylor Swift's
Titan Era.” NPR, NPR, 13 Oct. 2023,
www.npr.org/2023/10/13/1205690822/
taylor-swift-eras-tour-movie.

Sisario, Ben. “ Live Music |s Roaring Back.
but Fans Are Reeling from Sticker Shock.”
The New York Times, The New York Times,
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Oh, The Memories That
Were Made

(Continued From Front Page)

lifewill never notbecool.
- CharlotteMarchiali
A: When the seniors sarted to fed comfortable
taking artidtic liberties, it redlly came together.
Seeing that from the wings backstage was
something specidl.
- Henry Spina
A: My favoritemoment had to be L uke Potapov’s
Gatorade powder scene; when he put on the
accent, Jpilledtheactud Kool Aid powder &l over
the stage, and [came] back on [stage] with that
dance, that had to be the epitome of the show’s
outlandishness.
- SheaMcDonnd

TheSenior Flay isaniconicNorthShore
tradition that unifies the Senior Class during its
last few months at North Shore, by bringing
together dl different kinds of studentsin a
collective effort. Rehearsals are timed
during an exciting transitional period for
these seniors, in which they are receiving
college decisions, and studying for their
last North Shore midterms; they must ook
to their unknown futureswhilst also trying
to keep their heads in the familiar
cinderblock walls of the High School. This
show was only thefirst of many upcoming
eventsfor the Senior Class such as Sports
Night, the Senior Fashion Show, College
Decision Day, Senior Prom, the Moving
Up Day Ceremony, and Graduation; the
school year isquickly progressing and the
Senior Class is getting ready to wave
goodbye. But, not before so many
memories are made.

The Witers Of This Year's Senior Play:
Challenge Day: The Memories They Carried.

N. S. H.S.’s Science Research
Program OnceAgain Shines

On Tuesday March 5th, 2024 &t the
regiond Long ldand Science Engineering Fair
held a Crest Hollow Country Club,whichleads
to the International Science Engineering Fair
(ISEF), North ShoreHigh School’ sEli Wesdey-
Joneswon third placein Behavioral and Socia
Sciences for his research in improving the
understanding of conditional probability in
medical screening tests.

In the category Animal Sciences,
North Shore High School’s Kaitlin Ho was
awarded first place and named an
International Science Engineering Fair
(ISEF) finalist; she will compete in Los
Angeles in May for her research in which
sherescued theAlzheimer’smode of fruit flies
with  theobroma cacao (cocoa)
supplementation.

Both Wesel ey-Jones and Ho are
currently members of the Class of 2025.
Dr. Molly Mordechal istheir research teacher.
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APVs. IB: What AreThe Differences?

By: LuciaCagno

Educationd programsthet offer high
school students the opportunity to earn college
credits have long been vaued. In 1952, “The
Advanced Placement Program” was piloted in
order to teach college-level courses in high
schools(collegeboard); ultimetely, anew system
of advanced courses began. Then, in 1968, the
“International Baccalaureate’ program was
created so that high school students could
receive higher-level education world-wide
(ibo.org). Now, each of these programs can be
found a North Shore High School. But what
really are the differences between these
programs?Andwhichcoursesareactudly worth
taking?

For sarters, Advanced Placement, or
AP, garted asastudy by an organization caled
the CollegeBoardin order to observetheeffects
of learning at an advanced pace; it focused on
11 academic areas such as Literature, French,
Spanish, Biology and Mathematics
(collegeboard). Classesthat aretypicaly taught
during one sfirgt year of collegewereintroduced
to high school students in an atempt to later
savethe sudents both time and money. During
the initid pilot sudy in 1952, AP credit was
accepted by 12 different universtiesand colleges
These ingtitutions, which included Brown,
Oberlinand M.I.T, made up the Committee on
Admission with Advanced Standing
(collegeboard). Thepilot sudy crested ancfficid
scorerangefor theAPfina exam of 1-5tohdp
managecollegecredit (collegeboard). Eventudly,
alargenumber of educationd indtitutionsoffered
college credit for APscores over a3. Thus, the
AP program soon spread across more than
22,800 high schools by 2021 (usnews.com).
CollegeBoard datesthat nearly al collegeswill
offer credit for popular AP dlasses depending
on the fina score exam (collegeboard). Today,
North Shore High School offersapproximately
ten AP courses; each one hasits own rigorous
chdlenges.

Now, International Baccaaureste,
whichisotherwiseknown as|B, isaEuropean-
based educationa program that was created to
take an “international approach to education
whichwould equip young peoplewiththeskills,
vaues and knowledge’ (ibo.org). Mrs. Joanne
Fawcett, aguidance counsdor a NSHS, stated
that IB aimstotakeagloba goproachto subject
matters, valuing broader and more holistic
gpproaches. Sincetheintroduction of 1B inthe
1960's, the program has spread to over 4,775
highschodlsasof 2017 (ibo.org). Thel B program
darted a North Shore in 2015, and has snce
takenoff, asabout 15 dassesarecurrently offered
at the school. | was able to interview Dr. Dan
Doherty, the Director of Counsdling & North
ShoreHigh Schoal. Heexplained that I B typically
offers one-year “ Standard Level” courses or
two-year “Higher Level courses’, which cover
avaiety of subjectslikeWorld Languages, math,
andsciences Thefind 1B examisout of 7 points,
with some colleges accepting credit for scores
above5 and othersaccepting scoresonly above
6

So what are some additional
differences between AP and IB? A mgjor
difference between these programs is the
assessments. The AP exam is graded on a 5
point scae, whilethe |B examisgradedona7-
point scae. The AP exam usudly conssts of
both open response questions and multiple-
choicequestions, whilethe B exam consists of
open response questions, data response
questions, and essays. Due to the amount of
independent thinking and writing in the IB
program, somethink thatitismuchmoreanaytica
than the AP program. Mr. Tim Shea, another

counsdlor a NSHS, however, believesthat AP
a0 has a heavy focus on andyticd thinking
withinitsmultiplechoicequestions makingAP
equally aschalenging. Mr. Andrew Crass, who
teaches both AP World Higtory and 1B Wars
Across Twentieth Century History (WATCH),
dates that AP classes seem to have a dricter
curriculum, covering a wide variety of
informetion. Mr. Cross has been teaching AP
World History to tenth graders for
goproximatdy 22 years, and he says that AP
provides him with a very structured timeline
and curriculum, making teaching it a unique
experience. Additiondly, eech of theseprograms
provides an optiond find project. Some high
schools with an AP curriculum offer the AP
CapgoneDiploma Accordingto Mrs. Fawcett,
sudents need to take two required AP classes,
cdledAPSeminar and APResearch, dongwith
any other four AP classesto earn thisdiploma.
Highschoolswithan B programtypicaly offer
somethingsimilar, caledthel B Diploma Mrs.
Fawcett described how thel B diplomarequires
gudentsto complete CAS (Crestivity, Action,
and Service) requirements by taking specific
courses such as* Theory of Knowledge,” and
thosein six different disciplines. Studentswho
amtoearnan B diplomamust dso complete
an Extended Essay, whichisa4,000wordwritten
piece on a chosen topic, outdde of class. Mr.
Shea said that some colleges, such as
Binghamton University, may offer additiond
college credits for the completion of the 1B
Diploma

Another difference between theAP
and IB programsisthat AP dasses are offered
to 10th, 11th, and 12th gradersat NSHS, while
IB classes are only offered to 11th and 12th
graders Thisisbecause| B hasaminimumage
requirement of 16 yearsoldthat must bemet for
Sudentsto be ableto take an IB exam; thereis
aconcern about apossible lack of maturity in
younger students. Thus, while many high
school sudentstypicaly takeamix of bothAP
and 1B dlasses, they areabletobegintaking AP
earlier. Mostimportantly though, collegesseem
to have no preference over the AP versus IB
program. According to Dr. Doherty, last year
theDidtrict performed areview of theAPand IB
programs and asked colleges if they favor a
specificprogram. Therewasan overwheming
response that they have little preference, as
takingany coursewithineither programdisplays
advanced academicthinking and maturity. The
college level courses from each program are
difficult and demanding. They areunlikemany
other typica courses offered at high schools,
and ultimately present anumber of benefits.

Going forward, NSHS plans to
continue to offer both AP and IB courses.
Inthe 2024-2025 schooal year, there may be
fun, new college-level courses offered to
students, like AP European History. Ac-
cording to Mr. Cross, who would beteach-
ing this class, AP European History was
previously offered a number of years ago,
but was stopped after some time. AP
classes may stop being offered for a vari-
ety of reasons, like alack of student inter-
est. Thereisnow a possibility though that
AP European History will return depend-
ing on the amount of students planning on
taking the course. Mr. Shea explained that
there has been an ongoing conversation
of whether or not to fully commit to one
program, but as of now, both will remain.
North Shore continuously placesthe needs
of the students first, and will continue to
do so when it comes to its course selec-
tion.

A Paper Tiger

By: RaymondLin

Following the ascension of Deng
Xiaoping, who was a paramount leader of the
People's Republic of China, in the 1970s, China
opened uptotheworld economically and paliticaly,
bresking with its previoudy communist policies.
As aresult, China rapidly began growing and
modernizing, becoming extremdy economically and
geopaliticaly prominent. Tomatchitsgrowingrole
on the world stage, China has been modernizing
and expanding its military to project power in the
AsaPacific region, with the People's Liberation
Army’sbudget growing tenfoldin constant dollars
from$21 billionto$239hillionfrom 1990t0 2018.
Furthermore, thebudget doubled between 2008 and
2018incongant dollarsd one(Maizland). Theusage
of congant dollarsis important because it adjusts
for inflation, showcasing the true extent to which
Chinahas gone above and beyond to transformiits
military. Using this increased budget, China has
managed torapidly deve opitsarmy, navy, air force,
androcket force. Thedrategicaly vitd rocket force
has been of specia importance to China and has
grown extensvely in recent years. Chinaseesit as
imperativetoregiond power projectionand drategic
deterrence, especidly regarding Taiwan and the
South ChinaSea(Mihd). Withthismassvegrowth
inmilitary pending and expansion, Chinahasbeen
able to project its Satus as a globa superpower
militerily aswell aseconomicdly.

However, this expanson has not gone
amoothly. In December 2023, China ougted nine
senior military officiasfromthenationd legidature
and stripped three military—industrial complex
executives of their roles as government advisers.
Someof theofficid sougtedincludeformer generds
of China srocket force, anadmird of thepoliticaly
important South ChinaSeq, aformer air forcechief,
among others (Gan). While China has remained
opague about the reason, andydts believeiit to be
the result of corruption, a problem that’s
unsurprisinggiven how quickly theChinesemilitary
hasgrown recently and how poorly Chinesemilitary
offiddsarepad.Additiondly, severd of theofficids

ousted were involved with equipment
procurement, strengthening the view that
corruption was the driving force behind these
removas Thisview isfurthered by thefact that
Chinasoffidd military newspaper pledgeda” war
on graft”, which suggeststhat Chinaisnot done
withitscorruption crackdowns(Bloomberg).
At firgt, this seemingly prominent
corruption and purge of military and industry
leedersappearstobeasign of China'sweekness.
After dl, if one heard the same thing about the
U.S. military, it would be an embarrassing
demondtration of infirmity. However, Chinaisnot
theU.S. and bdievingthesamethingfor Chind's
military would be unwise. While these recent
purges raise some genuine questions about
Chinasmilitary expansion, epecidly for Chind's
vitd rocket force, Chind smilitary should not be
seen as some kind of paper tiger. James Char, a
research fellow a the Nanyang Technologica
Univergty, believes that “the PLA's overall
combat capabilities have unlikely been
compromisadtoany greet extent”. Rather, China
may be"[taking] noteof the poor performanceof
some Russian weapons systems—due to
systemic corruption—in the ongoing war in
Ukraing’ (Wong). Believing Chinato bewegk is
amigake. Itsbattlewith corruptionisasgnthat,
whileChindsmilitary iscurrently facing problems
that render it temporarily wesker and unable to
fulfill itsmodernizetion, itisectively tryingtoroot
out its defense and corruption issues to
grengthen its military, pathing the way for it to
reachitsgoa of becomingamodernized military
by 2049. In the face of this, the U.S. should not
remain complacent or ambivalent about thevery
genuine security threst posed by China in the
coming years. We must maintain our vigilance
and investments in the defense of our country
and our allies because if we do not, and
China continues to modernize and expand,
we may find out that we arein fact the real

paper tiger.

An Affair To Remember

By: Ava Connelly and L ucas Schimsky

Astheflash goesoff, everyonesamiling
and looking forward to making memories a the
junior prom, which bringstheentiregradetogether
to cdebrate the ending of asuccessful year inhigh
school. This forma event has been taking place
since North Shore High School first opened.
However, it usedto bequitedifferentintermsof the
location and theme. The school used to hold the
prominthemain courtyard under atent and atheme
was chosen.When a theme was decided, the tent
was decorated based on whatever it was.
Adminigtration, during those years, felt that the
school made the event more accessible and essier
for the kids who attended. But after many years
passed by, the students wanted some different
scenery other than the school. Thus, since 2021,
the Crescent Beach Clubin Bayvillehashosted the
event. Since this venue is right on the water, the
event is now viewed as more of a “beech bagh”
thanaformd promliketheseniorsexperience. The
Class of 2022 seemed to enjoy itstime at this new
location so the Junior Prom has been there since
then. Another changethat camewiththenew venue
isthetimeof theparty. The Junior Prom now garts
a 12:00pmand endsat 4pm, whileit usedtostart at
7:00pmandendat 11pm.

In order to find out more about just how
some students fed about the changes, we asked
them three questions. The mgjarity of students
shared that holding the promlater intheday would
be more enjoyable. For example, Junior Caroline
L edden shared that the prom should bealittlelater
intheday sothereisenoughtimeto get ready. After

al, many junior girls need to get their hair and
makeup done before attending the event. Also,
typicaly before the prom, the sudents have a
pre- prom gathering a someone's house where
they take pictures, have some appetizers and
exchange corsages and boutonnieres. Since the
Junior Promisnow soearly intheafternoon, itis
difficult for the juniors to attend a pre-prom.
Another Junior student, Marco Giannola,
mentioned thet the prom should be later in the
day s0 he and other students can get more deep.
Everyone needs to be well-rested before along
day. No onelikesto be rushed, especialy when
pictures are going to be taken. Students need
timeto preparetolook and fed their best.

After sharing these thoughts about the
time of the prom with Ms. Hdloran, the Junior
ClassAdvisor, welearned that holding anevening
promisfar moreexpensve Also, aSaturday night
isusudly booked so holding thisevent earlier in
theday isjust eesier. Wethen raised thequestion
of whether or nottheearlier timehasanythingto
dowithwhat peoplethink someJuniorsmight do
after the prom ends. The answer was no.

It might now be too far into the year
for any changesto bemadefor thisyear’sJunior
class prom, but there is dways next year. For
example, Junior class students could hold more
fundraisersto help assuagethe cost of anevening
prom. Nometter what though, thecurrrent Juniors
areexcited by theideathat ther first high school
prom israpidly gpproaching. And, it will be an

afternoontoremember.
Mar ch 2024
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Hofstra University Vs. Nassau County:
The Casino Scandal

By: KalistaLin

Inarecent turn of events, the feud
between Nassau County and Hofstra
University, which erupted in late January of
thisyear, seemsto be escal ating beyond justr
legal tension in the courtroom. County
Executive Bruce Blakeman has made
headlines by serving a subpoenato Hofstra
University President Susan Poser, alleging
collusionwith arival casino group to thwart
redevelopment plans of the Nassau
Coliseum. Blakeman suspects that Poser
worked with another casino group to stop
LasVegas Sandsfrom renovating the arena.

A few weeks ago, Blakeman
unveiled what he claims to be an
incriminating email sent by Michael
McKeon, whom he identified as a lobbyist
for Hard Rock Cafe Inc., whichisbased in
Florida. The email was allegedly addressed
to a senior vice president at Hard Rock as
well asanother individual who isassociated
with an asset management firm. Containing
alink to a news article discussing the Las
Vegas Sands' efforts to control the site, the
email entailed McKeon indicating his
intention to consult with Hofstra regarding
potential opposition to thismove. Blakeman
interprets this correspondence as evidence
of acollaboration between Hofstraand Hard
Rock aimed at obstructing the plans of the
Las Vegas Sands and the County. It is
suggested that Hofstra may be seeking to
promote an alternative casino project as part
of an eight billion dollar venture by Hard
Rock and New York Mets' owner Steve
Cohen near Citi Field in Queens.

The contention arises from the
limited opportunities for establishing
casinos authorized by the state, with many
speculating that acasino in Uniondale could
thwart similar effortsin Queens. Blakeman
voiced his concerns, stating, “I believe this
is evidence of improper behavior, and | am
very troubled by this. If they [opponents of
the Nassau County casino] areagainst al of
the thingsthey claim to be against—and all
of the concerns they had—they certainly
weren’t concerned about students in
Queens’. Thisrecent development also adds
tothelegd battlesthat are already underway.

In November of 2023, a New York State
Supreme Court Judge ruled in favor of
Hostra's lawsuit against the County citing
violations of the Open Meetings Law,
allowing the public the right to attend and
listen to meetings of public bodies, and the
State Environmental Quality Review Act,
which requires all local regional, and state
government agencies to equally examine
environmental impacts. Despite the
County’s appeals, afailure to overturn the
ruling could necessitate a repetition of the
planning process involving the County
commission and legislature.

In the midst of these legal com-
plexities, the proposed four billion dollar re-
development project by the Las Vegas
Sands, at the core, promises significant eco-
nomic benefits, including the creation of
jobs and amazing levels of support from
variouslocal ingtitutions and organizations.
However, Hofstra s President Poser and oth-
ers have concerns about potential negative
impacts on the community if the casino is
built in Uniondale; these range from in-
creased levelsof crimeto traffic congestion
and environmental degradation. The battle
between the economic potential and
community’swell-beingisclearly only get-
ting started in regards to this particular
project.
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Upcoming Events @
N.S.H.S..

April 3rd: Dance Symposium 6:30pm
April 6th: Senior Fashion Show 6:30pm
April 10th: HS Jazz Concert 6:30pm

April 17th: HS Choral Concert 6:30pm
May 1st: HS Spring Concert 6:30pm
May 3rd: HS Masquers Cabaret Performance 6:30pm
May 10th: HS Spring Concert |1 6:30pm
May 18th: HS Junior Prom
May 27th: Local Memorial Day Parade
May 29th: HS Acoustic Cafe 6:15pm
June 18th: HS Senior Prom

The Boycotting Of Big Businesses

By: Elsalanneand MaeCuriale

As the orders pile up, workers are
scrambling behindthecounter; fedingsof anxiety
andfrudtraionfill thear ascusomerscomplain
about thewait. Outside, isan even bigger crowd
holding signs that read “Free Paesting’ as
protesters bang on the windows and shame
customersfor walkingintothestore. Theserecent
tense scenes can be traced back to the stance
that Starbucks, the popular coffee company,
publicly took onlinein regardsto the conflictsin
theMiddleEast. Clearly, socid mediahasbecome
adangerous threet to companies as any dightly
opinionated statement they make can set off a
battle; with the click of abutton, companiescan
fdl thanks to the wrath of the public eye. The
most recent issuein the Gaza Strip hasled to an
extreme divide between the supporters of |srael
and the supporters of Paegtine. And, as certain
businessesvoicetheir opinions, ther relaionship
with consumersisoften damaged.

OnOctober 7th, 2023, Hames aterrorist
group within Pdesting, launched an attack on
Israel which quickly sparked afull-fledged war.
Duringtheinitid attack, about 1,200 peoplewere
killed and 240 people were taken hostage. In
response, Isragl’s counterattack led to the death
of over 13,000 civiliansin Gaza (Saafan and Al-
Khdidi). Thisthen caused the development of a
humanitarian criSs, as the number of innocent
cviliansthat arebeingkilledisincreas ong by the
day. Many countries have even taken Sdes and
givenfinancia and military support tothesdeof
their choosing: the U.S. isone of Israd’s dlies,
whileother countrieslikelranareactinginsupport
of Hames,

Beforethe outbresk of |sradli/Hamas
conflict, Sarbuckswasdreedy facinganimmense
amount of backlash from its workers. Due to
issues such as low wages, hour cuts, wage
reductionsand unfair treetment fromthecompany,
a union caled Starbucks Workers United was
cregted. Theunionizationartedwithasmdll Sore
in Buffao, New York in December 2021, and to
thisday, “morethan 380 of its 9,000 storeshave
unionized” (Toussaint), with many workers
participatingin strikesthat pressurethe company
tofulfill their demands. On July 6th, 2023Arthur J.
Amchan, a Deputy Chief Administrative Law
Judge, found that Starbucks was “guilty of
violating U.S. labor laws in its trestment of
employees across unionized Ithaca locations’
(Mufiozand Senzon). Theunionretdiated against
Sarbucksthrough protestslikethe Red Cup Day
srike. Red Cup Day, anannud eventinNovember,
isan opportunity for consumersto get afreered
cup with every seasond drink they purchase,
which leads to a huge influx of mobile and in-
person orders. This puts immense pressure on
employesswho are dready mentaly affected in
stressful short-staffed environments (Nerkar).
Theunionand Starbucksaredtill fightingtocome
to an agreement, but to no avall.

Theinvolvement of Starbucksinthe
|srael-Hamas conflict began “Shortly after the
October 7thattack. .. theunion'sofficia account
on X festured amessage expressng “‘ Solidarity
with Palestine!’” (Scheiber). In response,
Starbucksthen openly commented by criticizing
the Starbucks Workers' Union’s support for
violence in the Middle East. Because of the
union’s controversial statement, people
asociated Starbucks with the comment which
then resulted in a public uproar even dfter the
comment wasdeeted. Thisledtotheunionbeing
sued for trademark infringement because of  its
use of the Starbucks' logos, as public backlash
couldendanger Starbucksemployees(Scheiber).
Negative opinions had obvioudy dready been

forming due to the company’s suppression of
the Starbucks Workers' Union, after the union
membersspokeout againg themistreatment they
faced from Starbucks asacompany (Tenbarge).
Ontop of that, theconfusion led to socid media
exploding with trending hashtags, comments,
and posts supporting a boycott of Starbucks
and other businesses and attacking supporters
of bothsdesof thel srad-Hamas conflict. Popular
influencerson Tik Tok suchasMikaylaNogueira,
whohas15.5Millionfollowers hasher comment
section filled with Palestine-supporting
comments that have pressured her to voice her
opinion.

McDondd's, thefest food chain, has
dsobeenavictimof boycottsastherewerereports
that “a franchise owner in Isradl said that its
restaurantswould beprovidingfreemealstolsrael
Defense Forces soldiers and Isragli hospitals’
(Tenbarge). This decison was made without
consent from McDonad's as dmost 100,000
meal swere donated. Even though the company
tried to distanceitsdlf from the choicesmade by
the employees of those individua stores to
donatetosoldiers it ill ledtomoreprotestsand
boycaotts.

Despitetheideathat onewrongmove
by a company in regards to a controversia
conflict, thereisdtill mixed evidencethat boycotts
have any major effect. However, boycotters of
both Sarbucks and McDondd'sare keeping up
the efforts, hoping they will have more of an
impact in the long run. Some are encouraging
otherstostay away from Starbucks. For example,
one ex-Starbucks barista posted instructional
videoson TikTok about how to make your own
version of staple Starbucks' drinks at home
(Tenbarge). Also, therehasbeena notabledecline
in “foot treffic’ in some Starbucks locationsin
theU.S. (Lucas). Additionally, somesourcessay
that despite the overal impact of the boycotts
being minor, there has still been an effect
on sales for McDonald's, especially in
locations in the Middle East and
Indonesia, which has a major Muslim
population. In Egypt, there wasalso a 70%
decrease in sales in October and
November of 2023, when compared to
2022, according to McDonald's corporate
employees (Farah and Suleiman).

In response to the boycotts, to
try to keep up sales, Starbucksis*“looking
to revive demand by offering more
targeted promotions and introducing
new drinks” (Lucas). Starbucks has also
claimed that its a “nonpolitical
organization and [it has] dismissed
rumors that it had provided support to
the Israeli government or army.” A
Malaysian McDonald’s even claimed
that it would give financial aid to
Palestine as it wants to try and stop the
boycotts (Farah and Suleiman).

Social mediaisaclear factor in
the spread of boycotts of particular
companies, as many comments can be
misinterpreted and rumors can be
spread very easily. Asthe | sraeli/Hamas
war rages on, more companies are
treading lightly when making public
statements, as awrong move could lead
to a backlash that ultimately ruinstheir
reputation/customer base. Instead of
taking sides though, it is apparent that
companies should advocate for the
innocent people who are on both sides
and support the idea of keeping the

peace.
M arch 2024
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Sanley Cups: A Concer ning Obsession

By: KaitlinHo

Wallsof rainbow ordered $45 huge
and heavy tumblers are displayed in the
rooms of women and adolescent girlsacross
the country. Gen Z and Gen Alpha are
obsessed with the trendy cups by Stanley.
The cups have been on the market since
2016; however, their popularity has only
recently skyrocketed and developed a cult-
likefollowing (Jansen). Millions of Stanley
fans love the stainless steel cups for their
looks, easy to carry handle and ability to
keep liquids hot or cold for two days.
According to Courtney Spritzer, the Chief
Executive Officer and Co-founder of
Socialfly, a women-led digital marketing
agency based in Manhattan and Miami,
Stanley cups have “become some sort of
status symbol that makes you cool” (Yan).

The Stanley tumbler’sriseto fame
happened when awoman’s car caught fire;
in a TikTok video with currentlyover 39
million views, she showed that her Stanley
tumbler, which had been inside the cup
holder, not only survived, but miraculously
still had ice in it after the fire was
extinguished. The President of Stanley,
Terence Reilly, was so impressed at how the
Stanley tumbler fared in the fire that he
offered to buy the woman a new car (Pace
and Ellis). Thismarketing tactic only inspired
millions more to ‘jump on the Stanley cup
bandwagon,” which resulted in chaos.

When two sets of special-edition
cups were released on December 31, 2023,
as part of a Stanley collaboration with
Starbucksfor Vaentine's Day, tumult ensued
at multiple Target stores acrossthe country.
There are hundreds of social-media videos
showing hordes of customers overrunning
Target and even resorting to violence to get
their hands on a cup. The desperation for
the Stanley cup even extends to numerous
devout fans who camp outside of Target
before it opens, sometimes in freezing
weather (Deb).

Asaresult of itscrazed fan base,
a plethora of people, often women,have
begun to collect the Stanley tumblers like
they are figurines. Stanley prides itself on
stability, claiming this mission of
sustainability is a core value and that [it]
prioritizes[the] use of recycled materialsin
[its] products, eliminating the need for
single-use plastics and increasing recycled
content every year” (Livingston). However,
the cup really only encourages a need for
overconsumption in society. While the
Stanley cupisreusable and environmentally
friendly inthat it ismade of metal, asNicole
Darnall, Director and Co-founder of the
Sustainable Purchasing Research Initiative
at Arizona State University states: “You
might haveareally great product that ismore
sustainable, but what good isit if it sitsina
person’s home and collects dust” (Chow).

Additionally, Stanley cups have
become a status symbol, causing
unfortunate cases of bullying. A video
posted by an Ohio mom on Tik Tok went viral
after she said her 9-year-old daughter was
bullied for her off-brand $10 tumbler cupfrom
Walmart. According to mom Dayna
Motycka, when talking about her daughter’s
experience, “ All the other girlsinthegrade...
they got Stanley’s for Christmas [...] They
made sure to let her know that thisis not a
real Stanley and thisisfake. It's not cool”
(Shaw and Beal).
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Also, there have been recent
concernsover thefact that Stanley tumblers
may contain the hazardous heavy metal,
lead. In January, it wasrevealed that Stanley
uses a lead pellet in the base of its cupsto
seal insulation for its vacuum-insulated
bottles. Despite concerns, Stanley asserts
that the lead, which is encased under
stainless steel, doesn’t pose a risk of
contaminating the drink inside. The
company maintains that its products meet
U.S. regulations, including California
Proposition 65, that ensures no lead
exposure risk to consumers; Stanley even
acknowledged on social mediathat there
is potential lead exposure if the flask’s
base is damaged, but offered
replacements under a lifetime warranty.
Regardless, Stanley’s products are FDA -
approved and BPS/BPA-free.
Unfortunately, the revel ation has sparked
skepticism and debate on social media
about the necessity and safety of using
lead in consumer products, highlighting
the tension between traditional
manufacturing practices and public
expectations for safety and transparency
(Placido).

Ultimately, the Stanley cup
saga is a multifaceted narrative that re-
flects the complexities of modern con-
sumer culture, highlighting the clash be-
tween the allure of trendy products and
the need for sustainable, safe consumer
goods. Asthis story continues to unfold,
it serves as a reminder of the evolving
expectations consumers have for the products
they embrace and the companies behind them.
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The Not-So Golden Globes

By: AvaVarasano

This year’s Golden Globes,
which aired on January 7th, 2024,
created a great deal of controversy
thanks to its culturally- insulting and
not-so-funny jokes. The award show is
iconic in the television and film
industries, with many known and
accomplished actors and directors in
attendance. Jo Koy, the comedian who
hosted this year’s prestigious award
show, disappointed the crowd and at-
home viewers with his monologue. He
targeted everyone from Saltburn’s
Barry Kiogen to superstar Taylor Swift,
who was seen frowning at the comedian.
When Koy was on the stage, the crowd
in the room was so quiet that it was
uncomfortable to watch. While many of
Koy’sjokeswere offensive, ajoke about
the Barbie movie could have won the
prize for the worst joke of the night.

Koy’sjoke accented the sexist
attitudes that the Barbie movie spoke
out against. Since the summer,two
monumental films that have been
extremely successful are Barbie and
Oppenheimer. Many have called this
phenomenon “Barbenheimer” dueto the
impact the two movies have had on the
film industry and society. When
addressing this fact, Koy said,
“Oppenheimer is based on a 721-page
Pulitzer Prize-winning book about the
Manhattan Project, and Barbie is based
on a plastic doll with big boobies”. He
continued on by saying “The key
moment in Barbie iswhen she goes from
perfect beauty to bad breath, cellulite,
and flat feet. Or what casting directors
call character actor!” The comment | eft
the audience in the theater feeling
uncomfortable and it ultimately caused
an uproar online. Many from the Barbie
movie cast were in attendance that
night, and the camera panned to Ryan
Gossling, who played Ken; he looked
quite upset. The Barbie movie itself is
a commentary on the sexism found in
modern society, and Koy’s remarks led
people to believe that he probably did
not even watch the movie.

While Koy stated he was
assigned his role as host late in the
game, only about 10 days before the
show in fact, many expressed the
sentiment that this was no excuse for
the inappropriate jokes he told on live
television. In response to the backlash
he received, Koy replied, “1 got the gig
10 days ago! You want a perfect
monologue? Yo, shut up.” His rude
response only caused the public to
become even more outraged, and many
ran to social media to share their
opinions on the comedian. Even with
short notice, making ajoke sexualizing
the lead in a feminist movie should
undisputedly not be tolerated, and Koy
offering no sincere apology for his
remarks caused even more anger from
the viewers of the award show. He
followed up hisresponse with, “ Yo, shut
up. You're kidding me, right. Slow down.
| wrote some of these, and they’re the
ones you’'re laughing at,” seemingly
addressing the problem as if his jokes
just weren’t funny, which wasn’t the
main issue. He also seemed to blame the

writers of hisjokes.Simply put though,
it seemed asif he was not willing to own
up to what he had said on television in
front of so many people.

While some may not believe
that Barbie was the cinematic
masterpiece that many built it up to be,
the film’s message is one that needed
to get out in modern-day media. By
further raising the troubling questions
that have been brought up by women
every day, Barbie highlighted what it
islike to beawoman in aman’sworld.
Barbie's director, Greta Gerwig, who
directed other influential movies such
as the 2019 rendition of Little Women,
played a monumental role in the
production and writing of Barbie. And,
she wanted to reinvent the “Barbie
Doll” into something that is more
applicable to modern day society. One
goal of the movie was to make women
and girlsfeel validated and recognized
for the sexism they face, while
potentially changing how society views
them. To reduce thismovieto awork in
which the main focusisjust agirl with
“big boobies” is outrageous. To make
matters worse, this happened at an
awards show where the film was meant
to be celebrated; instead, it was
mocked, alongside the feminist
movements that it brought into the light.

After the show, Koy said he
“loved” the jokes he had made, despite
the negative feedback. However, the
Golden Globes would have been an
amazing opportunity to show people
how women, despite the odds, brought
to life an amazing movie that represents
how women persist despite living in a
society that sometimes degrades them,
and how these women turned their
struggles into art. Instead, the Golden
Globes became another opportunity to
diminish successful women and make
them feel less than.
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Cozy Up With Good Company At
Campground Coffee

By: SophiaMar chiali

A familiar favoriteof adultsin SeaCliff
finally openeditsdoorsto community members
under theage of 21. Campground Beer Market
recently converted theback of itsshop, whichis
located on Sea Cliff Avenue, into Campground
Coffee; it opened on February 8th, 2024 and can
be visited every day of the week from 7am to
3pm, & whichtimetheestablishment turnsback
into a beer market. The shop is guaranteed to
draw crowds with its warm, retro ambiance. |
recently had the opportunity to spesk with Emil
Lanne, one of the owners, about this Sea Cliff
hot spot.

Q: First, what inspired you to open up
Campground Beer Market?

A: Firg and foremogt, we were inspired by the
building. It had been abandoned for many years,
but we saw great potentia in doing something
withit that would benefit SeaCliff. We contacted
thewoman who ownsthe building and pitched
her theideaof Campground; thingssnowballed
fromtherel

Q: What madeyou decideto add acoffeeshop?
A: Fromthedart, it wasawaysabout crestinga
“third place”, meaningsomething that isn'twork,
school or home, but a different type of
environment where you could see friends and
have socia interactions with the rest of the
community. We always dreamed of making a
coffee shop out of Campground. Beer isn't for
everyone, soour hopeisthet coffeemeansmore
peoplewill comeand spendtimeat Campground.
Q: Howwill running thebeer end of thebusiness
differ from the coffee end of the business?

A: They redly aren't so different if you think
about it. Coffee and beer are dl about variety
and taste preferences, so there are a lot of
dmilaitiesbetweenthetwo. But | think themain
differenceisprobably aroundtiming. Coffecisa
morning or day thing, while beer ismore of an
afternoon or evening thing. That will probably
affect the overdl amosphere.

Q: What kind of preparation did thecoffeeshop
require?

A: Wehadtogoto SeaCliff Villagetoamend our
specia usepermit and get themtodlow ustodo
it... We dso formed a partnership with aroaster
upinVermont caled Little Seed... [whichisrun
by our] friends, Maggie & Anthony, who used
tolivein Glen Cove; they now livein Vermont
where they operate the roastery... They heped
us alot with figuring out al of the equipment
and recipes, they aso helped usunderstand the
overd| operation of the coffee shop.

Q: How accessible will the coffee shop be to
underaged customers?

A: Wewe comepeoplewho arenot of thelegd
drinking ageto spend timea Campground and
use the coffee service whenever that is open.
Thereisnot alot of overlagpwhenweserveboth
coffeeand beer, sothereisanaurd changethat
happens. We think it would be greet to seethe
teenagers of Sea Cliff and beyond hang out &
our place.

Q: What do you planto sdl at the coffee shop,

besides coffee? What kind of coffee is being
sold?

A: Our primary coffeethat wesdll [obvioudy]
comesfrom Little Seed Coffeein Vermont, but
we aso planto feature beansfrom amultitude
of roastersin New York and beyond, just like
wedowiththebeer breweries.... So, wethink of
oursalves as a“multi-roaster” coffee shop. In
addition to coffee, we have beentrying tofind
the best possible padiries and croissants that
we get ddlivered fresh every day from... Pain
D’ avignonandHungry Gnome... [in] New York
City.

Q: How will this coffee shop be unique from
theother loca coffee shopsin SeaCliff?

A: Frgandforemost, weareaimingfor ahigh-
quality craft coffee that is primarily espresso-
based. Thereredly isn't much of that around.
We're ds0 trying to offer things thet are a bit
harder to find, like Nitro cold brew and redly
good Matcha. | think what setsusapart though
isthegpaceand thevibethat we offer. Wehave
alot of roomfor peopleto hang out, work, sudy,
and socialize in a setting that is fresh and
inviting.

Q: lamawarethat theVillageof SeaCliff would
not grant you a permit to creste an outdoor
area. Why was it refusad? How do you fed
about that? Will you keep trying? What were
the plans?

A: Campground has aways had the purpose
of being agathering placefor the peopleof Sea
Cliff and beyond. What makes SeaCliff specia
is the community and bond that has dways
existed. That's why we aways thought the
outsdeareacf our property would betheperfect
place for people to come together in a centra
locationinour village. Wehad proposed adding
beautiful landscaping, pergolas, seeting and a
Bacai bdl court. TheVillage sreasoning for not
wanting towork with usto makethishappenis
unfortunately unknown to us, and it has not
been very willing to even [discusy] it. Wefind
this unfortunate and hope that we can open
the Village's eyes to the importance of a
community having places to come together;
hopefully we work together to make whet an
overwheming mgjority of SeaCliff iswishing
for,cometolife.

Q: Who are your partners in this busness?
What part of the busness are you responsible
for?

A: Campgroundweasdarted by Me(Emil Lanne)
and Pete Johnson. We used to work together a
longtimeago, but now webothlivein SeaCliff.
For thecoffeeservice, webrought inour Generd
Manager Seen McCamont, who isone of the
ownersof Sid's[in Glen Covel, to beapartner
withus.

Locals should certainly look to
Campground Coffeefor any of their socidizing,
or caffeinating needsasit we comesin“ abigger
audience” for some unique Spsand tastes As
it'slocated in the center of the buzzing town of
Sea Cliff, Campground offers a creative
gpproach to the typica coffee shop.

Can‘pg_rOUnd Coffee Only Adds To The : Positive Vibes Of Sea Cliff

Ah_tﬂtps://

KING FORWARD

0 SEEING YOU
FOR ALL YoUR
ELORAL NEEDS

VIVIAN AND.CHRISTINA

beautifultlowersoy.com
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The 2024 NBA All-Sar Game;
A Guide To The Best Of The Best

All basketball fans know that
the NBA All-Star Weekend is one of the
most exciting events during the season.
Itisatimefor thefans, evenif they are
watching at home, to see their favorite
NBA greats compete. Running from a
Friday to a Sunday, there are always
fun-filled events before the big game.
Most years, the location of theAll-Star
Weekend changes as different venues
host. Thisyear it took placein Indiana
at Gainbridge Fieldhouse and ran from
February 16th to thel8th.

For 2024, the NBA decided to
bring back the traditional Eastern
Conference vs. Western Conference
format which began in 1951 at the first
NBA All-Star Game. In 2018 though, the
NBA moved to adraft format in which
the captains picked the teams. And so,
Team Stephen and Team LeBron were
brought to fruition that year. The NBA
Commissioner, Adam Silver, wanted to
revert back to the previous way of doing
things as he felt things were getting
stale. He wanted the All-Star Game to
look more like ‘traditional basketball’.
In addition, in 2024, the starters for the
NBA All-Star Game were selected by
fans, current NBA players and a media
panel. Fan voting, which made up 50
percent of the vote, was a way for the
onlookers to get involved in the
selection of who was playing inthe All-
Star game rather than just having the
NBA's coaches and commissioner
decide. Prior to this change, a*“ panel of
sportswriters and broadcasters were
responsible for selecting each
Conference’s starting five and three
bench players” (NBA).

In addition, if there are chosen
players who ultimately end up injured
or are unable to participate in the game
for some other reason, Commissioner
Silver must select a replacement. For
example, in January, before a game
against the Utah Jazz, chosen All-Star
starter Joel Embiid, of the Philadelphia
76ers, was averaging 35 points per game
with an historic 70-point game this
season against the San Antonio Spurs,
thus making it his career-high and
franchise record in points; he, however,
injured the lateral meniscus in his left
knee. He sat out for a few regular
season games, but ended up re-injuring
himself on January 30th in aloss against
the Golden State Warriors. It was
recently reported by Philly Voice that
thereis hope for Embiidto returninlate
March, but a replacement clearly had
to be chosen for him for the All-Star
Game. Also, at the end of January, All-
Star reserve Julius Randle of the New
York Knicks, “Dislocated his shoulder
bracing himself after a fall during the
fourth quarter of the Knicks' 125-109
victory over the Miami Heat” (CBS
Sports). Reports from Bleacher Sports
have shared that “Randle’s rehab is
going well, and his goal isto play again
this season.” But, he too had to be
replaced for the big game. Trae Young
of the Atlanta Hawks and Scottie Barnes
of the Toronto Raptors were therefore
tapped for the Eastern Conference team.

Asfar astherest of the Eastern
Mar ch 2024

By: Abby Reisherg
Conference 2024 All-Star team was
concerned, Giannis Antetokounmpo of
the Milwaukee Bucks was chosen to be
the captain. This was his eighth
consecutive All-Star appearance. He
has averaged around 30 points per
game, with 11 rebounds. Forward
Jayson Tatum of the Boston Celtics was
named a starter for four consecutive
years and this season he has averaged
26 points per game in 35 minutes.
Indiana Pacers Guard Tyrese
Haliburton, who is in his fourth NBA
season, has consistently been at the
top of the assists leaderboard
averaging 12 assists per game. Lastly,
the second starter who is currently on
the Milwaukee Bucks was guard
Damian Lillard, who is known for his
ability to shoot; he worked his way to
being named fifth for all-time three-
pointers made.

Asfor the Western Conference
starters, there was not much guessing
as to who would be named captain.
LeBron James, of the Los Angeles
Lakers, is the oldest active player in
the NBA; at 39 years old, James isin
his 21st NBA season, with an all-time
high of 20 consecutive All-Star
appearances. He has averaged 25
points per game on seven assists this
season. James is like no other player,
and he is not quite finished yet as he
hopes to play in the League with his
son, Bronny James, who currently plays
for the USC Trojans. In addition, from
the Dallas Mavericks, Luka Doncic has
had a career-high in points at almost
35 a game on nine assists in his sixth
NBA season. Phoenix Suns Kevin
Durant made it into his 14th All-Star
Game with an average of 28 points per
game. Oklahoma City Guard pick Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander is averaging 31
points per game for his team. And the
final pick for the Conference was 2023
NBA champion, Nikola Jokic of the
Denver Nuggets who is averaging 26
points; he even has 136 career triple-
doubles making him one of only a
couple of NBA playersto accomplish
this feat.

Along with the starters who
were selected for the Eastern and
Western Conferences, there were seven
reserve players selected for each team.
For the East, they included Bam
Adebayo of the Miami Heat, Paolo
Banchero of the Orlando Magic, Jaylen
Brown of the Boston Celtics, Jalen
Brunson of the New York Knicks,
Tyrese Maxey of the Philadel phia 76ers,
Donovan Mitchell of the Cleveland
Cavaliers, and Julius Randle of the New
York Knicks.

Some may wonder why one
particular reserve for the Western
Conference was not a starter. After all,
Golden State Warrior Stephen Curry is
the all-time leading three-point
shooter; however, this year it was not
enough. Therefore, Curry made hisfirst
All-Star appearance as a reserve. The
other six reserve players for the
Western Conference were: Devin
Booker of the Phoenix Suns, Anthony
Davis of the Los Angeles Lakers,

Anthony Edwards of the Minnesota
Timberwolves, Paul George of the Los
Angeles Clippers, Kawhi Leonard of the
Los Angeles Clippers, and Karl-
Anthony Towns of the Minnesota
Timberwolves.

Besidesthe All-Star Game, the
major highlights of the weekend
included the Celebrity Game, the Rising
Stars Challenge, the AT& T Slam Dunk,
the Kia Skills Challenge, and the Starry
3-Point Contest. Also, for the very first
time, an NBA vs. WNBA 3-point contest
was held; it included the NBA’sall-time
3-point leader, Steph Curry, and WNBA single-
Season 3-point record hol der, Sabrinalonescu of
the New York Liberty. lonescu caught Curry’s
atention after shewon the Starry 3-Point Contest
duringtheWNBAAII-Sar weskendinthe Summer
of 2023, setting a new record of 37 points, she
only missedtwo shots. Thistimearound, Currey
was supposed to shoot from the NBA line and
lonescuwasto shoot fromthe WNBA line. After
hearing theserules, lonescu said “I’ Il shoot from
the NBA line [which is not as close to the
net]...LET'SGET IT”. Sheended upearning26
points, while Currey earned 29.

At the end of this amazing All-Star
Weekend, the final score of the All-Star Game
was Eagt 211 and West 186 with Karl-Anthony
Townshaving a50-point game.

Thereisso much grest talent that can
be seen during the NBA All-Star Weekend.
Whether it'san NBA or WNBA player, arookie,
orevenaG-Leagueplayer, it samazingtoseeitdl
digplayed. Definitely donot hesitateto check this
particular weekend out in 2025.
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Anchoring Hope:
Introducing the Ilanders
New Head Coach

By: Brian Kraupner

Thereisnoguestionthat theNew York
Idanders have been struggling this season, but
that could change with the Idanders new heed
coach. On January 20th, theld anderswel comed
afreshfaceinPatrick Roy whowouldtakecharge
of theldandersafter itsformer head coach ,Lane
Lambert, was fired. It was his second season.
Since the team struggled to hold onto
leads and star players weren’t
performing how they should have been,
fans expected Lambert to be let go. For
example, on Friday January 19th, the
Islanders faced the Chicago
Blackhawks, who are currently in last
place in the Central Division. The
Islanders had been on a 3-game losing
streak and were hungry for this favored
win. However, for the 16th time this
season, the Islanders lost their |ead and
entered into overtime. The Islanders
then fell short during overtime for the
11th time this season which resulted in
the team losing against the Chicago
Blackhawks. The following day, Lane
Lambert was fired and Patrick Roy was
introduced as the Islanders new head
coach.

Patrick Roy is a former
goaltender who played for the Montreal
Canadiens and the Colorado Avalanche.
He previously served as the head coach
of the Colorado Avalanche in the NHL
for three seasons and the Quebec
Remparts in the Québec Major Junior
Hockey League for 13 seasons. Roy led
the Quebec Remparts success after
winning the 2023 Memorial Cup
Championship. Plus, he won four
Stanley Cups during his hockey career
and was given the nickname “King of
Goaltenders’ ‘ due to his incredible
skillsin goal. In 2017, Patrick Roy was
named 100 of the Greatest NHL Players
in history, thus making him alegend in
the world of hockey. He clearly has had
asuccessful career both as a player and
as a coach. So, due to Patrick Roy’s
background, there is no doubt he can
help bring success and positivity to the
Islanders.

Infact, about adecade ago, during
Roy’s first NHL game as head coach, he
screamed at the opponent’s head coach,
Bruce Boudreau, because of unfair calls
being made against his team. Although he
was fined 10,000 dollars for the outburst
and later regretted letting his anger get the
best of him, thefollowing day inan interview
he said “I guess | have to change a few
things,” “I got the $10,000 fine by the
Leaguefor that. | understand it now. At the
sametime, | will alwaysdefend my players.
... Thisistheway | dealt with thisone. Will
| deal withit differently next time? Maybe.
Or maybe not” (NHL). Clearly, Roy will
fight for what he believesisright, and
he will not be put down without afight.
He will defend and support his players
when necessary. Therefore, with a new
mindset and energy being brought to
the Islanders, fans are hoping that with
Patrick Roy at the helm, the Islanders
can clinch the playoffsthis season. The
team certainly still has a shot at making
the playoffs because as of March 31st,
it is ranked fifth in the NHL
Metropolitan Division with arecord of
31-27-15.
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